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BIRD REPORTS 

LOONS AND GREBES 

About 14 RED-THROATED LOONS were seen during the winter up to 
reporting date: 6, at Brier Is., Nov. 23 - Dec. 18 (RBS,ELM); 2, at 
Cow Bay, Dec. 23 (RBD,BM) and 6 at Cow Bay, Feb. 6 (JT). 

Two ARCTIC LOONS were reported seen at L. W. Pubnico, 1, Jan. 17 
TD'E) and the other Jan. 19 (same bird?) in company with a Common 
Loon (DJd'E,TD'E,RSd'E). The birds were thoroughly and convincingly 
described. 

Concentrations of COMMON LOONS were reported from several places: 
22 at Lawrencetown Head, Dec. l (RBD); 18, Jan. 18, Lawrencetown 
Beach (D&JP); 40, Conrad's Beach, Feb. 16 (JT) and 35, Cole Harbour, 
Feb. 23 (CF). The last two reports could be of the same flock as the 
two areas are adjacent. 

The two PIED-BILLED GREBES seen Dec. 8, Cow Bay (PV,FLL) and 
Feb. 18, Pleasant Lake, Yar. Co. (CRKA) were obviously wintering 
birds. With about the same number of sightings HORNED GREBES have 
been present here in about the same number as last year. The majority 
of sightings are always along the Atlantic shore from just east of 
Halifax to the mouth of the Bay of Fundy but this may reflect the 
habitat and habits of birders rather than of the birds. RED-NECKED 
GREBES seem to be in a healthy state with 114 birds in 17 sightings 
compared with 145 in 13 sightings in 1983, and well ahead of the two 
previous years when there were only 30 and 7 birds in 9 and 7 sight
ings respectively. 

--CRKA, ed. 

FULMARS TO CORMORANTS 

It's been a dull season for tubenoses. Nobody has seen any, 
though there must be some fulmars out there on the Banks, and probably 
also a late shearwater as well. 

NORTHERN GANNETS have done no better. Richard Stern saw several 
off Brier Island on Nov. 23-25, and Eric Mills recorded single birds 
there, on Dec. 2 and 3. Ian McLaren's adult off Chebucto Head on 
Feb. 17, must be the vanguard of the spring migration. 

We have ·the usual scattered records of our more-or-less resident 
GREAT CORMORANTS in January-February, from Halifax, Sambro, St. 
Margaret's Bay, Bridgewater and Yarmouth counts (CRKA,JSC,RBD,DJd'E, 
KNK, CN). A few undoubted DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANTS wintered with us 
as well. Four birds were still at Eel Lake, Yarmouth Co., on Nov. 
24 (CRKA), there was an adult at Mahone Bay on Dec. 19 (Eric and Anne 
Mills), a bird at the Volvo Plant in Halifax on Christmas Eve lRBD), 
and another at Head St. Margaret's Bay on Jan. 3 (IAM). 

--RGBB, ed. 
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SWANS GEESE AND DUCKS 

A MUTE SWAN recently deceased was found on Sable Is.,Feb 19, by 
Tony Lock. Whether it was a naturalized stray from New England or a 
tame bird from nearby is anyone's guess. 

We must report that the SNOW GEESE said to be in Sullivan's 
Pond in the last issue were imposters. They turned out to be domestic 
birds. 

Eight BRANT with Canada Geese at Cherry Hill Beach, Dec. 30 (CN) 
is the only report of this species. 

High counts for wintering CANADA GEESE for the past two years 
have been about 5000 centered about Martinique, numbers from other 
wintering points did not even come close. The high counts in 1982 
and 1983 were only half this total. 

What would the Sullivan's Pond people ever do without their 
WOOD DUCK? He was there again this year, at least on Jan. 19 (FLL, 
OM). GREEN-WINGED TEAL wintered as usual at Sullivan's Pond, up to 8 
being seen by a number of observers. Other wintering Greenwings--2 
rnales--were at Antigonish, Dec. 17 (RDC,SPF) and at Lower Canard 
where there were 10+ Jan. 12 (FLL). There is no comment to make about 
BLACK DUCKS this winter; they have been present in the usual places 
with no significant changes during the last three years at least. If 
we express doubts on the lineage of the 40 MALLARDS in Sullivan's 
Pond, should we do the same for Bernard Forsythe's 60+ at Greenwich, 
and Cohrs' 35 at Petite Riviere? It's a question we are not competent 
to answer. There were singles of several birds also seen at Canard 
Pond and Port Williams, Lr. w. Pubnico and Martinique. 

NORTHERN PINTAIL didn't show up in any large numbers this year, 
the maximum being 6, at Sullivan's Pond, Feb. 16 (JT et al.); the 
only others were 2, at Martinique, Dec. 30 (RBD); 1, at Cherry Hill, 
Dec. 2 (SJF), and a female at the head of Mahone Bay at least until 
Dec. 18 (IAM). It would appear that just 4, AMERICAN WIGEON wintered 
here this year: 1, at Petite Riviere, Dec. 29 (JSC), 1, in Bedford 
Basin in February (RBS,L&PP,MC) and of course, Sullivan's Pond where 
1 was seen Feb. 16-17 with 3 Pintails, 2 Ring-necked Ducks and several 
Green-winged Teal, by Jean ·Hartley, Sulvia Fullerton and Barbara Hinds; 
a nice rnixture--the birds, I mean! 

Two male CANVASBACKS came to the decoys of Guy and Bruce d'Entre
rnont in Pubnico Hbr., Jan 3, and were duly shot. They are said to be 
very good eating. (Reported by R.S. D'Entrernont). A wintering male 
RING-NECKED DUCK was seen at the head of Mahone Bay, Jan. 12 (IAM,ELM) 
and up to 6, were in Sullivan's Pond in January and February (many 
observers). By this time last year, numbers of GREATER SCAUP had 
appeared at Glace Bay and Salt Bay. The only records for 1985 so far 
are of a female, Jan. 3, Head of St. Margaret's Bay (IAM); 25-30, 
Annapolis Royal causeway (B&BT), and a male at Eel Brook, Feb. 5 
(CRKA,PRD). COMMON EIDERS appeared to be down in numbers at Brier Is. 
this winter according to Richard Stern. Elsewhere they were reported 
only in small numbers up to 10 along the Atlantic coast from east of 
Halifax. The only large numbers were apparently in the Halifax area 
where 90-100 were at Hartlen Point, Dec. 16 (R&DM); 200 at Herring 
Cove, Jan. 24 (RBD) and 600+ at Tribune Head just off Herring Cove, 
Feb. 24 (Cohrs). HARLEQUIN DUCKS seem really to be corning into their 
own this year (I wonder if they've heard about Sullivan's Pond?); 
there were three females at Brier Is., De.c. 2 (ELM,AHM) : immature 
males and a female at Hartlen Point, Dec. 16 and 24, and Jan. 9 
(FLL,DM,D&AM); at least one male in Bedford Basin, Feb. 16 and 24 
(DM,RBD,IAM) and a male at Cranberry Head, Dec. 31 (JFK). 
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OLDSQUAWS were in large numbers off Brier.rs., during the winter, 
where they seemed to be taking over from the Eiders (RBS). Elsewhere, 
they were present in usual numbers, up to 30, Dec. 30 at Hartlen Pt. 
(CF). BLACK SCOTERS showed up 300 strong at Green Bay, Dec. 1 (JSC) 
and in the 30's at Tribune Head (Herring Cove) Feb. 10 (Cohrs & 
Purchases). The SURF SCOTERS didn't do so well: there were 100 at 
Annapolis Basin, Oct. 11, of which some may have stayed till November 
(KR); but the only other sighting was a pair at Cole Hbr., Nov. 26 
(R&DM). A flock of over 1000 WHITE-WINGED SCOTERS first seen in 
Annapolis Basin, Oct. 11, was reported as still there in November (KR). 
There were fourteen other sightings reported with a total of about 110 
birds, mostly in the Halifax area--Martinique--Herring Cove, and a 
few around the lower Bay of Fundy. Easternmost report is from American 
Hbr. Guys. Co., where there were 7, Feb. 14 (W&NP). 

There seems to be a concentration of COMMON GOLDENEYES in the 
Halifax area this winter--or was it a concentration of birders? 
There were 15-19 reported at Head of St. Margaret's Bay, Dec. 3l 
and Feb. 6 (CF,KNK); in Bedford Basin, 75, Jan. 5, and 50, Feb. 16 
(RBD); 30 at Hartlen Point, Jan. 14 (JT), 10, at Three Fathom Hbr., 
Jan. 18 (D&JP}, and 50, at Lawrencetown Lake, Feb. 19 (D&JP). The 
only other sightings reported are 2, at Eel Brook, Jan. 2 (CRKA) and 
a single bird at Yarmouth Bar, Feb. 11 (ER). A male BARROW'S GOLDEN
EYE was seen by several observers, in upper St. Margaret's Bay, Jan. 
1, Jan. 12, and was said (ELM) to be there until at least the end of 
February. Another was at Petite Riviere estuary with Commons, Dec. 
29 (JSC,JP). Bob Dickie reported five males in Bedford Basin, Jan. 30 
and Chris Field and Richard Stern report respectively 4 and 5 females 
Jan. 29 and Feb. 9, there. 

There is nothing special to report about BUFFLEHEADS, which were 
present in usual numbers in any of their wintering grounds which were 
free of ice. We have no exact report from Annapolis Basin, one of 
their principal centres, but a number of good-sized flocks were 
glimpsed from the Dayliner on Feb. 20 (PRO). A fair number of HOODED 
MERGANSERS elected to spend the winter here. There were 6, at the 
Puddle, Queensland--one of their favorite hang-outs--Nov. 18 (KNK); 
5, at Annapolis Royal new eropoundmen~ ,Nov. 24 (ELM); a female in 
Bedford Basin was seen, Dec. 30, Jan. 9 and Jan. 27 (FLL,RBD,CF); 
and females were seen Jan. 10 at Causeway Road and Martinique (DM,FLL); 
also a male, at Ben Eoin Beach, FEb. 13, "sharing a small area of open 
water with Common and Red-breasted Mergansers and a Great Cormorant" 
(Jack MacNeil) . COMMON MERGANSERS made an appearance in the lower 
Tusket River at the end of January, and have been building up slowly 
in numbers since, from 12, Jan. 25 (BR) to 30. Feb. 10 (JD'E) and 
30-40, Mar. -S (CRKA). RBD reports a big flock of 75-100 at Ostrea Lake 
Hfx. Co., Feb. 10, and JM saw about 60 at East Bay, Cape Breton--Bald 
Eagles were attacking and feeding on these birds. RED-BREASTED 
MERGANSERS were widespread as usual, in moderate numbers. There were 
20-25 at Hartlen Point, Dec. 16 (R&DM): 50, on the LaHave, Jan. 3 
(CN) and 15+ at Canso Harbor, Jan. 24 (NP&JJ). 

--CRKA, ed. 
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HERONS AND RELATIVES 

A late AMERICAN BITTERN was at W. Pubnico on Dec. 22. Although 
there were several GREAT BLUE HERONS in Dec., the only later reports 
were of a bird at Dan'l's Head, Cape Sable Is., on Jan. 18 (EEM) and 
another at L.W. Pubnico on Jan. 25 and Feb. 16 (RS&DJd'E). An 
addition to the single GREAT EGRET reported in the last issue was one 
at Hazel Hill on Dec. 2 (Bushells). 

--IAM, ed. 

JAEGERS TO AUKS 

Nobody reported any Jaegers, but that's not surprising. The 
birds must be down in the West Indies, or even farther south, by now. 

HERRING and GREATER BLACK-BACKED GULLS were here as usual, and 
will receive their usual short shrift. We have, again, at least two 
LESSER BLACK-BACKS in Halifax Harbour; one with spots on the mantle, 
and one without (RBD,FLL). GLAUCOUS and ICELAND GULLS have also been 
here all winter. The Icelands have spread as far south as Yarmouth 
County as usual, but impressions of their abundance differ. Captain 
Hubert Hall believes that there were more in Yarmouth Harbour in 
January 1985 than in 1984. However, Ted c. D;Eon, around the corner 
in M.W. Pubnico, reports that there were 'very few Iceland Gulls this 
winter in the Pubnico area'. My guess is that it all depends on which 
fish plants are open. 

RING-BILLED GULLS were"still plentiful (up to 100)" at Eel Brook, 
Yar. Co., in mid-Dec. (PRD), and there was a bird in Yarmouth Harbour 
on Feb. 9 (B. RUFF), but all the other sightings come from the Halifax 
area. There are still some .25 birds scavenging among the ducks in 
Sullivan's Pond, in Dartmouth, and also a few at the Fairview Contain
er Pier, with a few scattered up the Eastern Shore at least as far as 
Martinique Beach (Rene and Diane Matteau, RBD, Cohrs.). 

Jack MacNeil reports that a flock of perhaps 200 BONAPARTE'S GULLS 
spent the fall at Ben Eoin Beach, Cape Breton, feeding on silversides. 
There was a BLACK-HEADED GULL there from Dec. 15 on, and he notes 
that "while these gulls are seen regularly in fall in Sydney Harbour, 
this is the first I have seen in Bras d'Or Lake". Bill and Brenda 
Thexton saw a Bonaparte's on the Wolfville sewage pond, Dec. 2-16, 
and there was another in Lr. w. Pubnico on Feb. 20 (Ted D'Eon). Our 
other records are from metro Halifax, where both species have been 
scavenging around the city all winter. The Cohrs counted at least 45 
Black-headed in Dartmouth on Feb. 24, some of them were coming into 
the 'pinkish' breeding plumage. 

BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKES are not supposed to come close inshore, 
but Captain Hall of the 'Bluenose', reports that several were blown 
into Yarmouth Harbour on Jan. 17. Apart from that, the Christmas 
Bird Count on Brier Is., produced 171 birds (ELM). 

FORSTER'S TERN is a southern, freshwater species which usually 
reaches us only when it's been blasted north by hurricanes. I can't 
explain our sightings--our only tern sightings--but they seem impec
cable. Jack MacNeil's bird, at Ben Eoin Beach, Cape Breton, on Nov. 
30-Dec. 1, was 'Forster's if the black mark through the eye and ear 
on otherwise white head is diagnostic'. The Cohrs, the Purchases, 
and Sandra Myers saw an immature bird, possibly a winter adult, on 
Dec. 29-30, at Crescent Beach. 
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There were the usual BLACK GUILLEMOTS along the Halifax shore 
from December to February (Don MacNeill, Bill Caudle, Fll, Cohrs, RBD, 
Warren and Nancy Peters). DOVEKIES, on the other hand, come inshore 
only with storms. It's been a rough winter, and we have quite a lot 
of records, though I haven't heard of any flights of Dovekies being 
'wrecked' inland. There were two birds off Hartlen Point, Dartmouth, 
on Jan. 18 and 19 and, on Jan 19, singletons off Chebucto Head and as 
far up the harbour as Canal Street (Rene and Diane Matteau) Sylvia 
Fullerton; James Taylor; C. Field). There were two more Dovekies off 
Hartlen Point on Feb, 9, and a possible off Point Pleasant Park on 
Feb. 17 (FLL,RBD). Farther south, Eric Mills saw a bird off Brier Is. 
on Dec, 17 1 as, did Ted C. D'Eon off Middle West Pubnico, Jan. 29. 

However, THICK-BILLED MURRES were blown ashore. The Ruffs and 
the Halls found one on Highway 101 near Plympton, Digby Co., on Jan. 
20. Raymond s. d'Entremont and Jerome d'Eon say of the bird they saw 
in Clark's Harbour on Feb. 9, "it was so close to the wharf, and in 
such a weakened state, that we could have captured it if we had made 
any effort". Or, more succinctly, "it was a cripple". Halifax 
Harbour is well-watched, and there are reports of murres as far 
inshore as the North-West Arm and Bedford Basin as late as Feb. 17 
(IAM,RBD). 

--RGBB, ed. 

This foster's Tern was snapped at the foggy close of day off 
Crescent Beach, during the Broad Cove Christmas Count, Dec. 29. The 
dark ear patch and rather long bill were very evident. It wa~ the 
4th Sterna species to have occurred on N.S. counts, but the first to 
be fully identified. Probably some or all of the previous coun~ 
records were also this species, as it is the only one that routinely 
winters north to the mid-Atlantic states. (Photo by Ian McLaren.) 



DIURNAL RAPTORS 6 

There were 35 BALD EAGLES in the Wolfville area for the field 
trippers on Feb. 2. In addition we had reports of 16 imm. and 9 ad. 
allowing for probable repeats, from Canso to Yarmouth. Up to 6 imm. 
and 2 ad. were at Martinique Beach on Jan. 10, although only 2 imm. 
and an ad. were there a month later. 

Up to 4 N. HARRIERS lingered at Grand Pr~ on Dec. 4, and there 
were several reports at Christmas Count time. Only one stayed at 
Grand Pre much later (last report Jan. 24), another at Cole Hbr. on 
Jan. 10, 2 more at Dartmouth on Feb. 4, and 1 at W. Pubnico on Feb. 1. 
The Dartmouth area birds were identified as imm. males; information 
on sexes and ages from other observers would be of interest. 

A total of perhaps 15 SHARP-SHINNED HAWKS (allowing for repeats) 
was reported in Jan.-Feb. This is fewer than usual, which may be a 
blessing for feeder watchers. An imm. N. GOSHAWK at Brier Is., on 
Nov. 25 and another at Tusket on Dec. 2, add to last fall's records. 
The only later one was an ad. female near Yankeytown on Feb •. 16. The 
intriguing change in status of BROAD-WINGED HAWKS continues. There 
are rumours that one was seen on the Wolfville Christmas Count, but 
we have no actual report. Shirley Cohrs made a careful study of an 
imm. bird along highway 103 near Chester on Dec. 30. ~nother was 
closely watched by the Cohrs and Purchases at Grand Pre dykes on 
Jan. 28 (the same bird as on the Wolfville Count?). As usual, most 
RED-TAILED HAWKS were seen in the Wolfville and Canard area: the 
maximal count submitted was of 40+ on Jan. 31 (B&BT). In the New 
Year, up to 11 were seen in the Dartmouth and Eastern Shore areas, and 
a half-dozen from other scattered localities. ROUGH-LEGGED HAWKS ,. 
were also well reported for Jan.-Feb., again, mostly around Grand Pre, 
where a "conservative" estimate of 14 was made by the Cohrs and 
Purchases on Jan. 28 and 29. Other single birds were seen in 6 
scattered places from Dartmouth to Cape Sable and Yarmouth. 

A beautiful ad. GOLDEN EAGLE 1 hotly pursued by N. Ravens, was 
wheeling and dodging across Martinique Sanctuary on Dec. 26, its 
golden nape and shoulders flashing in the sun (IAM). 

The only AM. KESTRELS reported were near Yarmouth on Dec. 17 and 
Jan. 19 (CRKA&PRD). Three MERLINS in Dec., and perhaps only 3-4 
later birds (allowing for repeats) around Dartmouth and in the Valley, 
also made a poor show. One male,struck by a car at Greenwich on 
Dec. 30, was nurtured by Jim and Deb Daigle for a few hours and re
leased evidently unimpaired. An imm. PEREGRINE FALCON was an unusual 
resident in and around Halifax, first sighted on the Christmas Count 
day. It was last reported by Dave Currie on Jan. 9, but a large 
unidentified falcon seen in Dartmouth at the end of Feb. (LP) could 
have been the same bird. A gray phase GYRFALCON, probably a first
year female, was seen by many observers at Grand Prf in Dec. through 
Feb. Another, apparently paler bird, was seen there on Feb. 12 by 
B&BT, who were familiar with the 'routine' bird. 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS 

GRAY PARTRIDGES seem to have recovered in the Wolfville area, 
for we received reports of up to 15 at Grand Pre, 15 near Porter's 
Point, 12 near Hillaton, and 8 at Upper Granville. The Cohrs and 
Purchases produced a maximal estimate of 60+ RING-NECKED PHEASANTS 
in the Grand Pr~ area in late Jan. There were 26 at Port Williams on 
Jan. B. Away from these areas, there were only a couple near Annapolis 
Royal and 1 near Middleton, but no doubt they were under-reported. 
Only 9 RUFFED GROUSE appeared in 6 scattered localities. 

RALLIDS 

Apart from Christmas Count birds, the only AM. COOT was near 
Black Pt., St. Margaret's Bay, on Dec. 9. No other marsh birds were 
reported. 

--IAM, ed. 
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WINTER SHOREBIRDS 

Four BLACK-BELLIED PLOVERS were at Cole Hbr., Nov. 26 (R&DM), 
four others at Cherry Hill (SJF). One was at L.W. Pubnico, Dec.14 
(Rd'E et al.), and two were still at Cherry Hill, Dec. 30 (CN). A 
late SEMI-PALMATED PLOVER was at L.W. Pubnico, Dec, 14 (Rd'E et al.). 
At Cherry Hill, six RED KNOTS on Dec. 6 had dwindled to one by the 
time of the Christmas Count on Dec. 29 (SJF). There were c. 75 
SANDERLINGS on Cape Sable Is., Nov. 23 (EEM), still 11 at Grand Pre 
on Christmas Eve (RBS), but not even this hardy species was reported 
in the New Year. PURPLE 1 SANDPIPERS were reported from Daniel's 
Hd (EEM), Peggy's Cove (fide IAM), Martinique Beach (RBD,FLL), and 
Chebucto Hd (CF), with the highest count being 30 at the last named 
location. The DUNLIN lingered longer and in greater numbers than 
usual: 12 were at Cherry Hill, Dec 9, 2 still there Dec. 29 (SJF); 
23 were at Grand Pr~, Dec. 24 (RBS), 7 still there Jan. 19 (IAM)i 11 
were at Crescent Beach Dec. 30 (CN), and 2 at Martinique, Jan. 10 
(FLL,DM). As January progressed, the weather grew worse and the 
sightings ceased. 

A COMMON SNIPE was at L.W. Pubnico, Dec. 15, and an unlucky 
AMERICAN WOODCOCK was still there Jan. 15 (Rd'E). 

--F.S., ed. 

An elegant picture of one of the most elegant of birds. This Ross' 
Gull was photographed by Dalhousie PhD student Ian Kirkham, who,in 
studying Arctic Terns at Churchill last summer, found these gulls a 
pleasant distraction. 
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DOVES, OWLS, FINGFISHER 

Only DJd'E at L.W. Pubnico and JT in Dartmouth reported numbers 
of ROCK DOVES at f.eeders. It seems you can It have MOURNING DOVES 
without that risk. These more genteel doves were more widely seen at 
feeders: up to 22 at M.W. Pubnico, 11 at L.W. Pubnico, 4 at Pleasant 
Lake, 12 at Middleton, 39 at Rockingham, 18 at L. Sackville, 36 at 
Ross Rd., Dartmouth, 20 at W. Lawrencetown and 3 away up in Canso 
and Hazel Hill. About 100 granery birds were counted near Greenwich 
on Jan. 27. Only one or two birds were reported away from such food 
sources, which indicates that they probably survive our winters with
out help. 

The only GREAT-HORNED OWL reported was at Tusket on Dec. 9 (JD'E), 
and the only SNOWY OWL was presumably on its way at Dan'l's Head, 
Cape Sable Is., on Nov. 21 (EEM). Five BARRED OWLS were reported 
between Dec. 1 and Feb. 7. I have heard that a larger King's Co. 
roost of LONG-EARED OWLS dispersed in late autumn, but 2 took up 
residence in Grand Prf Park in early Jan. and another was being mobbed 
by crows in Wolfville on Jan. 31 (BLF). It should be stressed that 
roosts of these owls are vulnerable to overdisturbance by birders, and 
in hard winters their displacement may produce unfortunate results for 
the owls. The only SHORT-EARED OWLS were 2 at Grand Prl on Jan. 13 
and another at L. Canard on Jan. 30 (RBS). A road-killed SAW-WHET OWL, 
found by John Kearney at M.W. Pubnico on Jan. 3, was our only report 
of the species. 

BELTED KINGFISHERS made it until at least Dec. 29, at Annapolis 
Royal, Jan. 1 at Three Fathom Hbr., Jan. 25 at Eel Brook, Jan. 3 
at Prospect, Jan. 12 at Lunenburg, and Feb. 5 (2 to Jan. 25) at St. 
Margaret's Bay. One wonders if any survived the whole winter. 

WOODPECKERS 

We have reports of about 37 DOWNY WOODPECKERS at 21 localities, 
and about 18 HAIRY WOODPECKERS at 10 localities. Most were at feeders 
as usual. No BLACK-BACKED WOODPECKERS were reported, and I wonder if 
the high numbers in fall (including 1 on Seal Is.) signalled an 
exodus. We do have one report (JD'E, no details) of the much rarer 
THREE-TOED WOODPECKER at L.W. Pubnico on Jan. 4. Several N. FLICKERS 
were noted through Dec., and beyond this there were individuals at 
a feeder on the Old Sackville Rd (fide JT) and at Conrad Beach on 
Feb 16 (JT). There were reports of?scattered PILEATED WOODPECKEBS, 
including a bird drumming from Feb. 2 onwards (L&PP). Can spring be 
far behind? 

--I .A,M., ed. 
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FLYCATCHERS 

It is not often that any members of the flycatcher group feature 
in the April. issue. However, there were three WESTERN FLYCATCHERS 
around in December, one of which stayed (or should I say lived, as 
all no doubt eventually succumbed to the cold) to be counted on the 
Halifax West Christmas Count. That one was in the south end of 
Halifax from early Dec. until the 20th, after which it was no longer 
in evidence,(IAM) The others were: one at Hazel Hill, Dec. 1, 
(BB&NP) and one at Sambro, Hfx. Co., Dec9-ll (RBD&DC). 

Strictly speaking, the SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER discovered by 
Damien Welsh at Hazel Hill on Dec. 1, belongs in this issue, although 
it was mentioned last time. June Jarvis' photo here explains why 
this fourth re·cord for the province generated such excitement in the 
area,--a beautiful._birdt 

HORNED LARKS TO KINGLETS 

HORN~D LARKS continued to be seen up to press time. Around the 
Grand Pre dykes they appeared in flocks of 6 to 200, sometimes mixed 
in with Snow Buntings and Lapland Longspurs. They were also noted on 
Brier Is. (4 on CBC) Cole Hbr. (30 on Jan. 6), Chebogue Pt. (3 on 
Feb. 17) and Black River (30 on Feb. 20). 

Seventeen GRAY JAYS were reported between Dec. 1 and Feb. 15 
mostly singles and widely distributed. Warren and Nancy Peters did 
see a group of five on Jan. 18, at Upper White Head, near Canso. 
Nellie Snyder writes that in her part of Lun. Co. (Crousetown) they 
are conspicuous by their absence. 

BLUEJAYS, as usual,were regular winter feeder visitors and perhaps 
were greeted with more enthusiasm than usual in this year of poor 
feeder watching. Nine were reported "in the wild". 

COMMON CROWS were much in evidence all winter, although no great 
concentrations were reported.There was a late report of a possible 
crow migration on Nov. 25, when Eric Mills saw 200+ in one large 
flock leaving Brier Is., on northerly winds. It was while counting 
crows that Bernice McLaren and her party first heard and saw the 
JACKDAW in the Fairview cemetery in Halifax. Hundreds of people 
subsequently "bagged" this bird and it is still in the area at the 
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time of writing (March 3), travelling between the cemetery and the 
garbage bins behind a row of fast food outlets nearby. We hope to 
have some photographs in the next issue. For background information 
on the Jackdaws in Nova Scotia, see NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS, Vol. 27, No. 1 
(Jan. 1985) p. 56. 

NORTHERN RAVENS were seen in usual numbers, although no one has 
mentioned seeing any of their pre-nuptual acrobatics which usually 
start around this time. 

BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEES have been plentiful and regular at 
feeders (sometimes almost the ONLY regulars) and common in small 
woodland flocks. The Payzants heard their spring"fee-bee-song on 
Feb. 12. BOREAL CHICKADEES were much more widely reported than 
usual. The Raymond d'Entremonts did NOT lure one to their suet log 
this year as they have for several years, but these woods birds did 
come to feeders in Dartmouth (Purchases) and Cole Harbour, Guysborough 
Co. {C&I Mitchell). The largest flock of Boreals was 10 at Hammond's 
Plains, seen Feb. 16 by the N.S.B.S. Field Trip. 

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES seemed steady in nUl'Qlber with fewer at feed
ers and more in the woods this year. Seventeen were counted by 
RBD and BMcD on their route during the Halifax East Chris±nas Coun~; 
they seemed 'plentiful' in Keji (B&ERuff) while at Bass River, they 
stayed in the tall trees and eschewed the feeders (W&PH). At least 
22 WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCHES were reported, an encouraging continuat
ion of last year's good numbers (23), after some years of scarcity. 
All were at feeders except one in Pt. Pleasant Park and two in tall 
trees in Wolfville. (CF,JSC). 

Five BROWN CREEPERS came to light, one each at Dartmouth (Dec. 2) 
Bass River and Waverley (both Jan. 12), Amherst and Halifax (both 
Feb. 18) (D.McN, N&PH, L&PP, CD, JSC). Four more were seen by Chris 
Field in the south end of Haiifax, between Nov. 25 and Jan. 5, but 
the locations were close and it is possible that it may have been 
only one or perhaps two birds. 

A MARSH WREN appeared at Broad Cove, Dec. 29, on the Christmas 
Count. It drew attention to itself by calling, was then put up, well 
seen and counted by Sylvia Fullerton and Barbara Hinds. 

KINGLETS TO STARLINGS 

The hoards of GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLETS that were around last fall 
dissipated to a steady winter population reported from Yarmouth, 
Shelburne, Lunenburg, Annapolis and Halifax Counties. '-The largest 
number was 10 on Jan. 28, at Wallbrook, Kings Co. (BLF). Two RUBY
CROWNED KINGLETS lingered--one Nov. 30, in JSC's Halifax garden and 
one Dec. 2, at Green Bay, also seen by JSC. 

The BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER picture is most interesting. So many 
people saw so many gnatcatchers in the south end of Halifax in late 
Nov. and early Dec., that it is difficult to be definite about the 
number of birds there were. However, extrapolating times, places and 
sexes of the birds, it would seem that there were at least four 
individuals. Two more were seen at that time in the Fairview area of 
the city, one of which stayed until Dec. 27. There were three seen 
together in Dartmouth on Dec. 7 and another bird visited Con and 
Elly Desplanque in Amherst on Dec. 6. A conservative estimate of 
gnatcatchers stands thus at 10. 

There is a report of a possible female EASTERN BLUEBIRD at a feeder 
in East Pubnico, Jan. 14-16, described to but not seen by Ted D'Eon. 
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Three HERMIT THRUSHES have been seen in 1985. These were at 
Hazel Hill, Jan. 20-31, at L.W. Pubnico, Jan. 29 and at Dartmouth, 

Feb 4 (J&NB,JD1 E,FLL) 
This proved to be a good year for overwintering AMERIC~ ROBINS. 

other than from the Pubnicos, there were 26 reports of Robins, mostly 
of one to six, but four of 12-20 and one of 75+ at Lower Argyle, Jan. 
12. At Middle and Lower Pubnico, a flock stayed from Dec. 6 to 
press time, fluctuating in numbers or perhaps breaking into smaller 
flocks and later reforming like this: 

Dec. 6 20 
Jan. 12 40 
Jan. 22 35 
Feb. 3 25-30 
Feb. 20 100 

(JD'E, D.J.d'E,R.S.d'E) 

For the first time since 1978, Ralph Johnson in Liverpool has 
not had a NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD overwintering there, eating the 
forsythia buds and bossing the feeder. Only one mocker was seen 
anywhere, on Feb. 4 at Dartmouth by FLL. There was also only one 
BROWN THRASHER seen--Dec. 8 and 21st at W. Pubnico by Delisle 
d'Entremont. 

Eight late fall WATER PIPITS were at L.W. Pubnico, in Nov. and 
Dec., one remaining until Feb. 14. There was on~ still on Brier, 
Dec. 3. All the other reported were at Grand Pre, where many people 
saw them, but only up to 5 at once, from Nov. to mid Jan. 

A single BOHEMIAN WAXWING was in Yarmouth from Feb. 9 (Ruffs). 
Most Bohemians were in Annapolis County, seen by Sharon Hawbolt. 
She had a flock of 30 at Clementsport, Nov. 28-Dec. 14, 20 at Deep 
Brook, Jan. 14-17, and 12 at Clementsport, Feb. 9. A flock of 30 
appeared in the United Church Cemetery in Bass River, Feb. 19--a year 
to the day from a flock of 35 in the same place (W&PH). The only 
other report is of one at the Ruff's feeder in Yarmouth, Feb. 9. 'RBS 
ana BLF note that none were seen in their area (Wolfville, Kentville, 
etc.) • CEDAR WAXWINGS were more plentiful. Reports began with 12 
seen Dec. 8, at York Redoubt, Hfx. Co. (RBD,DC), 50+ were around in 
L.W. Pubnico from Dec. 10 until mid Jan. and 43 at Kentville ate all 
the buds off Richard Stern's hawthornes, Dec. 15-16. A flock of 65 was 
around at Lr. Eel Brook, Dec. 17, increasing to 100 by the 22nd, most 
of them departing by Jan. 2, when only "a few" remained. On Jan. 12 
another large flock visited the area briefly (PRD). The Ruffs in 
Yarmouth had 14 from Feb. 8-17, and on the 18th, 15 appeared again in 
W. Pubnico. In Kings Co., BLF had 20 at Greenwich, Jan. 27, and 20 
at Grand Pre, Feb. 17. 

Only four NORTHERN SHRIKES were noted--not,therefore, a "Shrike 
Winter". The first was an adult, Dec. 15, at Crystal Crescent Beach, 
Hfx. Co. (JS&JLC). One appeared at central Argyle, Dec. 27 and one 
at Eel Brook, Jan. 19--ages not given (JK,PRD,CRKA). The last, an 
adult, was at Hammond's Plains Road, Jan. 20 (DC). 

Nine people reported that EUROPEAN STARLINGS were regular at their 
feeders (probably dozens of others preferred to ignor the fact). Most 
numbers given were 10-30, but our sympathies go out to Keith Keddy, 
with 100 on Dec. 18 and to Joyce Purchase with 200+ on Jan. 1--not an 
omen for the new year I hope. 

--JSC, ed. 
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VIREOS AND WARBLERS 

A WHITE-EYED VIREO, an exotic here, was seen and field marks 
carefully noted by RBS, Nov. 25 on Brier Is., and a photograph was 
also obtained. Only one other VIREO is mentioned in this season's 
report, a late SOLITARY, seen Dec. 2, in Dartmouth by Don MacNeill. 

Twenty-three observers have sent us reports of eleven species of 
WOOD WARBLER, four of them exotics in this region, for the report 
period. These are: an ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER, seen Dec. 15, on the 
Halifax West Christmas Bird Count; the NASHVILLE, present in the 
McLarens' backyard in Halifax, Nov. 23-25 (may have been the same one 
seen by Blake Maybank, Dec. 2, in the south end of Halifax) or may 
have been a second bird; another one of these was seen Dec. 8 at 
Purcell's Cove (RF); one or two CAPE MAY WARBLERS stayed around West 
Pubnico, early winter: 1, Dec. 11 and 2 (male and female) Jan. 5-11, 
reported to· Delisle d'Entremont; our usual over-wintering warbler, the 
YELLOW-RUMPED was observed fairly frequently throughout the winter 
with reports from the Halifax area, Yarmouth, Lunenburg counties, 
Canso and Amherst, 1-20-40 birds per observation in December and 
January, then a few of 1-6 individuals per sighting from these same 
regions in February, the largest number seen together in February 
was 6, on the 10th at L.W. Pubnico (JD'E); it is surprising that even 
more of this species were not seen this winter, as the Canadian holly 
outdid itself and there was an excellent berry crop altogether. In 
SW Nova Scotia there was more competition than usual from the rather 
large flocks of robins which also chose to stay the winter here. 

A surprising second to the Yellow-rump in number of reports re
ceived is the PINE WARBLER. Earliest was 1, Nov. 25, a bright male on 
Brier Is., seen by IAM,ELM,RBS; The next one, a dull-colored immature 
noted Dec. 9, near Lunenburg (ELM,IAM); Ian McLaren wrote, "the last 
of 2 Pine Warblers at the Beaufort St.feeder in Halifax, evidently 
succumbed around Jan. 2". Two others were at the Cohrs' feeder 
Dec. 15-24, one of them seen repeatedly in January and up to Feb. 6 
(JSC); one female was present at the RBD feeder on several occasions 
in Dec. up to the first of Jan., which makes at least 2 and a possible 
5 birds of this species in Halifax city during the winter. One other 
Pine Warbler, "quite tame", was seen in Rockingham, Jan. 19-20, at 
the Robertson feeder by MAC. A late PALM WARBLER was seen Dec. 15 
(the Halifax CBC, reported by ELM;) 2 others were on the list of the 
Halifax west CBC, Dec. 23, at Ashburn Golf Course (RBD); a BLACK-AND
WHITE WARBLER came to the feeder throughout November at Walter Chute's 
in south end Halifax; Richard Stern saw the (previously reported) 
BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER still present Nov. 28; a COMMON YELLOW
THROAT was seen by ELM et al., Dec. 15, at Portugese Cove; a WILSON'S 
WARBLER (male) was present Dec. 24, in the Cohrs' garden in Halifax 
(JSC); James Taylor reports 2 YELLOW-BREASTED CHATS seen in December, 
one on the 13th at Creighton Ave., Dartmouth and one Dec. 20, at 
Eastern Passage, also seen were two of these birds, Jan. 2 at Lr. W. 
Pubnico by JFK. 

CARDINAL TO TOWHEE 

Two reports of the NORTHERN CARDINAL are of birds widely separated 
geographically: 1, male, Dec. 17- Feb. 22 at Bass River (FLS) and 1, 
female, at a feeder in Yarmouth, Jan. 3 (Helen Hall)--a long way to 
go to get together but we wish them luck. 

Four DICKCISSELS have been reported: 1, Dec. 15, at Lakeside, 
"with 42 House Sparrows", seen by Don MacNeill with Carol MacNeill and 
Jill MacLean; 1 (female) Dec. 26-Feb. 14, at 300 Ross Rd., Dartmouth, 
by D&JP, and on Dec. 27 by RBD and others; 1, Jan. 5, at 69 Woodlawn 
Rd., Dartmouth (JT) and 1, Feb. 3, at Canso (J&SJ). 
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one RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE was seen this season, a male, Jan. 19 
and 22 at Goat Lake Farm, East Chester by Martin and Florence Haase. 

SPARROWS TO SNOW BUNTINGS 

The SPARROWS have stayed with us in numbers this winter, and a 
dozen species are reported: the TREE SPARROW, first reported Nov. 22 
from Lr. w. Pubnico (DJd'E) was seen generally over the province from 
then on to the present time (March 1), twelve observations of 100 or 
more birds, 40% of them in the Wolfville area (B&BT). Four reports of 
late CHIPPING SPARROWS are of 6 birds altogether from Nov. 25 at Brier 
Is. (ELM) to Jan. 10 at Antigonish (RDC); 1 LARK SPARROW (imm.) was 
seen at Italy Cross, Dec. 1 (J&SC); only four reports of the SAVANNAH 
SPARROW were: 2, Dec, 21 Martinique Beach (RBD), 11, Jan. 6 at Cole 
Harbor (IAM), 2, Jan. 12 at Canard (Don MacNeill et al.) and 1, 
Jan. 18 at Grand Desert, Hfx. Co. (D&JP); one Savannah IPSWICH was 
noted at Cherry Hill, Nov. 24 (SJF); 1, Dec. 9, near Lunenburg (IAM, 
ELM); 2, Dec. 23 among 13 Savannah Sparrows at Conrad's Beach on the 
Halifax East CBC, and 3, Jan. 6, at Cole Harbor (IAM); one SHARP
TAILED SPARROW is reported as present at Rainbow Haven, Jan. 10 by 
FLL and David Mark; a few FOX SPARROWS lingered through the winter, 
most of them at feeders; in December were seen, 1, at Broad Cove, 1, 
at w. Pubnico, and 1, "late Dec. to Jan. 13", at the Hazel Hill feeder 
of Jane and Norris Bushell; in January, a Fox Sparrow was present at 
Lr. Eel Brook, where it stayed several weeks at the feeder, and 1, 
was seen on the roadside at Tusket; Chris Naugler wrote, "Feb. 3, 1 
Fox Sparrow near Crescent, Lun. Co. at a feeder the owners of which 
tell me that they have had up to 5 Fox Sparrows at one time this 
winter." In February, one each Fox Sparrows were seen on the 4th at 
Yarmouth (E&BR), on the 9th at Argyle (DJd'E), on the 10th at Quinan, 
Yar. Co. (RSd'E) and through Feb. at Duncan's Cove, Hfx. Co., at 
Casey Baldwin's feeder, reported by IAM. 

Twenty-seven reports of SONG SPARROWS is unusual for the winter 
season. Most reports were of l's and 2's and mostly at feeders, but 
some larger numbers were seen: 5, Dec. 13 at Russell Lake, Dartmouth 
(JT1 5, through January and February at a Wolfville feeder (B&BT), 24, 
Jan. 8, in the Canard-Port Williams area, feeding on weed seeds 
(JT&BT), 6, Feb. 14 at Tufts Cove (FLL) and on Jan. 19, "in snow-filled 
Kings Co. there were numerous Song Sparrows and a few Tree and Savan
nah Sparrows feeding on margins of roads which were scraped down to 
grass by the plows", according to Ian McLaren. The same phenomenon 
was observed in Yarmouth County--in February many small flocks of 
mixed sparrow species (in this case Song Sparrows, White-throats and 
Juncos with the two latter predominating), flushed up from the 
"scraped" roadsides, settling to feed almost immediately again (CRKA, 
PRD). This behavior, usual in the fall, especially with Chipping 
Sparrows in migratory flocks, had never been observed here in winter 
before. These birds were plentiful at feeders in the area too, and 
at least at PRD's, they sang all winter, Juncos, Song Sparrows and 
White-throated Sparrows, rather quavery, thready songs but entirely 
recognizable. Shirley Cohrs wrote: 1, Song Sparrow, singing in the 
quince, Feb. 20, "quite a good spring song too--none of the winter 
whispers". This is surprising in the coldest, snowiest winter we have 
had in many years. 

Unusual too were three reports of the SWAMP SPARROW: 2, Dec. 13 
at Russell Lake (JT); 1, irnrn. Jan. 7-12, "feeding with Whitethroats 
and Tree Sparrows", at 300 Ross Road, Dartmouth (D&JP); 1, Jan. 12 at 
Broad Cove, and 1, through Feb. at Duncan's Cove (a feeder) (IAM,ELM). 
Fourteen reports of the WHITE-THROATED SPARROW added up to 72 individ
uals, which scarcely represents our winter population of this conspic
uous bird (conspicuous for a sparrow), present all winter in its form
er good numbers or better, noticably in more coastal areas. In 
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Yarmouth County the roadside flocks above-mentioned were as often as 
not entirely composed of Whitethroats, and similar flocks, with or 
without accompanying Juncos, etc., were encountered often at feeders 
and in the woods as well as on the roadsides, as the winter advanced. 
A WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW was seen through January at Duncan's Cove, 
at the Casey Baldwin feeder (IAM), and another of this species stayed 
at Canso, seen there by J&SJ on Feb. 3,8,9 and 11. 

Winter of 1984-85 was undoubtedly the year of the Junco, the 
DARK-EYED JUNCO (we seem to have gone back to this designation please 
note). Perhaps there are always as many here, able to subsist in the 
forest or elsewhere out of sight, but this year the deep snow brought 
them out into the open. This was not universal, half of our reports 
were of 1-15 birds, all but one at feeders, and came from the'top' 
half of the province; elsewhere, for example, KNK reported "up to 
20 regular throughout the winter at Hammond's Plains feeders", Chris 
Naugler reported "increasing numbers up to Feb. 9", when there were 
20 at his Bridgetown feeder, 22, Feb. 3 at a feeder near Crescent 
Beach; Nellie Snyder also had increasing numbers at her feeder in 
Crousetown, from 4, Dec. 29 to 24, Feb. 13; Doris and Ken Peters of 
Pubnico reached a high of 50, Jan. 20; P.R. Dobson of Lr. Eel Brook 
60+ the week of Feb. 21-28, and CRK Allen at Tusket counted a high of 
90+ at his feeders Jan. 12, and at least that many on subsequent days 
much of the winter. Two OREGON JUNCOS are reported: a female at 
Petite Riviere, Jan. 12, seen by IAM,ELM&RF: one,,rnale, Jan. 20-Feb. 
11 at Maple Ave., Bass River (Ward and Phyllis Hemeon). 

Delisle d'Entremont has reported one LAPLAND LONGSPUR, Nov. 25 
at Lr. W. Pubnico; Fulton Lavender and David Mark saw 25 of these 
birds Jan. 10 at Rainbow Haven, and Ian McLaren, 10, Jan. 6, at Cole 
Harbor. Aside from these, the Longspurs were seen only on the Grand 
Pr6 dyke: 3, Jan. 12 (FLL,DC, Bernice Moores, Don and Carol McNeil); 
10, Jan. 20 (B&BT) and 20, Feb. 13 (BLF) and "an all-winter maximum 
of 14 at any one time" seen there by RBS. 

The SNOW BUNTING was seen first in November: 6, Nov. 13 at Dan'l's 
Head (EEM); flock of 60, Nov. 26, at Clementsport (SH); in Dec. by 
the 9th there were 100+ at Grand Pr~ (B&BT); 15-20 at Cole Harbor 
Dyke, Dec. 16 (R&DM); 15 at Mahoney's Beach, Antigonish Co., Dec. 17 
(RDC,SPF) and 100-150, Dec. 30, at Cherry Hill Beach, Lun. Co. (CN); 
by January numbers had doubled in these regions, ... elsewhere diminish
ing in February, except 70-80 on the North Mountain above Port Lorne, 
as reported by Don and Joan Keddie. 

ICTERIDS 

There were few records of the RED-WINGED BLACKBI= (as usual) 
this winter: only one December record, of 6 birds on the 5th at Lr. 
w. Pubnico at JD'E's feeder; (a report from J. Taylor of 3, at the 
Cooke farm in Halifax Co., has no date given); four records in Jan. 
are of 2, Jan 5, at a feeder in Tusket; 1, Jan. 6 (plus 2, Feb. 17) 
at a feeder in Yarmouth (B&ER); 25+, a flock, Jan. 10 at the Tusket 
feeder of CRKA, and 1, Jan 16, at Economy (FLS). One other February 
appearance was of 1, a female, Feb. 3 at Wolfville, which displayed 
rather different behavior: this bird was accompanied by a female 
Cowbird which performed the head-down display. "The Redwinged Black
bird repeatedly preened the back of the head and neck of the Cowbird. 
Each time the Redwinged Blackbird moved to another branch of the tree 
the Cowbird also moved, getting as close as possible, and repeated the 
display. This took place in our backyard and we watched the birds 
for about 10 minutes .11 (B&BT) . 

Two reports of the EASTERN MEADOWLARK, both in December are: 1, 
Dec. 9 at Conrad's Beach on the Halifax CBC (ELM, RF) , and 1, Dec . 29; 
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at Cherry Hill(the Broad Cove CBC, SJF,~H). Four o~ly reports of the 
RUSTY BLACKBIRD were 1, Dec. 3 (Big Porrl,Jack MacNeil), 3, Dec. 8, 
at the Purchases in Dartmouth; 1-5 "from time to time all winter" at 
Hazel Hill (Canso area, (W&NP), and 1 male, Feb. 22 at Crousetown {NS)· 
The COMMON GRACKLE was also seldom seen this winter, only five reports: 
1, Nov. 26, Hammonds Plains feeder (KNK); "up to 12 until Dec. 14, 
last one seen Dec. 31", at Dartmouth, the feeder of D&JP, who also 
wrote: "for three days, one with a white head feeding with the others" 
1, Dec. 31, Antigonish (RDC,SPF); 12+, Feb. 4, at Hazel Hill (W&NP) who 
wrote: "several to a dozen seen at various times all winter in various 
feeding areas"; and 2, Feb. 17, at the Ruffs' feeder in Yarmouth. The 
BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD was apparently universally present in Nova Scotia 
during the winter, with reports of 10-150, this last and largest 
number counted Jan. 4 at Lr. W. Pubnico (DJd'E). Numbers fell off 
sharply by February, the last report, of 7, at Bass River, Feb. 10 
was from the feeder of Ward and Phyllis Hemeon. 

A NORTHERN ORIOLE, 
until Dec. 9, at Tusket 
Phyllis Hayes, and seen 
of this species was seen 

FINCHES TO HOUSE SPARROW 

a bright male, spent all fall and at least 
Falls in the Hayes' garden, reported by 

by many others during this time. One other 
at Eastern Passage, Dec. 18, by James Taylor. 

The PINE GROSBEAK has been well reported this winter, at least 
from five counties: at Clementsport, Anna. Co., Sharon Hawboldt had 
"a fleeting glimpse of a flock of up to a dozen" of these birds in 
January; at Fairview, Hfx. Co. 6, were seen Jan. 12 (DC); at Hammonds 
Plains, 16+ in January, 40 in February (KNK and eight others); at 
White Rock, Kings Co., 4, in February; at Greenfield, 2, in Feb. (BLF). 
On the December CBC at East Pubnico, a flock of 7-8 was seen; 7, at 
East Quinan, Yar. Co., Jan. 14; 1, at Glenwood, Yar. Co., Jan. 25; 
1, at N. Belleville, Feb. 1, and 12, Feb. 10 at Quinan (RSd'E, CRKA, 
PRD). 

Regrettably this seems to be an off year for the PURPLE FINCH, 
which was observed throughout the winter by most of our regular 
reporters, distribution general but numbers very small, 1-4 per 
sighting was the rule. These finches were most often seen at feeders 
but could also be encountered in the wild, usually conspicuous in a 
tall spruce. Numbers swelled slightly mid-Jan. to mid-Feb., and 
Nellie Snyder heard one sing at her feeder in Crousetown, Feb. 5. 
The rum CROGGBILL was seen in small numbers "2 to 6 regularly from 
Nov. 24 to Dec. 29", at Crescent Beach and Broad Cove (SJF,BH); 
"found (6 among the 50 Whitewings) on the LaHave Islands, Broad Cove 
CBC, some still there Jan. 2" (IAM,ELM,RF); otherwise, reports were 
of 1-2 in January and February at Keji (EBR,HH) and at the Yankeytown 
area Feb. 16 (FLL), and 30, Feb. 23 at Cow Bay (CF). The WHITE-WINGED 
CROSSBILL was heard and seen from late November to the last of 
December in flocks of 15-35 at Broad Cove and Crescent Beach (SJF)., 
also similar-sized flocks Dec. 2 to 21 at Martinique Beach and on to 
Halifax (RBD); 50, at least Dec. 18 at Lr. W. Pubnico (RSd'E) and 
about 10, Dec. 23 at New Ross (KNK). Keith Keddy also saw around 20 
of these Jan. 8 at Hammonds Plains; on Jan 12, there were 50 at Lr. 
W. Pubnico (JD'E) and in February, flocks of 40 at Conrad's Beach, 
25+ at Cole Harbor, Guys. Co., 100+ at the Yankeytown areas were 
recorded by JT, W&NP&FLL. Raymond d'Entremont wrote: "I came across 
9 White-winged Crossbills whose vocalizations were not the usual 
chatterings, but a prolonged chatter changing in pitch, more pleasing 
to the ear--and suggestive of nesting Crossbills." This was at L.W. 
Pubnico where White-winged Crossbills were present throughout the 
winter, (see above). Altogether a poor winter for the pink finches, 
the COMMON REDPOLL received only three reports: _.20,_ Feb. 10, Quinan, 
Yar. Co., seen by RSd'E, who wrote that this was the only sighting of 
this bird he had had all winter; 1 (only) male, Feb. 20 "still around 
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at Hazel Hill feeders, travels with 12+ Goldfinches--a beautifully 
marked bird" (N&WP), and "none" at Big Pond noted by Jack MacNeil, 
who wrote, "generally can count on seeing them this time of year",. 

PINE SISKINS also had a lean year, none seen by Jack MacNeil at 
Big Pond, none at Waverley "noticable by their absence, we normally 
have many at the feeder", remarked by Linda and Peter Payzant; one 
December sighting was of 6, Dec. 8, at Pleasant Valley (JT); two 
sightings in February were 1, Feb. 10, at Carleton, Yar. Co. (B&ER) 
and 4, Feb. 16, at Lumsden Darn, Kings Co. (BLF). This is all for the 
Si skins this year. The AJ11IERICAN GOLDFINCH on the other hand, was 
present in fair numbers all winter throughout the province both at 
feeders and in the wild. Larger numbers were seen in the central and 
northern areas, with flocks of 50-100 (Wolfville Ridge, Kentville, 
Waverley, Dartmouth); with counts of 300-500 over farm fields in the 
Valley and on Conrad's Beach, Hfx. Co. were found by several parties 
(fide Jim Taylor). JT and BT noted a flock of 45 Goldfinches in the 
Port Williams area, Jan. 8 and also reported "Jan. 7, a partial albino 
American Goldfinch has been at the Dalglis' feeder for several days-
head and back pale buff, yellow around neck, wings and tail creamy 
white, underparts whitish". At Bass River the Herneons noted very few 
Goldfinches during December until Dec. 26, when 20 were seen--the 
average was 5 to 6 daily from then on through Jan. except for 20, 
Jan. 3, 25, Jan. 14 to Feb. 9, 35, Feb. 10, 60 up to 100 on Feb. 17, 
and an estimated 125, Feb. 18. 

A note from Eric Mills reads: Evening Grosbeaks*, Purple Finches, 
Pine Grosbeaks, Pine Siskins, American Goldfinches**, White-winged 
Crossbills** present in unusually large numbers Nov. to the end of 
Dec. on Brier Is. Most abundant species marked with*,**· 

The EVENING GROSBEAK was first seen in November at Dartmouth, 
Nov. 24 at Hazel Hill, Nov. 25 at Lr. W. Pubnico, Nov. 26 at Hammonds 
Plains and at Big Pond; then Dec. 6 at Amherst, Dec. 9 at Bridgewater 
and "December infrequently" at Yarmouth. It would be difficult to call 
this a pattern. Eventually these Grosbeaks reached universal distrib
ution around the province, but were quite fickle at feeders, sometimes 
present in the 8-10 sized flock, more often 20-30 to 80 or more. For 
some obscure reason there was an inundation of these grosbecks on Feb. 
15 in the neighborhood of Eel Lake, Yar. Co.--"an uncountable, ever 
shifting congregation of them for a few hours p.m~ (PRD). 

Lastly the HOUSE SPARROW, still to be found in its familiar 
locations but quite probably declining in numbers, has received a 
dozen reports, varying from "all winter as usual", at 300 Ross Road, 
Dartmouth (D&JP) to "a few to 25 occasionally drop in during the 
winter", at the Hammonds Plain feeder (KNK), to "a flock in the 
general area of approximately 20-25, only 3-4 usually come to feeders 
(W&PH) Bass River, to l0's and 12's feeding in such widely divergent 
places as Eastern Passage, Belleville, Woodlawn and Lr. W. Pubnico; 
at Amherst, Con Desplanque has had "a few visitors daily, by far, not 
as many as some years ago" (speaking of House Sparrows), and at 
Crousetown, Nellie Snyder reports 4 House Sparrows Feb. 14, as "the 
first I've had for several years". 

--PRD, ed. 



17 

Many thanks from all of us to the following contributors: . 
c R K Allen Norman Bay Pearl Bay, Winnifred Bent, Nancy Blair, 
R.G.B · Brown' Betty Bush~ll Lee Bushell, Bill Caudle, Roland 
Chais~on, Ma;garet A. Clark: John Cohrs, Shirley Cohrs! Betsy ~ooke, 
Garnet Cooke, A. Covey, Broughton G. Crowell, Dave Currie, Calvin D~we, 
Delisle D'Entremont, Raymond D'Entremont, Roger D'Entremont, Ted D ~on, 
Con Desplanque, Bob Dickie, Helen Dickie, Phyllis Dobson, Mary Durling, 
Chris Field, Steven Flemming, Bernard Forsythe, Roger Foxha'.1~ R. B. 
Fraser, Sylvia Fullerton, J. Gates, Florence W. Haase, Martin R. 
Haase, Helen Hal 1, Hubert Hal 1, Jean Hartley, Sharon Hawboldt, Ward 
Hemeon, Phyllis Hemeon, Ivy Higgins, Vern Higgins, Fr~nk Himsl, 
Barbara Hinds, June Jarvis, John F. Kearney, Don Keddie, Jotn Keddy, 
Keith Keddy, Fulton Lavender, David Mack, Bill MacDon~ld, Bob MacD?nald, 
Jill Maclean, Sara Maclean, Edie Macleod, Carol MacNeil, Don MacNeil, 
E. MacRury, Charles Martell, Diane Matteau, Rene Matteau, Ian A. 
Mclaren, Jack McNeil, Eric L. Mills, Clarence Mitchell, Iris Mitchell, 
Bernice Moores, Ethelda Murphy, Sandra Myers, Chris Naugler, Lynda 
Payzant, Peter Payzant, Doris Peters, Ken Peters, Nancy Peters, Warren 
Peters, Don Purchase, Joyce Purchase, Kelsey Raymond, Barbara Ruff, 
Eric Ruff, Nellie Snyder, A. Spencer, Richard B. Stern, Bernice Taylor, 
James W. Taylor, Bill Thexton, Brenda Thexton, Jean Timpa, A. Tyler, 
L. Tymer. 

Bob Dickie (Records Editor) 

Many of the birding areas in Nova Scotia "crop up" regularly in 
the reports. To prevent repetition of the locations of these areas 
in the body of the text, we include this list of references: 

Yarmouth Co. 
(Yar. Co.) 

Shelburne Co. 
(Shel. Co.) 

Queen's Co. 

Lunenburg Co. 
(Lun. Co.) 

Halifax Co. 
(Hfx. Co.) 

Colchester Co. 
(Col. Co.) 

Annapolis Co. 
(Anna. co.) 

Kings Co. 

Cumberland Co. 
(Cumb. Co.) 

Arcadia, Pinkney's Point, Tusket, Cranberry Head, Eel 
Brook, Chegoggin, Melbourne, Bartlett's Beach Overton 

Cape Sable Is., Matthews Lake, Lower Ohio, The Hawk 

Port Joli, Port Hebert, Caledonia, Cadden Bay, Summer
ville Beach 

Cherry Hill, Broad Cove, Petite Riviere, Green Bay, 
Crousetown, Crescent Beach, Bayport, Lower LaHave, 
Second Peninsula 

Three Fathom Hbr., Conrad's Beach, Lawrencetown, Cole 
Hbr., Mooseland, Rocky Run, Conrad's Road, Queensland, 
Waverley, Martinique Beach, Hartlan's Point 

Economy 

Wilmot, Round Hill, Paradise, Sandy Bottom Lake 
Clementsport 

Wolfville, Greenfield, Melanson, Canard, Lockhartville, 
Black River Lake, Gaspereau, Grand Pre 

Lusby Marsh 

Hants Co. Shubenacadie 
Guysborough Co. Hazel Hill 
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CORRECTION 

In the President's Message in the January issue, page 1, the 
film "Eagles of Bras D'Or" was said to have been produced by the 
Department of Education. This was an error and should have read the 
Department of Lands and Forests. 

DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF REPORTS 

FOR 

THE JULY ISSUE 

MAY 25 

Bird reports to the Records Editor-

Mr. Bob Dickie, 
43 Deepwood Crescent, 
Halifax, N.S. B3M 2Y5 

Articles, sketches and letters to the Editor-

Mrs. Shirley Cohrs, 
8 Rosemount Ave., 
Halifax, N.S. B3N 1X8 

Photographs to--

Dr. I. A. McLaren, 
1755 Cambridge Street, 
Halifax, N.S. B3H 4A8 



19 

EDITOR'S NOTE: 
Our new Records Editor, Bob Dickie, took over this 

interesting and timeconsuming job from Phyllis Dobson in the_fa'.l 
of 1984. To help him and to help newer members, we are re-printing 
Dr. Dobson's article from January of 1982. It will also serve as a 
reminder to the rest of us. 

WHICH BIRDS TO REPORT AND HOW TO REPORT THEM 

In response to a number of requests for a directive as to which 
birds are reportable and how they should be reported, the editors of 
NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS are happy to comply as follows: 

We have four seasonal publications a year, three full-length 
issues of NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS and one summer Flyer. This last is 
chiefly devoted to Society news and notices, but is also used to keep 
a record of the breeding habits and success of our native birds; that 
is, time and place of observed nests which contain eggs or young, or 
parent birds feeding fledglings (out of the nest). The species, time 
place and number of young are the pertinent details here (Needless 
to say, observations in the field of nesting birds should be made 
with extreme caution.) 

In the regular numbers of NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS, we give a full re
port on the three seasons: spring, fall and winter. We welcome 
similarly full reports from any member of the Society who is kind 
enough to send them in. A "full report" does not necessarily mean a 
mention of every bird seen or even every species. We do welcome 
however, an occasional mention of usual birds, for example,"Robins 
have been more numerous this year than last", or "we have not seen a 
chickadee all season; usually we have half a dozen around". In other 
words, any change in a normal situation is reportable. 

Arrival dates in spring and departure dates in fall are useful, 
but the time of the very first or the very last sighting of a species 
is not truly significant. The return of a species as a whole, for 
example, a sudden influx over a few days, or a slow build-up over 
several weeks is of true significance and of general (rather than 
local) interest, as it can tie in with the movement of birds over 
the rest of the continent. 

The presence of an unusual species is always of interest but is 
not so important as the presence or absence of our native birds. 
Finding a rare bird is of most interest to the one who first sees it, 
but word of it should be circulated as soon as possible locally, for 
the benefit of those near enough to get a look at it (hence the Rare 
Bird Alert). Yes, by all means send in the report to NOVA SCOTIA 
BIRDS, for, besides the general interest in a rarity,· there is an 
important reason for taking note of it: it may eventually become 
common, due to extension of range or other reasons; it may be the 
first of a new population in a region and therefore of historical 
significance. We do ask, most emphatically, that any report of a 
rarity be accompanied by a detailed description of field marks and 
conditions of the sighting which could in any way effect the ident
ification.* 

To summarize, the things to report are the general arrival and 
departure times of our migratory birds, the presence of any rare bird, 
and the occurrence of any change of behavior, or the unusual presence 
or absence, of our native birds. In winter, lists of "feeder" birds 
are useful as feeders serve to concentrate our otherwise scanty and 
scattered bird population at this season. 
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As to how to report the birds, if you have more than one or two 
to mention, we do ask to have each individual documented SEPARATELY, 
preferably,on a slip of paper of the general dimensions of 10x7 cm 
of which the following is a sample: 

36 

Scarlet Tanager 

1 

a male in breeding 
plumage 

June 15/81 

Halifax 
(garden) 

JSC 

Bird singing-

Further details can be written on the back of this slip. We 
look forward to hearing from you! 

Phyllis Dobson 
*Rare Bird Report Forms are available from our Museum 

NOW--A MESSAGE FROM BOB: 

We need your bird reports. The more peop:e who report bird 
sightings, the better our coverage. 

My job is to receive you reports, to sort them and to forward 
them to our six editors. I must organize the reports according ~o 
species so it is important that each species is written up on a 
separate piece of paper. 

In order to get NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS out to you on time and to get 
our information to AMERICAN BIRDS on time, we must all meet a deadline. 
I must forward the reports on the first of the month and if yours ~re 
late it would be impossible to include them. 

THE REPORTS AND LETTERS TAKE FROM FIVE TO NINE DAYS TO REACH ME, 
SO PLEASE ALLOW THAT MUCH TIME. 

Eighty-five to ninety birders report regularly so we feel we're 
getting great coverage. Please keep those reports coming in. 

Bob Dickie 
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BIRDING KINGS COUNTY 

Richard B. Stern 

Kings county lies in Western Nova Scotia, bordered by Hants 
and Annapolis Counties and offers unique opportunities for inland 
birding, possibly unrivalled anywhere else in the province. There 
are two reasons for this: firstly, the excellent variety of habitat, 
including parts of the Annapolis Valley and the Dykeland areas to be 
found nowhere else, and secondly, the excellent tradition of birding 
in this area, started by the late Dr. Robie Tufts and continued by 
numerous local enthusiasts with unique gifts ranging from nest 
finding to hawk and eagle rehabilitation and backed up, in some 
cases, by the resources of Acadia University. 

Kings County is bordered on the north by the coast of the Bay 
of fundy with the basalt escarpment of the "North Mountain", running 
parallel to the coast and curling round to end at Cape Split. To 
the east are the mudflats and extraordinary tides of the Minas Basin, 
and to the south, a huge area of mixed forests, lakes and woods 
roads trails off towards New Ross and New Germany. The southern 
escarpment is the South Mountain and in between is the Annapolis 
Valley with its open farmlands, fields and small towns full of shade 
trees and shrubbery. At the eastern end this opens out into a wide 
expanse of what was once tidal marsh, but since being dyked over the 
last three centuries by the Acadians and their successors, is now a 
fertile flat plain (Fig. 1). 

Because of the sheltering effects of the north and south 
mountains the Annapolis Valley tends to be hotter and drier than sur
rounding areas in the summer and colder with more snow in the winter. 

I will cover each of the habitats separately and seasonally, 
since in this area, the latter is all important. 

The North Mountain and Cape Split 

This area is typical dense mixed woodland with a few open areas, 
cut edges, streams, ponds, etc. In spring and early summer, the 
whole area yields birds typical of the habitat, woodpeckers, fly
catchers, vireos and a good variety of warblers. The most pleasant 
way of sampling this area is to drive out from Canning on route 358 
to Scott's Bay--right to the end--park at the end of the dirt road 
and hike out to Cape Split. The walk to the end (the "Big Split") 
and back takes several hours, depending on one's fitness and the 
local conditions and is well signposted. In late May, or early June, 
the warbler-watching is excellent and Black Guillemots may also be 
seen in the water below. In the fall, warbler migration here can 
also be good and hawk migration is sometimes very rewarding as one can 
often look down on hawks (Red-tails, Northern Harriers, etc.) as 
they ride the thermals around the cliffs. 

One excellent spot in this area in both spring and fall is 
Blomidon Provincial Park. Go through Canning, turn left and follow 
the signposts through Pereau to the Park. The wooded area above the 
car park and inland to the left of the entrance hut is excellent for 
warblers, particularly Blackburnian, Bay-breasted and Cape May and 
other good birds can include Black-backed Woodpecker and Boreal 
Chickadee. 
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The South Mountain and Beyond 

This is a huge area south of Route 1, between Wolfville and 
Greenwood. There are several lakes (e.g. Gaspereau, Alesford, Black 
River,George) that have summer cottages around them and a vast system 
of woods roads that criscross all over the place. The best approach 
is to get a map, head off down Route 12 from Kentville to New Ross 
or from Aylesford to Lake George and:\head down any woods road and 
pick a likely spot to explore. The time to go is early summer, and 
the whole area is under explored as far as birding is concerned. Two 
good spots, however, are: 1. Butler Road - off Route 12, just after 
Gaspereau Lake on the way from Kentville to New Ross, excellent for 
all mixed woodland species including Mourning warblers. 2. The area 
around White Rock, Lumsden, Black River Lake, easy to get lost in, 
in the maze of roads without a topographical map or someone who knows 
the area. Note. There is a system of dams and canals here which 
means that ~of the water (e.g. at Lumsden and White Rock) re
mains open in winter. Look for Common Mergansers, Common Goldeneye 
and Bald Eagles here. 

The Towns 

Wolfville, Kentville, Berwick, Aylesford and Kingston, all have 
an abundance of tall trees, hedges, shrubbery, etc., and in the 
spring and summer there are plenty of birds to see--orioles, grackles, 
robins, warblers, vireos, etc. In winter, feeders are popular and 
apart from the usual juncos, Evening Grosbeaks, etc., there are 
always rarities to be seen--e.g. in recent years, Cardinal, Yellow
headed Blackbird, Yellow-breasted Chat, etc. The Wolfville xmas bird 
count encompasses Wolfville, New Minas and Kentville and always comes 
up with interesting suburban birds in winter. I can sit in my living 
room in Kentville in winter and regularly see Bald Eagles and Red
tailed Hawks fly by as well as the "feeder birds". 

The Dykelands - Fig. 2 

In summer, typical open-country birds (Bobolinks, Savannah 
Sparrows, etc.) and in winter, hawks (see below). 

Canard Pond 

A small, reed fringed pond next to the Canard Poultry plant 
next to the Kentville-Canning road (well signposted) is the dykeland 
hotspot. Spring and fall produce good waterfowl (Pintail, Mergansers, 
Shoveller, Ruddy Duck, etc.) and there are shore birds present in 
fall (especially Solitary Sandpipers). The bushes on the edge always 
have warblers, Red-winged Blackbirds, Swamp Sparrows, etc., in 
season, there is a big gull-roost in winter and the whole place is a 
haunt of Bald Eagles and hawks in winter as well. 

VanOostrum's Pond - near Starr's Point (Fig.2) 

Similar to above but less consistent. In early spring, Canada 
Geese are regular for several weeks in the surrounding fields and 
two years ago four Snow Geese appeared with them. 

Sewage Plants 

Near Kentville, Canning, Kentville and Port Williams (Fig. 2) are 
small sewage treatment plants with shallow banked ponds rich in 
nutrients (for birds:). These are worth checking in the fall for 
shorebirds and can produce unusual species such as Lesser Yellowlegs 
and Solitary Sandpipers. Also in recent years, the Port Williams 
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plant has had Black Tern and Wilson's Phalarope in spring and there 
is an old report of Upland Sandpipers nesting at the Kentville sewage 
plant. 

Grand Pr~ 

Good all year. The area is dykeland crossed by dirt roads that 
can be driven with care, although in winter, only the main road and 
part of the Long Island and Boot Island roads are drivable. 

~PRING - The trees around Grand Pr~ Park and church are good for 
'c!bmmorl "open woodland" birds. 

FALL - In the last week of July and the first week of August, huge 
Ilocks, (sometimes 30 or 40,000 strong) of shorebirds congregate here. 
Most are Semipalmated Sandpipers but also Dowitchers, Black-bellied 
Plover, Least Sandpiper, Semipalmated Plover, etc., and Hudsonian 
Godwits are regular. It is essential to get the tide right (times 
are published in tide tables daily in the Chronicle Herald) since at 
low tide all the birds are miles out feeding beyond view in extremely 
unpleasant, thick, cloying mud and at high tide, many of the birds 
flY inland to roost in fields around the area. The best time is 
one hour before and one hour after high tides when the birds congre
gate along the beach. Drive to the parking lot at Evangeline Beach 
and walk towards Boot Island to see part of the beach covered with 
"carpets" of sandpipers and occasionally flying in vast flocks a 
little farther up the beach. Right at high tide it is also possible 
to see smaller flocks of shorebirds in some fields, mainly to the 
east of the main road. 

Late in the fall, there are fewer numbers of shorebirds and they 
are more spread out but Black-bellied and Lesser Golden Plover are 
both common; Red Knot,Whimbrel, etc., occur as well as those already 
mentioned. 

It has only recently been realised how biologically rich the 
Minas Basin is and the shorebirds are only one manifestation of this. 
There have been excellent articles about this area including the 
shorebirds in several recent popular Canadian magazines well worth 
reading. 

Note: There are other areas along the Minas Basin which are almost 
as good as Grand Pr~ for shore birds at the same time of the year and 
the same constraints upon the tides. The best of these areas are 
Porter's Point and Kingsport Beach (Fig. 2) 

WINTER - A slow drive along the main road will normally provide Snow 
Buntings, Horned Larks, pheasants, etc., but the real specialities of 
this area in the winter are the hawks (See below). 

Hawk-Watching in Winter 
,,,. 

The dykelands and Grand Pre hold large numbers of diurnal 
raptor in winter particularly Red-tailed Hawks and Bald Eagles. The 
last two years have been pretty good with high prey populations 
(mainly voles). It has been easy to see up to 50 Red-tailed Hawks 
on a good morning's drive around and recent Xmas bird counts in the 
area have yielded excellent hawk counts. The best areas are to drive 
from Wolfville to Port Williams, then to Canning, and then past 
Canard Pond to Sheffield Mills and look carefully at every fence-po9t 
and telephone pole on the way! Also a careful look around Grand Pre 
in similar fashion in highly rewarding and Rough-legged Hawks seem 
more common there. In any of these areas, Northern Harriers are also 
regular and of course, there is always the chance of something 
special - Gyrfalcons, Peregrines, etc. Bald Eagles occur all over 
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the area but tend to be concentrated in certain spots (see below). 

Raptor "Hot Spots" 

1. The "long Island" area of Grand p/4 (Fig. 3) - good for all hawks 
and eagles and seem to attract the big falcons more than the rest 
when they turn up. 

2. Gaspereau - between the village and Melanson (sign posted from 
route 101)--here is where bald eagles congregate at Cyril Coldwell's 
"feeder". Best time is early morning in late January and February. 

3. New Minas - between Greenwich and the golf course, turn off at the 
Hostess Potato Chip plant (sign posted and easily visible by its 
cloud of steam) and look out over the Cornwallis River behind the 
chip plant for eagles and buteos. 

4. Sheffield Mills - in the last few years, another hot-spot for 
Bald Eagles, again best in the early morning around a farm by the 
crossroads. Look in the trees for roosting birds. 

5. Canard Pond - see above. 

In conclusion, Kings County is worth visiting for its birds all 
year round, with greatly different types of birding depending on the 
season. 'rhere is an active group of birders in the area, many of 
whom will be familiar through NSBS Field trips, and the Blomidon 
Naturalists Society also has regular meetings and field trips all 
year round for the birds and for other aspects of nature in this 
fascinating and popular area. 

IF A DAY WITHOUT MOZART IS LIKE A PAY 

WITHOUT SUNSHINE; THEN SURELY, A WEEK WITHOUT 

BIRDING JS LIKE A WEEK WITHOUT MOZART, 

--Bernice Moores 
with apologies to Allan McFee 
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CHRISTMAS COUNTS ABROAD 

once a Christmas counter, always a Christmas counter! Two of 
our most enthusiastic participants found themselves outside of Canada 
this season but they did counts anyway, in Germany and in Florida. 
I'm sure you will enjoy the interesting comparison. 

--Editor 

CHRISTMAS COUNT--GERMANY 

Frank Hennessey 

Schuttertal-(just outside of Lahr) 

December 21: Temperature: 5°-9° C Water, open. Berry corp, 
good. Wind, light. (showers) 

Grey Heron 2, Mallard 5, Buzzard 4, Rock Dove 10, Collared Dove 1,. 
Great Spotted Woodpecker 1, Middle Spotted Woodpecker 1, Grey Wagtail 
3, Jay 10, Carrion Crow 38, Wren 1, Goldcrest 1, Robin 3, Blackbird 
25, Mistle Thrush 1, Marsh Tit 2, Willow Tit 2, Crested Tit 5, Blue 
Tit 5, Coal Tit 5, Great Tit 20, Long-tailed Tit 8, Tree Creeper sp. 
1, House Sparrow 50, Chaffinch 45, Bullfinch 2, Greenfinch 8, Yellow
hammer 2. Total 28. Additional in the count period --Stock Dove. 

Total end--221 
1 group of 2 people 
8 miles by foot 
30 miles by car 

Long-tailed Tit 

CHRISTMAS COUNT--FLORIDA 

Margaret A. Clark 

Beep, beep, beep - beep, beep, beep - the sound of the quartz 
alarm clock brought me out of a deep sleep to crawl out of my warm 
sleeping bag into the stark cold darkness that preludes the dawning 
of a typical Christmas Bird Count in Broad Cove, Nova Scotia. But, 
as my feet hit the carpeted floor, the warm air woke me to reality. 
It was December 29, 1984; in St. Petersburg, Florida and while my 
birding friends faced the bitter elements of a winter C.B.C. back home 
in Nova Scotia, I was going to do my own here. So, instead of donning 
thermal underwear, cords, sweater, snow suit and sturdy warm, water
proof boots, I dressed for another day of 80° plus F temperature; 
that is, shorts, a sleeveless cotton blouse and comfortable walking 
shoes. 

So, we set out in the darkness to be at our pre-arranged start 
point when daylight broke. Margaret Slatkin went along with my plans 
to do a Florida C.B.C. on the same day as the Broad Cove count, and 
acted as driver, record keeper, and bird sighter from the comfort of 
her car. 
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ro ST, PE:TEKSSIIR~ 

FORT 
DE.SOTO 
PARK 

We arrived at the Park entrance while it was still dark, parked 
by the side of the road to wait for daylight. There is another group 
of people obsessed with their hobby who start out earlier than 
birders--fishermen. While we watchect the light slowly creep across 
the eastern sky, spreading its colourful reflections over Tampa Bay, 
ten vehicles hauling boats headed down the road to the boat launching 
ramp. How lovely it was--quiet, a 68° F. temperature and the sun 
coming up over the horizon. The sighting of my first bird--a Brown 
Pelican--sent me off armed with binoculars, field guide, telescope 
and pedometer. 

The first stop tallied 8 Brown Pelicans, 3 Great Blue Herons, 29 
Fish Crows, 4 Ring-billed Gulls, 2 Red-breasted Mergansers, 1 Willet, 
2 Kingfishers, 1 Red-billed Woodpecker, and as I rounded a tree area 
7 White Ibis were feeding close to the shore. When I cut across the 
park highway, I spotted the first 2 of 8 Kestrels seen that day--all 
perched on wires. 

Walking down the road to the Boat Launching Ramp, a Red-shouldered 
Hawk swooped down on an unsuspecting victim. How silently they pounce 
--the movement, not the noise, attracted my attention. At the launch 
area, more Mergansers, 18 Double-crested Cormorants, another Great Blue 
some more Ring-billed Gulls in flight and a sudden movement on the 
ground disclosed 6 Mourning Doves. 

Back to cross the highway again to find the same 7 White Ibis 
had moved further along. A slight honk from the car horn drew my 
attention to the direction Margaret was pointing--dark spots in trees! 
Through the binoculars they were too small and dark for Great Blue 
Heron or Black Crowned Night Heron, so to confirm my suspicions I set 
up the scope and there they were, Little Blue Heron--17 of them, perch
ed in trees, on the shores, in the water--so very exciting! 
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The next stop was the camping area. It was still early and the 
only people about were trying their luck at fishing. On the bank, a 
Great Egret was intent on getting a fish for his breakfast and a 
Snowy Egret nearby was cautiously placing one yellow foot ahead of the 
other, also intent on fishing. A Catbird was heard in a shrub area, 
more cormorants and gulls. I walked along the wide cleared area that 
runs by the side of the road in hopes of adding some warblers to my 
list. A Yellow-rump, a Palm were all I could find, but just as I was 
about to move on, two small birds flew into a tree--2 Blue-gray Gnat
catchers! So, with spirits lifted and giving the shoulders a rest 
from the scope, we drove on to the Pier at Mullet Key. There I picked 
up some Shore birds--Dunlin, Yellow legs (were they greater or Lesser? 
We think we saw both), Semi-palmatect Plovers, Knots, Sanderlings, and 
more Willets. Of course my Brown Pelican and D.C. Cormorant counts 
were growing. After scouting the trees in the parking area without 
much success, I kicked the white sand from my feet, shook the floor 
mat from the car, and on we wentn 

My, it was WARM'! 

Our next stop was at the ruins of the fort, with a fishing pier, 
restaurant and rest rooms, nearby. The shore line showed great promise 
for identifying new species or adding to ones already seen. Pelicans 
were perched on every post and pole around the pier or bobbing up and 
down on the water. There were more shorebirds and with them Short
billed Dowitchers. Lots of them. Add also Ruddy Turnstones and Royal 
Terns! A worthwhile stop not to mention more gulls, cormorants and 
Mergansers. 

~ 
( 

It was WARMER than WARM! 

As I climbed the steps to the top of 
the fort I could have touched my first 
Florida State Bird--first for that day-
the Mockingbird! Then a Blue Jay, another 
Catbird and two Redwinged Blackbirds. In 
front of the fort, in the expanse of lawn 
between it and the highway, I heard the 
call of the Killdeer and with the aid of 
my binoculars counted 13--again counted-
only 13! I'm not superstitious anyway. 

Into the car and a slow drive to the 
North Picnic Area. There I walked through 
the clearing to the shore to find a Louis
iana Heron (or is it Tricoloured now?), 
put on a hat and rubbed some insect re-
pellant on arms and legs for the sandflies 
and mosquitoes were becoming a nuisance. 
(I thought of those on the Broad Cove 

count, probably seeking shelter in the cars, from what? snow? rain? 
wind? having lunch?) On I walked along the shore, over white sandy 
beaches, with a very slight breeze, and a strong glare from the sun 
shining on the water, the temperature climbing. 

It was HOT! 

stopping to check out the water, I spotted dozens and dozens of 
birds bobbing on the water, then they took off, flying low over the 
water. I counted 412! When I joined Margaret at the picnic area for 
lunch, she too had seen them in flight--Double Crested Cormorants! 
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We found a table in the shade and set about comparing our lists 
as we ate lunch and drank cool, refreshing lemonade! A far cry from 
what was probably in the thermoses of those lunching about 2000 miles 
north!! The N.S.B.S. Crest on my Field Guide Pouch caught the 
attention of the family at the next picnic table. We chatted and 
found out not only did we have birding in common, but both worked in 
high schools. However, he had to return to Ohio and work January 2, 
whereas I was to return to work January 7. It gave me a wee bit of 
inner satisfaction to be able to identify several shore birds for him! 

Marg and I totalled our species, so we began the afternoon deter
mined to find nine more to reach my goal of 50 for the day. By now 
the temperature had gone over 80° F. Before we got into the car, I 
was able to find a Cardinal, Common Ground Doves, Boat-tailed Grackles 
and more Palm Warblers. 

We retraced some of the Park highway area, heading for the East 
end of Mullet Key. Here on the shore, along with Semi-palmated 
Plovers, were 2 Wilson Plovers, more Pelicans and Cormorants and 
finally some Grebe (Horned) and my first Herring Gull! Imagine getting 
excited at spotting a Herring Gull! In this area there were also 
two American Crows. 

Oh my, it was HOT! 

My neck and shoulders ached from the weight of the binoculars 
and the scope, and I was slowing down! I forgot to count more Dunlin 
and pelicans and I should have looked over those peeps more carefully. 

Some beach areas were crowded with picnickers, sun bathers, 
swimmers and castle builders; in other areas the Pelicans patiently 
waited for someone else to catch their fish. I stood the scope by 
the bank, leaned against a fallen tree and looked out over the water. 
My eyes were burning. More pelicans and cormorants on a sand bar 
and what were those large white birds? Could it be? Yes--8 White 
Pelicans. The only other time I had seen White Pelicans was at Oak 
Hammock Marsh in Manitoba. Through the scope they seemed much larger 
than the brown ones. I waved to Marg to take a look through the 
scope at them. In another ten minutes the birds had disappeared as the 
incoming tide covered the sand bar. 

As the afternoon wore on and I wore out, I spotted Cattle Egret 
and Yellow-crowned Night Heron. One of the best sightings was yet to 
come and with it I decided to call it a day. Once again I was leaning 
this time against the car, looking out over the water and there they 
were--41 Black Skimmers! Flying low over the water in the direction 
of an offshore island. Great! 

No. of species 
No. of birds 

We sat in the car and totalled 
everything. I was hot, tired and thirsty 
--it was 4 o'clock, so we returned to St. 
Petersburg, shook the sand from our shoes, 
made a refreshing cool drink and noted 
our unofficial Christmas Bird Count, 

-51 
-2139 of which 688 were 

D.C. Cormorants 
No. of observers -2 
Total no. of party hours 
Total no. of miles on foot 
Total no. of miles by car 
Temperature - 82° F. 

-8½ 
-6 
-30 

A tiring but rewarding Christmas Bird Count. But aren't they all? 
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS 

February 2 - Kings Co., Wolfville Area 

This annual (this is the second year we have had it) combined 
winter Kings County Field trip of the Blomidon Naturalist's Society 
and the N. S. Bird Society was held on February 2. The weather was 
atrocious. Last year we had warm, damp fog and rain which made 
visibility almost zero and this year there was a heavy snowfall warn
ing and indeed it continued to snow heavily all day which made visib
ility poor and driving difficult. 

Nevertheless, several brave and hardy souls managed to make it in 
one piece from Halifax and several other brave souls made it from the 
Wolfvi11e and Kentvi11e region and off we set to the dykes of Grand 
Pre and Canard areas. Despite the weather we were well rewarded with 
lots of raptors in particular, and it was a great day for those people 
in the party of whom there were several, who had not yet seen Bald 
Eagles in large numbers or Rough-legged Hawks. The route was a 
slight variation on last year's going up the Gaspereau Valley, down 
to Grand Pd, then across to Port Williams dyke to Lower Canard, 
round to Canard Poultry and finishing up again back at Wolfville. 
The snow never let up at all but despite this we managed to see a 
total of 36 Bald Eagles, 27 Red-tailed Hawks, an estimated nine Rough
legged Hawks and stopping at various feeders on the way, we saw Even
ing Grosbeaks, one Purple Finch, both Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers and 
a White-breasted Nuthatch which was a life~ for at least one of the 
party. 

The particular highlights were nine Bald Eagles in one tree along 
the Gaspereau Valley and then at lunchtime where we stopped there 
were 14 Eagles in one tree with several more soaring or floating over 
head before disappearing into the snow. When we turned off the road 
to have our lunch, about 20 Pheasants "exploded" from a bush right 
next to us. 

We finished off the day at Canard Poultry where,among the enor
mous flock of Greater Black-backed and Herring Gulls, were three 
Glaucous Gulls, all in first winter plumage. They were easy to 
compare with the Black-backed and Herrings, size-wise and one at least 
stood close to the road and allowed us to study its plumage and bill 
coloring, etc. 

As far as Gyrfalcons were concerned, the same situation occurred 
as last year. A beautiful bird had spent all the previous week 
sitting on a pole in the middle of Grand Pre dyke, so tame you could 
almost talk to it, but on the day of the field trip, it was, of 
course, nowhere to be seen at all. Despite this, we all had a good 
day and once again a big thank you to the people who drove all the 
way in the heavy snow to make the trip worthwhi1e. 

--Richard B. Stern 
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February 16 - Hammond's Plains - St. Margaret's Bay 

Ten of us met on a mild, partly sunny morning at the consolidated 
school in Hammond's Plains. 

Although walking was difficult due to water accumulation beneath 
the snow, we were gratified by the presence of Black-capped and Boreal 
Chickadees which contained in their troops a fair number of kinglets 
and Red-breasted Nuthatches. Pine Grosbeaks and White-winged Cross
bills, the latter in very large numbers, co-operated for everyone. 

Once out and into a power line clearing, a huge female Northern 
Goshawk came silently from nowhere which everyone saw, a first ever 
for some. Before we turned back, two Gray Jays came into view, float
ing from tree to tree, a welcome sight. 

Everyone survived the hike, glad for the exercise and fresh air 
but happy to retreat to the comfort of their cars and don dry foot
wear. 

Some of us extended the half-day trip to travel along St. Margaret's 
Bay. We stopped for lunch at the power plant while observing Common 
Goldeneye, one beautiful male Barrow's Goldeneye and Common Mergansers. 
Continuing along the shore, we added to our list many more species in
cluding a number of Horned Grebes, White-winged Scoters and another 
Barrow's Goldeneye, this time a female at Black Point. 

Since Don MacNeil had already seen a male Harlequin Duck in 
exquisite breeding plummage at Mill Cove sewage treatment plant in 
the morning,we ended the day's outing with this beautiful addition 
along with a Thick-billed Murre and a female Hooded Merganser. In 
all, it was a glorious day, birding ending at 2 o'clock with a total 
of thirty-nine species seen. 

--Dave Currie 

February 24 - Sewer Field Trip 

I have a theory. When the Annual Sewer Walk starts at Hartlen 
Point, the weather is good; when it starts in Spryfield, the weather 
is bad. Next year we will start at Hartlen Point, at 8:00 a.m., the 
last Sunday in February--K~ith Keddy and fellow weathermen, please 
take notice and make suitable arrangements. 

As you can no doubt deduce, the weather on @unday, February 24, 
was not the best. It rained, with a high of +7 C and in some places 
(nearly all) it was foggy. Enough about the weather. we started at 
Sambro and almost made it to Hartlen Point, but we were too wet. 

In contrast to the above, the birding was good. We saw a total 
of 41 species. The Lesser Black-backed Gull was waiting for us at the 
Volvo plant. The Mill Cove sewer outlet provided a Harlequin Duck, 
both Barrow's and Common Goldeneye, while Sullivan's Pond had Pintail, 
Ring-necked Ducks, Green-winged Teal, an American Wigeon, as well as 
all the regular fare. 

Thirteen of us had a good day birding. If you are waiting for a 
fine day before you go on the sewer tour, try next year, but you'll 
have to go a long way to better the 1985 list of birds. 

--Bill Caudle. 



Sunday 
May 19 

Wednesday 
May 22 

Saturday 
May 25 

Saturday 
May 25 

Saturday 
May 25 

Sunday 
May 26 

Wednesday 
May 29 

Saturday 
June 1 

Sunday 
June 2 
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UP-COMING FIELD TRIPS 

Wednesday 
May 15 

Saturday 
May 18 

HALIFAX COUNTY Early morning 
warbler walk. Leader: Fred 
Dobson. Meet at the parking lot 
at the junction of the Prospect 
Road (Route 333 and the St. 
Margaret's Bay Road) at 7:00 a.m. 

ANNAPOLIS COUNTY Paradise and 
Bridgetown region. Leaders: 
Bill and Jean Morse. Meet at 
the Morse residence at 8:00 a.m. 
To get there, travelling east to 
west on Route 201 (the road 
south of the river between 
Bridgetown and Paradise) it is 
the first house within the stone 
wall on the right. It is about 
1 mile east of the golf course. 

PICTOU COUNTY Hopewell region. Leader: Harry Brennan. 
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at St. Columba's churchyard (about 1 
mile south of Hopewell). 

EARLY MORNING WARBLER WALK Leader:, James McLaren. Meet 
at the Hyland Theater parking lot (Armdale Rotary) at 7:15 
a.m. 

HANTS COUNTY DAY Many habitats and many species. Leader: 
Margaret Clark. Meet at the railroad crossing in Mount 
Uniacke at 8:00 a.m. 

CAPE BRETON, GROVE'S POINT Warbler Day. Meet at Woolco, 
.Sydney River, 8:00 a.m. Leader: Eldon Meikle. 

YARMOUTH COUNTY Warbler Walk Meet at Carleton School 
ground at 9:00 a.m. Leader: C.R.K. Allen. Phone: 648-2752 

HANTS COUNTY - SHUBENACADIE REGION Marsh and wetland 
species. Leader: Roslyn MacPhee. Meet at 6:00 a.m.in 
front of Scott's Restaurant in Shubenacadie. Phone 
1-758-3265 in case of inclement weather and possible 
cancellation. 

WAVERLEY~an early morning walk especially for beginning 
birders. Leaders: Linda and Peter Payzant. (861-1607) 
Meet at 7:00 a.m. at Green Gables store parking lot at the 
intersection of Highways 2 and 318 (Waverley Road). 

ROCKY LAKE ROAD-woodland, pond and marsh birds. Leader: 
Dave Currie (443-0490). Meet in the Canadian Tire store 
parking lot in Bedford at 7:00 a.m. This will be a half
day outing. 

CAPE BRETON HIGHLANDS NATIONAL PARK various habitats. 
Leader: Lucille LeBlanc. Meet at the Clyburn Brook Picnic 
Site at 8:00 a.m. The morning will be spent in the valley 
walking some of the many woodland trails; the afternoon 
will be spent on one of the coastal trails, weather per
mitting. The Marrach Group Campground has been reserved 
for our use on Jun 1 and 2. Motel accomodation is also 
available close by (Keltic Lodge, Tartan Terrace, Glenghorm) 
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June 8/9 weekend - KEJIMKUJIK NATIONAL PARK - see below for details. 

Saturday 
June 15 

Saturday 
June 22 

Sunday 
June 30 

Saturday 
July 13 

Saturday 
July 27 

Sunday 
July 28 

Sunday 
August 4 

Saturday 
August 10 

Sunday 
August 11 

Saturday 
August 17 

Saturday 
August 31 

to 
Sept. 2 

Saturday 
Sept 7 

Sunday 
Sept. 8 

NORTH AMERICAN ATLAS FIELD TRIP Thousands of North 
American atlassers will be out on this day. Join us for 
"square bashing" in the Stewiacke area followed by a 
picnic. Waterproof footwear is recommended. See the 
enclosed April issue of the Atlas Newsletter for details 
Leaders: Fulton Lavender, Bob Dickie, Dave Currie, Linds 
and Peter Payzant. · 

BIRD ISLAND BOAT TRIP (reservations necessary) Meet at 
mountain View Lodge 9:30 a.m. Leader:Hedley Hopkins. 

TATAMAG6Uelll!I BAY open seashore, fresh and salt marsh, 
hardwood and conifer forest. Leader: Don MacDougall 
(1-657-3165). Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Nelson Municipal Park 
in Tatamagouche, just off Route 6--follow the sign. Bring 
rubber boots and a lunch. 

MCNAB'S ISLAND Leader: Roger Pocklington (469-3656). 
Meet at the Nova Scotia Museum of the .Atlantic in time for 
the 9:00 a.m. ferry. Bring a lunch. (If weather is un
cooperative, we'll try again on Sunday, July 14.) 

BIG POND AREA Summer birds. Meet at the Woolco store; 
Sydney River, 8:00 a.m. Leader: Nancy More. 

CRESCENT AND CHERRY HILL BEACHES- shore birds. Leaders: 
Shirley and John Cohrs. Meet at entrance to Crescent 
Beach at 8:30 a.m. Scopes would be helpful. 

MARTINIQUE BEACH mainly shorebirds. Leader: Bob Dickie 
(443-0993). Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Porter's Lake shop
ping centre on Highway 7. Bring a lunch. 

YARMOUTH COUNTY shorebirds. 
or P.R. Dobson (1-648-2058). 
CPR station. 

C.R.K.A. Allen (1-648-2752) 
Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Yarmouth 

EVANGELINE BEACH shorebirds. Leader: Jim Wolford 
(1-542-2201). A joint field trip with the Blomidon Nat
uralists' Society. Met at 9:00 a.m. at Grand Pre parking 
lot. Rubber boots are recommended for the beach. 

FULLER'S BRIDGE Shorebirds. Meet at Marion Bridge at 
8:00 a.m. Leader: Eldon Meikle. 

BRIER ISLAND Labour Day long weekend. Migrating warbiers 
and hopefully, a pelagic trip, Still in the planning 
stage so watch the July issue for more details. Camping 
on Brier is primitive but there is a public campsite near 
Sandy Cove (34 km and 2 ferries from Brier). Also in 
Sandy Cove is The Olde Village Inn (for reservations, 
phone 1-834-2202 as soon as possible; this will be a 
busy weekend). 

LOUISBOURG last field day. Meet at Morrison Rd. intersect
ion at 8:00 a.m. Leader: Hedley Hopkins 

HALIFAX AREA FALL BIRD COUNT coordinator: Bill Caudle 
(469-7841). 



Sunday 
Sept. 29 
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EVANGELINE BEACH-late shorebirds. Leader: Jim Wolford 
(1-542-2201). Meet at Grand P& parking lot at 1:00 p.m. 
This is a joint trip with the Blomidon Naturalists' Society. 
Rubber boots are recommended. 

For further information on any of the above field trips or for 
suggestions for future trips, contact the Field Trip Coordinators, 
Bob and Wendy McDonald (443-5051). 

Questions about Cape Breton Trips should be addressed to Sara 
MacLean (1-849-5362). 

THE JUNE 8-9, 1985 WEEKEND AT KEJIMKUJIK 

Peter Hope has invited members of the Nova Scotia Bird Society to 
participate in a "Celebration of 100 Years of Heritage Conservation" 
on June 8-9, 1985 weekend at Kejimkujik National Park. (The first 
National Park, Banff, was established in 1885). Events of special 
interest to NSBS members will be early morning bird walks both days 
and "owling" on Saturday evening beginning at 10:00 p.m. Other events 
scheduled include guided flower hikes, paddles, displays, canoe races 
and evening programs. 

Sounds like a busy weekend at just the right time of year at 
Kedgie. Don't forget the fly/mosquito dope and tick repellant. Check 
in at Headquarters for detailed information. 

PLANNING A TRIP? 
We have a list of bird clubs and societies in every 

Canadian province and territor.v, every State in the 
United States, the Bahamas t Belize, Bermuda, Costa Rica, 

the Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Jamaica, IY'exico, Panama, St.Pierre 
and Miql.lelon, Trinidad and Tobago. 

If you plan a trip to any of these areas, let us know and we1 1l 
send you the club's name, address, contact persons, best birding areas 
and any other information we have. 

Write to Bob Dickie, 43 Deepwood Cres., Halifax, N.S., 83M 2Y5. 
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HERBICIDE SPRAYING IN NOVA SCOTIA 

The Conservation and Environment Committee has been asked by 
members to look into the use of herbicide sprays along the roadsides 
in Nova Scotia. Our investigation of this matter revealed that road
spraying is carried out mainly to control health threatening (allergy 
causing) weeds. This program is administered by the provincial 
Department of Agriculture with the assistance of the Department of 
Transportation. 

The roadsides are sprayed back from the edge of the road to a 
distance of 5.5 metres (18 feet). Last year, the ch@micals used were 
Dycleer 24 and Desormone LV700 (both of which contain 2-4-D). 

When a region is selected, the Department must publish its 
intention to spray in the local newspapers at least ten days prior to 
the event. People who do not want their property sprayed must con
tact the Department of Agriculture which will send an inspector to 
discuss the matter with the land owner. Ultimately, land owners may 
prevent having their land sprayed but must assume responsibility for 
the weed control themselves. Simply placing signs along the roadside 
will not suffice. 

The Nova Scotia Power Corporation also utilizes herbicide spraying 
along their main transmission line right-of-ways. This spraying is 
carried out on an eight year cycle and is intended to curtail the 
growth of tall plants and foster the growth of low growing shrubs, 
which in turn, limit development of trees and high bushes. The spray 
is administered from the ground and where transmission lines cross a 
road, control is carried out manually. Last year, the power Corp
oration used Tordon 101. We were unable to determine what chemicals 
make up this product. 

Vegetation control along the main highways is carried out 
mechanically by the Department of Transportation. 

Since little research has been carried out, it is impossible to 
speculate on the effects of herbicide sprays on nesting or feeding 
birds. Apparently, chemical sprays are considered innocent until 
proven guilty. Therefore, we suggest, that since chemical sprays may 
ultimately be proven hazardous to your health, caution should be 
exercised when birding in areas that have been recently sprayed. 

--Bob Dickie 
Conservation and Environment 
Committee. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Editor, NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS: 

On November 26, Edie MacLeod heard a tremendous outcry in the 
trees back of the newspaper office where she works. It went on and on, 
and was so tumultuous that she stepped out to see what was happening. 
Behold, a Barred Owl in a leafless tree, being besieged by a flock of 
crows. 

It's impossible to say whether the crows were outraged or de
lighted to the bottoms of their little black hearts to find an owl 
abroad by day, and in their power. They charged around it, but Edie 
said she really couldn't be sure that they actually pulled out any of 
its feathers~ ALL this attracted a qroup of slum children and the 
stones were beginning to fly, just to join in the general punch-up, but 
Edie put a stop to that. The poor owl seemed too dazed to move. 

Edie went home, ate her lunch, picked up her camera and came 
back. It was still there, so she took pictures. The letter carrier 
who does that area told me that he saw the bird later, farther up 
the street in other trees. His is a kind little fellow and said that 
he stayed near it for half and hour, "just to keep it company". 
Isn't that nice? 

--Sara MacLean 

Editor, NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS: 

Although there are exceptions, of course, territorial birds 
generally direct their aggression only toward other members of the 
same species. This summer we had an example of how close together 
nests of two different species may be. 

Adjacent to a tide-pool in the upper part of the Kingsport salt
marsh, on June 17, Glenys Gibson found a nest of a Willet; it held a 
full clutch of 4 eggs. The nest was not checked from June 20 to 
July 1. 

On the latter date Miriam Tams and I flushed the Willet off its 
eggs, but, to our amazement, there was another Willet sized bird, deep 
in the marsh grasses only about a foot from the eggs. Upon closer 
examination, this plump brownish bird proved to be a tight-sitting 
Gray Partridge, under which there were 17 eggs! Later measurements 
showed the two nests to be 51 cm ( 20 inches) apart from centre to 
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centre, and 35.5 cm (14 inches) from rim to rim. 

Sometimes the incubating Willet was quite approachable and would 
sit tightly, but at other times it would flush when we were still 
quite distant from the nest. Possibly this suggests that both male 
and female were incubating; Harrison (1975) and Harrison (1978) report 
incubation by the female, possibly with help from the male (at night?). 

On the other hand, the partridge was always quite •unwary•, al
though occasionally she was off the eggs (in early a.m. and early 
evening). "She" was presumed to be a female, and quite possibly some 
of the 17 eggs were laid by a second hen. 

In both nests all the eggs eventually hatched. The Willets came 
first; the first signs of pipping were noted on the evening of July 
10, and emergence from the shells didn't occur until July 13 (the 
last chick in early afternoon). An extended time from pipping to 
hatching is, in my experience, not at all unusual in various kinds of 
birds; this is one factor that explains some of the variability in 
incubation periods. This Willet nest showed a minimum of 26 days to 
hatching; Harrison (1978'; reports this period as· 22 days, while 
Harrison (1975) states 21-29 days. 

We don't know the hatching date for the partridge, but on July 
16 Bernard Forsythe counted 17 hatched shells in the nest. Bent (1932) 
and Harrison (1978) report incubation periods of 24 and 23-25 days, 
respectively. We can't resist wondering and speculating at what 
stage the partridge was, if any, when the Willet nest was found and 
when I first saw it (June 17 & 20)? 

You readers can make your own guesses and calculations, but keep 
two things in mind: (a) we'll never know how many P~.rtridges con
tributed to that large clutch of eggs; and (b) partridge eggs are 
covered up (hidden) by the hen until the last egg is laid and incub
ation then begins (Bent, 1932). 

--Jim Wolford 



Editor, NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS: 

--DNA or Deja-vu? 
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I am seeking further information on bird migration and perhaps 
one or more of your scientific readers could help me. 

There appear to me to be nearly as many theories about migration 
as there are authors. There is some consensus on why birds breed in 
the temperate zones in summer and migrate to warmer areas--it's 
connected with food supplies. There is also some agreement on the 
migration trigger --the gradual change in the amount of daylight. 
The woolly area seems to be--how on earth do the birds get to the 
same area year after year. 

I could understand how geese do it, because they migrate as 
family groups and the behaviour could be learned. The shore birds 
give me a probiem, because the young birds are ieft on the breeding 
grounds for a month before they too migrate (and end up in Argentina 
like the Black-bellied Plover). 

However, the bird that has me stumped is the Manx Shearwater. To 
simplify its history, the young are hatched and fledged in burrows 
on coastal islands (some of these on the English west coast in the 
Irish Sea). Most do not leave that burrow while they are being fed. 
When the parents get tired of feeding chicks bigger than they are, 
they leave and fly to the east coast of South America, south of the 
equator. The young birds remain in the burrow for a week or more 
until they suddenly realize there are to be no more free lunches. 
They then begin to go out to the entrance of the burrow to exercise 
their wings. Three weeks to a month after they have been abandoned, 
they fly, and in a relatively short time they appear off the east 
coast of South America. 

Now, when the birds are dissected, no organs can be found that 
correspond to the compass, nautical almanac, sextant, chronometer 
and chart, that even a competent human navigator would require to 
duplicate that feat, so, how do they do it? 

I have considered the problem of birds like this shearwater for 
some time and have developed an hypothesis. What is the only thing 
about such a bird that has made this long trip before? The only 
thing that comes to mind is the DNA that makes up the genes. Now, 
any one bird shares the genes of both parents, all four grand parents, 
all eight great grand parents and so on, but the one thing that is 
certain is that all the DNA that makes up a bird's genes has made 
the journey to South America thousands of times. I simply do not 
know enough about genetics to pursue this alone. Is it possible 
that the DNA itself--not the DNA as a causative agent for special 
behavior, but the very material of the genes-~remembers" the ten 
thousand or so previous trips?. Is this biological "microchip" it
self the compass, clock, almanac, calender, sextant and map? 

Have any of your readers any knowledge of such an hypothesis 
and could they recommend further reading material? 

J.L. Cohrs 



SOME PRIZE WINNERS AND TWO RARITY PORTRAITS 

You saw the first prize winner of our photo contest on the cover 

of the January issue of NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS. One of the qualities of 

that slide that persuaded the panel of judges, apart from its needle 

sharpness as a portrait and its nice composition (unfortunately 

trimmed on the cover), was the texture visible in the white feathers. 

It is difficult to get a good exposure of a white bird on a dark 

background, and evidently Ted D'Eon managed to do just right. 

This issue included the three remaining prize winners and a couple 

of the six honorable mentions (we'll show more of these in a later 

issue). 

Charles Cron's striking portrait of a preening Great Blue Heron 

gained him a second prize. Photographs of these birds are quite 

commonplace, but this one seems to capture something of the nobility 

of this ancient line. 

---continued 



GREAT BLUE HERON - CHARLES CRON 



CEDAR WAXWINGS - RICHARD STERN 

HOODED MERGANSER - WENDY TAY 



RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD - T. L. BATES 

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK - LINDA PAYZANT 



GYRFALCON 

IAN McLAREN 

PURPLE GALLINULE 

IAN McLAREN 



Two very different submissions gained a joint third prize for 

their photographers. Richard Stern's hurly-burly Cedar Waxwings is 

very evocative. You could almost smell the air and feel the warmth of 

the bright autumn day. The black-and-white version cannot, of course, 

show the lovely colors of the original slide--the soft beige and grey 

of the birds, the bright red berries, and the dark colors in the back

ground. Wendy Tay's male Hooded Merganser was one of several closeups 

of what in many instances were tame or park-captive birds. Some of 

these submissions were of patently wing-clipped birds, and others were 

birds taken clearly outside Nova Scotia, judging from the exotic 

settings or vegetation. The judges didn't want to enquire too deeply 

into the provenance of the merganser; it was just too lovely to dispute. 

The next page shows two honorable mentions. The hummingbird 

portrait by T. L. Bates, shows it all aglow in a rather shady setting. 

The grosbeak photo by Linda Payzant does not fully capture the appeal 

of the original slide. The fact that the bird is a year-old male 

adds to the appeal; he looks a little subdued in his green mansions. 

Just to convince you that I do not always produce fleeting shots 

of out-of-focus rarities that only an expert could appreciate, r 

include a couple of recent efforts at rarity portraiture. The Purple 

Gallinule was one that pleased many birders by staying around a small 

seepage pond in Shad Bay near Halifax, from May 26 to June 4, last 

year. The picture was taken on June 3. The Gyrfalcon "in her pride 

of place" spent much of this winter at Grand Pr~. The secret for 

good rarity portraiture? Find a tame one! 

--Ian McLaren 
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Editor, NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS: 

Last summer, an article in the Halifax Mail Star advocated 
government killing of Cormorants and Mergansers on the assumption 
that these birds consume large quantities of young salmon, causing a 
decline in this fish species. 

This is contrary to the opinion of the government's biologists, 
who maintain that these birds have minimal effect on salmon stocks. 

Our Conservation Committee forwarded a letter to the Department 
of Lands and Forests outlining our views in support of the biologists. 
We have received written assurance from the Minister that his Depart
ment does not support the killing of these birds to protect salmon 
stocks. Naturally we are pleased with this response. 

--Bob Dickie 

SOCIETY TO OBTAIN SOUTH SHORE LAND 

We are very pleased to report that Mr. Charles Kelsey, a long
time member, is donating a substantial property to the Society, some 
290 acres running inland from the east side of Port Joli. By the 
time you read this,it is hoped that the transfer will be effected. 
Mr. Kelsey's property fronts on salt marsh on Port Joli, and consists 
of a varied coastal forest, which to the best of his knowledge has 
not been cut over in the past. There are interesting rock outcrops, 
boggy areas, and even a small lake on the site. Unlike the various 
islands owned by the Society, which are often rather inaccessible to 
members and primarily valuable for the seabirds that nest there, the 
Port Joli property should become a valuable resource for members to 
explore and study. Furthermore, it is strategically located near the 
large federal waterfowl sanctuary on Port Joli, and very close to the 
new coastal adjunct of the Keji National Park, at Cadden Beach. 
While plans for its development and use are still being formulated, 
the possibility of a campsite and perhaps even a modest cabin for use 
by members is being considered. We hope to begin this spring by 
surveying the natural features of the property and by marking a few 
modest trails. Anyone interested in participating should contact 
Ian McLaren, Chairman of the Sanctuary and Scholarship Trust Fund. 
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1984 

PUFFIN OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Last summer off the coast of Newfoundland, I had a close look at 
an iceberg. Two weeks later it was still in the same place but a 
little smaller. I realized that it was held fast on the ocean floor 
--the amount of ice unseen must have been enormous. 

We have a number of icebergs in the Nova Scotia Bird Society, 
people whose work for the society is mostly below the surface. Only 
a small portion of their efforts are visible to the membership at 
large. 

Tonight I have chosen to honour one of our icebergs. Below the 
surface he is active in many programmes; he is an exce11ent birder 
and teacher. When we have been in a classroom the students have been 
all ears. In the field he is always willing to share his knowledge 
with less experienced birders, so that the field trip is far more 
enjoyable. 

Some of his back room activities are on the Sanctuary and Scholar
ship Trust Fund, Junior Field Trips and the Piping Plover project. 
He is always busy, but he can always find time to do a little more-
like carve a puffin. 

John Cohrs--come and get your own back. 

--Bill Caudle, President. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

My life list has some rather obvious deficiencias, for example, 
the birds seen only in Alaska, some of the owls and a few other miss
ing rarities. 

When I was asked to review the book GUIDE TO OWL WATCHING IN 
NORTH AMERICA, by Donald S. Heintzelman, I thought that I would soon 
have a gap filled. The checklist in the front of the book lists 19 
possible owls in North America, our N.S.B.S. checklist gives 6 in our 
province, but on my own, I had only seen one. Harry _Brennan had 
shown me many others, but now I thought I could become an expert and 
and do some owl watching on my own. 

However, the book was a major disappointment. It is best divided 
into 6 main segments: 27 pages are devoted to Species Accounts, 7 to 
Methods of Owl Watching, 3 to Equipment, 15 are a discussion of Owl 
habits, Migration and Conservation, 50 pages cover Identification plates 
and field marks and finally the meat of the book 75 pages of~ 
Watching sites. 

The Species Accounts and Identification Plates and field marks 
are all covered much better in the standard field guides which we all 
already possess in, no doubt, vast quantities. The "Plates" were 
poor quality black and white photographs. 

METHODS 

Here, I will admit to learning a little, for watching owls is a 
little different from watching, say, the Warblers. First you take a 
good flashlight, then a tape recorder and a pre-recorded tape; the 
sounds will attract the bird to you and the light will enable you to 
see it. The author gives a word of caution about prolonged use of 
the recording--it may cause the owls to abandon a territory they may 
think is already occupied. 

EQUIPMENT 

I saw no difference from our 'normal' equipment. 

HABITS, MIGRATION AND CONSERVATION 

This is also already covered in 
author gives an interesting coverage 
ejected through the mouth, which are 
roosting sites--often long after the 

OWL WATCHING SITES 

the standard text books. The 
of owl pellets, undigestable food 
found at the base of nest and 
birds have moved on. 

Many specific details are given. The difficulty I had was, how 
could I assess the quality of the information? It would not be pos
sible for a short book review to visit and evaluate each site, all I 
could do was to compare the Nova Scotia data with my own personal 
knowledge, I therefore sought out the information on Nova Scotia. 
Here it is: 

Nova Scotia 
SEAL ISLAND 
(along the Yarmouth County Shore) 

Owls Present: Short-eared. 
Description: An island located off the southwestern 
end of Nova Scotia. Short-eared Owls are frequently 
seen during October. 
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Access: Seal Island is reached form various 
communities along the Yarmouth County shore 
of Nova Scotia. Further details are not 
available, but the island apparently is not 
difficult to reach. 

And that is it--ALL OF IT--quoted verbatum! 

I have been to Seal Island; I managed it on my second trip, and 
landing and re-embarking on the fishing boat used for transportation 
was risky and difficult. There were no owls. 

so much for the quality of the information, I guess we were luck
ier than some provinces. P. E. I., New Brunswick, Alberta and 
Saskatchewan were not even mentioned. Do you suppose they don't have 
any owls? 

On a scale of 1 to 10, I would give the book a 2. Don't buy the 
book,, ($8'.95 U.S.) spend the money on gas and lunch and go to Harry 
Brennads trip in May. You will learn more, see owls and have a good 
time. 

--Bill, Caudle 

,,_, --

Tl,tllVCAPE, tJ. S 
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CONSERVATION & ENVIRONMENT NOTES 

DDT IS BACK 

The November 1984 issue of Audubon contained an article on a 
chemical called Dicofol which is used to kill mites. It is manufact
ured by a process that adds an extra oxygen atom to DDT. Apparently, 
the process is not very refined, as some formulations of Dicofol have 
been found to contain as much as 14 percent DDT. However, since DDT 
is considered an unavoidable impurity in the product, manufacturers 
are not required to list it as an ingredient. Many studies in the 
United States have shown rising levels of DDT in fish and birds in
cluding west coast Peregrine Falcons. 

Audubon lists 65 different pesticides registered for use in the 
U.S.A., which contain Dicofol. 

Agriculture Canada is responsible for regulating pesticides in 
this countrv and has decided that Dicofol is required for mite control 
in our orchards. (Be sure you wash your fruit well.) Official~ at 
Agriculture Canada believe there is no cause for concern here because 
"Canada use.s less than one percent of the quantity of Dicofol used in 
the United States", and because the levels of DDT found in Canadian 
Dicofol samples are "very low". 

The following list shows the 13 products that contain Dicofol 
that are registered for use in Canada. Some of these products have 
been seen "on the shelf" in local garden stores. Read the label 
carefully before you buy. 

Kelthane EC 
Later's Mite Killer EC 
Isotox Insect Spray 
Wilson's Garden Spr 
Wilson's Tree & Shrub Spr 
African Violet Spr Emulsifiable Miticide 
Later's Systemic Ornamental & Garden Spray 
Later's Fruit Tree Spray 
Weall and Cullen Garden Spray 
Dexol Red Spider & Mite Spray 
Later's Mite Killer Spray 
Co-op Fruit & Shrub Dust or Spray Insecticide Fungicide 
Kelthane AP-35 

Linda Payzant 
Conservation & Environment Committee 
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AWARD TO DR. PHYLLIS DOBSON ON HER RETIREMENT AS RECORDS EDITOR 

Annual General Meeting, November, 1984 
Bill Caudle, President 

I would like to talk to you about Dr. Phyllis Dobson. Phyllis 
is one of the early members of our Society. I don't know when she 
retired and went to live near Yarmouth. She was there when I moved 
to Nova Scotia. I met her on the odd field trip but that was not 
enough to say I know her. · 

However, about a year ago I was in Yarmouth and wanted to know 
what were the recommended "hot spots" for the Saturday morning. I 
called Charlie Allen and instead of telling me where to go, he told 
me to be outside the hotel after breakfast. He and Phyllis showed 
up and I then had a persona11y conducted tour of the "hot spots" 
by two of the best birders in the province. 

In 1960, Phyllis took on the task as the editor of the then 
"Newsletter". In 1972, she was the first recipient of the Puffin of 
~he Year Award. From 1974 to 1976, Phyllis was the Editor in Chief 
and since 1977, she has been the Records Editor. Now Dr. Dobson has 
decided to retire. Bob Dickie is taking over that task and, Bob, 
you are going to have trouble filling those shoes:! 

Phyllis, as a token of our appreciation for all you have done for 
us, please come up here and accept this small gift. 
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SURVEY OF 

19TH CENTURY ORNI1l!OLOGY IN 

NOVA SCOTIA 

IAN McLAREN 

This is the first of three articles summarizing what I have been able to find 
about 19th century ornithological literature for Nova Scotia. It is only a prelim
inary effort, but I hope that readers of NOVA SCOTIA BIRDS 1,ill find it of some int
erest at this stage. I have yet to explore much literature in 1,hich birds may be 
discussed secondarily, as in historical, travel, and adventure literature. This 
issue includes an account of ususual records; that is, of rare or problematic spec-
ies. I will cover about half the species, up to and including the alcids. The 
rest, all landbirds, will be discussed in the next issue. Then I shall present 
an annotated bibliography of all the sources for these records plus all other 
references that I have been able to find. 

It has become clear that ornithology was a thriving avocation in Nova Scotia 
in those days. Many naturalists had their "cabinets" of bird skins and mounts, 
and there was much exchange of such material among colleagues in this province and 
in Britain and the United States. Ornithologists from New England appeared to have 
a particular interest in Nova Scotia, and a number of them visted the province to 
make observations and take specimens. The whole history of the subject needs to be 
worked out. However,. my aim is much more modest at this time. 

PART I. ANNOTATED LIST OF UNUSUAL RECORDS 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE 
This Eurasian species ~ias reported in Nova Scotia and other North American loc

alities in the 19th century, doubtless erroneously. Jones (1885) writes: "Very rare. 
Mr. Egan has a specimen of the young in his collection." The editor of FOREST AND 
STREA!ef, in which this was published, queries the record in a footnote. Interesting
ly, Jones says of Red-necked Grebe: "Inserted on the authority of Lieut. Wedderburn, 
who stated it to be very rare." Downs (1888) also describes the Red-necked Grebe 
as "rare". This is in spite of the earlier listing by Blakiston and Bland (1857) 
of the Red-necked Grebe as "common in winter". Brewer (1878) discusses the wide
spread misidentification of young Red-necked Grebes as Great Crested Grebes, and 
Piers (1894) echos this for Nova Scotia. 

HORNED GREBE 
Blakiston and Bland (1857) do not list it, Jones (1885) thought it to be "very 

rare", Downs (1888) knew of "one specimen only", and Piers (1894) adds only a few, 
while wondering about Chamberlin's (1887a) vie~1 that it was "common throughout the 
Dominion." Why so scarce in those days? 

MANX SHEAR,JATER 
Blakiston and Bland (1857) list only "ivandering Shearwater (Puffinus cinereus)", 

probably meant for the Sooty Shearwater, on Downs' authority. Ambrose (1865) lists 
only "Hag-down - Manx Shearwater -- (Prncellaria Puffinu.sJ" without comment. Jones 
(1885) lists only "Cinereous Shearwater (P. kuklii)". which again cannot be taken 
seriously. Downs (1888) gives only" Puffinus Stricklandi. Sooty Shearwater", the 
former name indeed a widely used one for what we now know as Sooty Shearwater. 
Chamberlin (1887a), who also lists Greater and Sooty Shean,ater, says that Manx 
Shea~1ater is "an accidental straggler to the Nova Scotia coast from the eastern 
side of the Atlantic". However, no first-hand evidence is offered. Collins (1884a, 
1884b) with wide experience of the Nova Scotian and Newfoundland fishing banks, does 
not report it. 

STORM-PETRELS 
There is much confusion in the late 19th century literature on the identity of 

breeding storm-petrels in Nova Scotia, in spite of the fact that Bryant (1857) cor
rectly identified "Thalassidroma Leaclzi,: . . . breeding on isl ands . . . near 
Yarmouth including the Mud Islands, mentioned by Audubon as the breeding places of 
Wilson's' Petrel." Ambrose (1860, 1864) gives details of "Storm Petrels" (uniden
tified) breeding on Green Island (= Pearl Island) "off the mouth of Chester Bay", 
and later (Ambrose 1865) refers to these as "Storm Petrel - (ThalassiJrnma pcl-
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agica.)". Ambrose's (1864) comments are quoted at length by Jones (1885) under 
"Wilson's Petrel (0. oceanica)". Jones (1885) also lists "Stormy Petrel (P. pel
agica)" as "rare". Downs (1888) has "Pr>oeellaria pelagica (Linn.) Stormy Petrel" 
as breeding "on St. Paul Island and other favourable localities", while "Leach's 
Petrel" is "rare". Clearly all references to breeding should be to Leach's Storm 
Petrel. As stressed by McNeil and Burton (1973), no such early references to what 
we now know as British Storm-Petrel can be sustained; breeding Wilson's Storm-Petrel 
are of course even less plausible. 

WHITE-TAILED TROPIC BIRD 
Tufts (1962, 1973) refers to notes by Harry Piers on the first Nova Scotian 

record. It was first reported (as P. fZavirostris) by Jones (1885), who says: 
"Accidental ... at Shubenacadia after a heavy gale of Sept. 6, 1870, and is now in 
the Halifax Museum". Gilpin {1882b) was more vague on place and date. Downs (1888) 
gives the place, but not the date. Gilpin (1882b) refers to it as "this rosy favor
ite of a tropical sun, with its scarlet beak and long red tail". However, this is 
fanciful, as the specimen (still in N.S. Museum) is not a Red-tailed Tropic Bird. 

NORTHERN GANNET 
Tufts (1962, 1973) quotes some recollections of the colony on Gannet Rock, off 

Cape Forchu, Yarmouth County. A good primary source is Bryant (1857) who found 
about 150 nests there, all robbed of eggs. Downs (1888) says it "breeds on the 
coast", but gives no data. 

AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN 
As Tufts (1962, 1973) notes, Chamberlin's (1887a) catalogue says that "one 

specimen has been taken in Nova Scotia". In spite of Piers' ( 1915) comment ("I 
know nothing of the specimen referred to"), Chamberlin's statement might be taken 
seriously, in view of his other explicit specimen records from Nova Scotia that 
were unmentioned by contemporary Nova Scotian naturalists. A curious reference is 
found in the Proceedings of the Nova Scotian Institute of Science for 1877 (see 
Gilpin 1877), where it is stated that as the meeting on 11 December 1876 Gilpin 
reported on a specimen of a "head of a dead Pelican found on the shore at Upper 
Prospect". This does not match the specimen records given by Piers (1894) for the 
Brown Pelican (next species) and, although the date is right, does not match the 
evidently whole specimen of "frigate pelican" (see Magnificent Frigatebird) from 
Halifax Harbor. Could this head have been the specimen referred to by Chamberlin 
(1887a)? 

BROWN PELICAN 
As noted by Tufts (1962, 1973), Piers (1894) gives two specimen records. In 

addition, Piers (1894) refers to a sighting by his brothers of one flying over Bed
ford Basin on 19 August 1889. If valid, this is the only report of the bird from 
other than the months of May and June. 

MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD 
Tufts (1962, 1973) reports the bird taken by Downs, said by Deane (1879) to 

have been taken from Halifax Harbor on 16 October 1876. However, subsequent refer
ences to this bird add contradictions. Gilpin (1882b) gives the date as "November 
15, 1876" and the place as "near Halifax". Jones (1885) has the "one specimen" as 
"taken after a violent northerly gale", while Downs (1888), who should know best, 
says "one shot at Cole Harbour after a southerly gale". The specimen taken at Devils 
Island, Halifax Harbor, during June 1891, and given by Tufts (1962, 1973) on Piers' 
authority, is still in the N.S. Museum. 

LEAST BITTERN 
Blakiston and Bland (1857) give it as "accidental", one of several species they 

insert "on the authority of Mr. Andrew Downs". Yet, Downs (1888) does not list it 
as among the species he had "personally observed .•. in Nova Scotia". Thus Piers 
(1898) may be correct in asserting of a bird taken at Prospect on 16 March 1896: 
"never before in N.S.". 

GREAT EGRET 
Tufts (1962) says that "less definite records are given by Jones (1868) and 

Downs (1888)", and excludes 19th century reports from his second edition (Tufts 
1973). In fact, Jones (1868) is quite concrete: "only one specimen ... shot in 
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the su11111er of 1867, on the shores of Halifax Harbour, and is now in my collection". 
He later (Jones 1885) refers to this "fine specimen shot at Tufts' Cove, Halifax 
Harbour, about twelve years ago in the month of September". Downs (1888) gives it 
merely as: "Casual Su11111er". 

SNOWY EGRET 
The earliest reference is by Blakiston and Bland (1857), who give it as "Very 

rare". Jones (1868) says "not so rare as the former species" (Great Egret) and gives 
a specimen record "shot by Mr. George Drillio, of Halifax, a few years ago, in a 
marsh up the country" (not "near Halifax in 1868" as given by Tufts 1962). Downs 
(1888) quotes Jones verbatim and adds two specimen records, without details. The 
bird reported by Baird et al. (1884, cited by Tufts 1962) from Windsor in 1872 may 
be the one referred to by Chamberlin (1887a) as: "Mr. Jones reports one from Windsor, 
N.S.". 

LITTLE BLUE HERON 
Tufts (1962, 1973) gives no 19th century records. The first report was of a 

young, white bird "shot at Cole Harbour, Halifax County, lately" (Jones 1885). 
Chamberlin (1887a), Downs (1888), and Piers (1897) all refer to what is clearly this 
same bird. Piers (1897) also adds two more: one on 18 March 1896, at Lawrencetown, 
and another on 10 April 1897, at Sheet Harbour. 

GREEN-BACKED HERON 
Tufts (1962) cites Piers (1892a) for a first record, but the earliest were part 

of a "remarkable flight of birds" to Brier Island on 15 April 1881 according to 
Chamberlin (1881), who examined specimens. Jones (1885) notes "a specimen ... 
Halifax Harbour ... spring 1883". Downs (1888) says that "Mr. Egan has several 
of these herons from Prospect and other loca 1 iti es". Piers (1892a) reports specimens 
for 20 April 1890 and before mid-November 1891. 

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON 
Jones (1885), under "Night Heron (N. grisea)", the Latin name used then for the 

European Black-crowned Night Heron, says it was formerly occasional "but of late it 
appears to have nearly deserted the province". Downs (1888), possibly more pre
cisely, says that "one year a number of them visited". The first concrete report of 
a night heron was for 18 November 1888 (Anon. 1889a), but the species was not given. 
Tufts ( 1962) gives two specimen records from Piers ( 1892a) and H. F. Tufts ( 1898), 
but it should not be 1,nferred that these were first records. 

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERON 
Tufts (1962) giv~s Kennard (1902) as the authority for one taken on Cape Sable 

Island in March 1902. Oddly, Kennard's specimen turned up in a Boston market. The 
one at the Nova Scotia Museum from the same time must be a different bird; Kennard 
(1902) notes from correspondence that two others were killed at this time. Tufts 
(1973) refers only to the Museum bird. At any rate, these were first records, 
antedating the Sable Island one (McLaren 1981) by three years. 

GLOSSY IBIS 
McKinlay (1885) reports the first occurrence near Pictou of several "some 

twenty years ago" (i.e. 1865). one of which was collected. Downs (1888) mentions, 
without date, a specimen from Country Harbour. Piers (1894) refers to the Pictou 
event and says (from a report by McKinlay) that there were two birds in "early May, 
about twenty-seven years ago" (i.e. 1867). Under the circumstances, "about 1865" 
seems more appropriate than "in 1866" (the date given in Tufts 1973). 

WHISTLING SWAN 
The statements by Downs (1888) that "there are only one or two instances of 

this species being taken in Nova Scotia" and "Liverpool was the locality for one" 
seem to be adequate first references. The next was in 1900 (Tufts 1962, 1973). 

SNOW GOOSE 
This could be the "Black and white wild Goose" in Haliburton's (1825) list. 

Blakiston and Bland (1857) give it as "occasional" on the authority of Downs, w~o 
later (Downs 1888) states that "Captain Waderburn [= Wedderburn, who collected in 
the 1850s] .•. had a specimen". One was taken on Sable Island in 1879 (Gilpin 
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1880, see also McLaren 1981). Some controversy centred on the two shot in 1874 on 
the Halifax Common, which Gilpin (1880) considered (along with the Sable Island bird) 
to be young Barnacle Geese, but which Jones (1885) and Downs (1888) properly identi
fied as Snow Geese. Tufts (1962, 1973) soes not mention these early records. 

EURASIAN GREEN-WINGED TEAL 
The specimen obtained by Downs, taken on 1 September 1854 according to Piers 

(1915), was earlier referred to by Jones (1885), who places it only in September 
1854. Downs (1888) gives no details of time or place, but says it was sent to a 
collection in Ireland. 

GADWALL 
Blakiston and Bland (1857) list it as "in winter: rare", based on their own 

authority. This is plausible, for these early collectors tended to know their 
waterfowl, but it was not reported again until 1931, the first record in Tufts (1962, 
1973). 

NORTHERN SHOVELER 
Blakiston and Bland (1857) list them as "very rare" on Downs' authority and 

Gilpin (1880) refers to a bird shot at Digby (no date) and a male shot at Halifax in 
April 1879, in Egan's collection. Jones (1885) states that t:wo were shot in the 
first week of April 1879 at Cole Harbour, one preserved by Egan. Downs (1888) says 
simply that it is a "rather rare migrant". Tufts (1962) cites some of these reports 
second-hand from Piers' notes. 

EURASIAN WIGEON 
Downs (1888) says merely that it is "rare". Piers (1915) discounts this vague 

reference and concludes that a bird on 9 January 1912, near Yarmouth, was a first 
record (not in Tufts 1962, 1973). 

CANVASBACK 
Tufts (1962, 1972) refers to three specimens ,1ithout date or locality mentioned 

by Gilpin (1880) and Downs (1888). The bird noted by Downs (1888) was documented 
more explicitly by Jones (1885) as having been taken in 1881 at Sambro Island and 
secured for Egan's collection. 

REDHEAD 
Jones (1885) states that one in the Egan collection" was shot recently at Sambro 

Island", Downs (1888) viewed it as a "rare migrant", and Piers (1894) adds a speci
men shot near Dartmouth in February 1894. The last was taken as the first record 
by Tufts (1962, 1973). 

LESSER SCAUP 
Gilpin (1880) refers to a mounted specimen without details, and Jones (1885) 

rates it as "not common". Downs (1888) says it is a rare migrant, and refers to a 
doubtful "brood of young ones at Grand Lake", properly ignored by Tufts (1962, 1973). 

BARROW'S GOLDENEYE 
As Jones (1885) noted, these were probably not distinguished in the province 

before the discussion of the two goldeneyes by Gilpin (1880). It was rated as rare 
by both authors and by DOl·ms ( 1888). 

LABRADOR DUCK 
As noted by Tufts (1962, 1973), Audubon wrote of specimens in Mc Cul loch's 

collection at Pictou. Other specimens from around Halifax are rather confusingly 
discussed in Gilpin (1880, 1882), Jones (1885), Downs (1886, 1888) and Dutcher 
(1891, 1894). It seems that only two birds (not the 3 or 4 inferred by Gilpin 1880) 
we re i nvo 1 ved, one purchased in the Hali fax Market in 1852 by Wedderburn ( not "Wader
burn" pe1' Downs 1886, and Tufts 1962, 1973) and one by \1inton at about the same time. 
The former ended up in the Brewster Collection in Cambridge, Mass., and the latter 
in Col. Drummond's collection in Scotland. 

KING EIDER 
First reported by Jones (1868), who notes a specimen taken in March 1863. 

Later 19th century authors rate it as rare, and further specimens are noted by Gilpin 
(1880) and by Piers (1892, 1894, 1897). 
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RUDDY DUCK 
Blakiston and Bland (1857) give it as "very rare", and Gilpin (1880) did not 

list it. Surprisingly, Jones (1885) says that it 1vas "formerly rare, but of late 
years somewhat common", while Downs {1888) states that "a good many are shot in 
fall migration". This suggests a real change of status during the period. The only 
19th century specimen record seems to be one from Sable Islandin winter 1896-97 (see 
McLaren 1981). The first record in Tufts (1962, 1973) is for 1909. 

HOODED MERGANSER 
Bl ak is ton and Bl and ( 1857) 1 is t it as "very rare, as does Jones ( 1885), who 

notes three specimens, one explicitly from Lawrencetown in early November 1884. 
Gilpin (1880) and Downs (1888) do not mention these specimens, and Tufts (1962, 1973) 
accordingly indicates that it was first recorded in 1907. 

BLACK VULTURE 
The reference in Tufts (1962, 1973) to the 1896 occurrence (see Piers 1897) 

remains unique for those times. 

SWALLOW- TAILED KITE 
Not much can be made of Gilpin's (1881) statement that "my son has observed 

fork-tail hawks in the air which I have seen also, but very rarely". Otherwise the 
1905 record (Tufts 1962, 1973) is unique. 

RED-SHOULDERED HAWK 
Blakiston and Bland's (1856) rating of it as "rather common: breeds" is very 

questionable. Tufts (1962) refers to this statement in the second-hand version by 
Willis (1859, wrongly as 1895 in the Tufts 1973 edition). Downs (1865) says quite 
explicitly that "I have seen only two specimens". He also lists Red-tailed and 
Rough-legged, but not Broad-winged, Hawks. Gilpin (1881, 1882) says of it: "I have 
only Mr. Downs' notes. I have never seen it". Downs (1888) does not include it, but 
does state that a Broad-winged Hawk "specimen was obtained in the market, September, 
1888, and I think ... Winton had another ... shot some years ago". Thus, neither 
of these birds seems to be the specimens of Red-shouldered Hawks referred to earlier 
by Downs {1865). Tufts (1962, 1973) gives Downs (1890) as a reference to the spec
ies, but there appears to be no Downs publication for that date. The reference by 
H. F. Tufts to the bird as "not so common as the [Red-tailed] species" lacks con
creteness. 

COOPER'S HAWK 
The species is listed as "Falco Cooperii. Bon." by Gesner, but as he does not 

list specimens of Sharp-shinned Hawk, his identification is suspect. One must agree 
with Tufts (1962) that the references by Gilpin (1881, wrongly as 1882 in Tufts) to 
a specimen in the Egan collection, sent to England and not seen by Gilpin, are also 
open to doubt. 

GOLDEN EAGLE 
There was confusion about eagles in the earlier literature, because young Bald 

Eagles were thought to be a different species. Downs (1865) was the first to men
tion the Golden Eagle, as a single specimen report. Gilpin (1872) cleared up this 
confusion, and says that "Mr. Hinton ... thinks they breed in the Eastern Counties", 
and Jones (1885) mentions captures by Winton of "two or three pairs alive . . . in 
Colchester County", asserting also that "it breeds in the interior". This is plaus
ible, for they are returning nO\v to breed in many places in eastern North America 
from which they were extirpated. Downs (1888), however, is merely content to say 
that "Mr. Winton caught a pair in a trap at Stewiacke", without comment on possible 
breeding in the province. 

GYRFALCON 
Tufts (1962, 1973) refers to an 1887 specimen (per Piers 1894) as a first rec

cord, but it is not. Blakiston and Bland (1856) refer to "one specimen in ten years" 
on Downs' authority. Downs {1865) gives details of a bird brougtt to him and this 
bi rd is noted by Jones (1865) as having been captured "off Ha 1 ifax Harbour some 
years ago, according to Mr. Andrew Downs". ~ilpin (1881) more explicitly mentio~s 
two specimens, one ... some twenty years since taken by a vessel off the coast 
and mounted by Downs. Curiously, Downs (1888) does not include the species ?n his 
list. It was, in fact, reported with about the same frequency as the Peregrine, 



51 

of which "one or two specimens" are recorded by Jones (1879) and two others by Piers 
(1894). 

YELLOW RAIL 
Tufts (1962, 1973) gives as a first provincial record a specimen collected by 

H. F. Tufts in 1895. This is also reported by H. F. Tufts (1898), but is antedated. 
Blakiston and Bland (1857) state: "Rare; depends on setting of frost: 1st to end of 
November". Dm·ms (1888) simply notes: "Rare. Autumn". However, Jones (1885) is 
more concrete: "Very rare. A specimen shot recently in Cole Harbour ... now in 
Mr. Egan's collection". 

CORNCRAKE 
Tufts (1962, 1973) gives Piers (1915) as a source for the Pictou bird, which 

was taken "about the year 1873" (Piers), not "in October 1873" (Tufts). The primary 
reference is McKinlay (1899), who states that it was taken "nearly a quarter century 
ago in the month of October". "About 1875" might be best for this record. 

CLAPPER RAIL 
Piers {1894) writes of two specimens taken at Lawrencetown on 10 May 1892 and 

in October 1893, noting them as first Canadian reports. Gesner's (1842) pioneer list 
refers to a specimen of rail that was evidently not a Virginia Rail or Sora, but 
it is not identifiable from that source. 

PURPLE GALLINULE 
Tufts (1962, 1973) quotes Piers (1897) on four occurrences. The earliest was a 

specimen from near Halifax , for which the primary reference is Jones (1870a), who 
states that it was taken on the "30th of January last". Gilpin (1880, 1882b) gives 
the date as February 1870, but Jones (1885) says 30 January 1869. References by 
both authors to the historically mysterious disappearance of the ship "City of Bos
ton" in a gale preceding the arrival of the bird, fixes the year as 1870. 

COMMON MOORHEN 
The "Water Hen" of Haliburton (1825) could be this bird or the American Coot. 

Tufts (1962, 1973) gives no early records. Gilpin (1882b) mentions one "taken near 
Halifax, May 23, 1880", as the earliest concrete report. Jones (1885) states that 
"three specimens only have passed through Mr. Egan's hands". Chamberlin (1887b) rep
orts that one was taken on the Cornwallis River on 20 September 1886. One from Hali
fax on 18 November 1888 was wrongly designated as "new" for the provi nee (Anon. 1889). 
The specimen from Sable Island on 5 October 1896, although evidently the only extant 
one from the 19th century, is thus not a provincial first (contra McLaren 1981). 

AMERICAN COOT 
Tufts (1962, 1973) gives no early records. It was rated generally as uncommon 

rather than rare by 19th century authors, but only Hickman (1896) considered that it 
might nest in Nova Seo ti a, noting for Pi ctou County: "breeds (?)". 

LAPWING 
Piers (1898) record of one emaciated dead bird at Ketch Harbour, Halifax County, 

on 17 March 1897, was not, as he supposed, a first authenticated North American occur
rence. 

WILSON'S PLOVER 
The province's first Wilson's Plover, collected on 28 April 1880 by Goss (1885) 

during a visit to Brier Island from the U.S.A., understandably escaped notice of 
Gilpin (1882a) and Jones (1885), although Downs (1888) should have kno1-m about it. 

KI LL DEER 
Although Haliburton (1825) includes "Killdee, or Chattering Plover" on his list 

of Nova Scotian birds, the first concrete report seems to be that of Gilpin (1882a), 
who refers to a "single notice of him during March, in Halifax". Tufts (1962) refers 
to Downs (1888) for a latest seasonal record on "January 1, about 1885". However, 
Downs (1888) simply gives this as "New Year's Day" without year, and Jones (1885) 
refers to one killed on New Year's Day "several years ago" as "the only specimen 
known". Piers (1892) reports a big flight in fall 1888 and notes a second specimen 
taken in November 1890. 



AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER 
Blakiston and Bland (1857) claim on their own authority that it "has been seen 

here". Willis (1859), in his later replication of their list, adds one of his few 
comments: "doubtful I think, J.W.R.". Tufts (1962, 1973) quotes Forbush (1916, not 
in Tufts' bibliography) to the effect that Audubon found it nesting along the shores 
of the Bay of Fundy. In fact, Audubon (1839) claimed with some details to have 
found it nesting as far north as southern Labrador. This has generally been held in 
suspicion. At any rate, no concrete evidence indicates that it once nested in 
Nova Scotia. 

WILLET 
Tufts (1973) recounts the spread of the Willet from the southern counties, but 

ignores the somewhat contradictory 19th century literature. Blakiston and Bland 
( 1857) list it as "very rare" on Downs' authority. Brewer ( 1877) states that it 
ranged at least as far as Halifax, from which he got eggs. Jones (1885) has it as 
"very rare" and notes a specimen from Ha 1 ifax Harbour in May 1876 . Piers ( 1888) 
by contrast thoughtit "common" and that it "nests at Port Petpiswick" (sic). Trotter 
(1904) found it common around Barrington in the late 1890s. The pattern suggests 
that it was not totally confined to the southern counties in the last century, but 
may have been patchy in distribution elsewhere. 

GREEN SANDPIPER 
Tufts {1962) considers a 19th century specimen record as "hypothetical" and 

"dubious" and Godfrey ( 1966) is of like mind. The record is discussed by Brewer 
(1878), who justifies it on the basis of a letter from one T .. E. Hartling, London, 
England, stating that the skin indeed came from Halifax, and was from a bird in the 
flesh. 

UPLAND SANDPIPER. 
Gilpin (1882a) writes: "Of Bartram's tattler, or the grass plover, I note one 

specimen, and that from Sable Island, 1868." The bird was apparently not taken again 
until 13 September 1896 (Tufts, 1962, 1973), noted by H. F. Tufts as "severa 1 were 
observed on the Grand Pre, September, 1896". 

ESKIMO CURLEW 
Haliburton (1825) lists "White Curlew" (unplaceable), as well as "Lesser Field 

Curlew" and"Sea side Lesser Curlew", and some confusion continued in the later lit
erature. Blakiston and Bland (1867) have the "Hudsonian Curlew" as common, but the 
"Esquimau Curlew" was already "not common" in their time. The Whimbrel was called 
"Esquimau Curlew" and the Eskimo Curlew called "smaller Esquimau Curlew" by Gilpin 
(1882a), although the former is also on his summary list as "Hudson's Curlew" and 
the latter as "Esqimaux Curlew". He does not note the numerical status of the 
species. Jones (1885) says that "this species, which was formerly very common, has 
now become exceedingly rare". McKinlay (1885) refers to the Eskimo Curle1~ "and 
their smaller congeners" as having decreased in numbers near Pictou, suggesting some 
continuing confusion in nomenclature. Hickman (1896) claimed to have seen the 
species near Pictou on 24 May 1896, but his statement "common in autumn, not in 
spring" is supect, since he did not list Whimbrel. Downs (1888) says it was "rather 
less abundant than the Hudsonian, but arrives about the same time and under the same 
circumstances". However, this may have been memory of earlier times. 

LONG-BILLED CURLEW 
Tufts (1962, 1973) considered that mentions by Gilpin (1882a) and Willis (1859) 

are "vague and lack supporting evidence". However, many sources indicate that this 
species was indeed regular in eastern North America in earlier times. Blakiston and 
Bland (1857) have it as "very rare" on Down's authority (Willis, 1859, merely copy
ing their list). Gilpin (1882a) states: "the larger great billed Curlew seen by 
myself September, 1870, at Windsor, N.S.". Jones (1885) states that "this species, 
which formerly was quite common, has now become exceedingly rare". Downs {1888) 
does not list it. 

SMALL SANDPIPERS 
To sort out 19th century records of small sandpipers requires some foray into 

the nomenclature of the day. Haliburton (1825) lists only "peep", although his 
"Meadow Snipe" and "Little Pond Snipe" are enigmatic. Bla~iston and Blan~ (1857) 
distinguished Least, as "LittZe, (Tringa pusilla)", and Sennpalmated Sandpipers (as 
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"T. semipalmata"), and properly classed both as "abundant". The "Ash-eolow,ed Sand-
piper, (T. islandica)", an old name for P.ed Knot, was "abundant". "Sehinz's Sand-
pipel', (T. Schinzii)", an older British name for the European Dunlin, but probably 
applying in North America to the White-rumped Sandpiper, was "not common". Jones 
(1868) also discusses "Schinz's Sandpiper (T. Sehinzii)" as "another of our rarer 
sandpipers". Gilpin (1882a) had trouble distinguishing Least and Semipalmated Sand
pipers and gave confusing accounts of "Schinss" and Curlew Sandpipers (see below). 
Jones (1885) has matters somewhat clarified, referring clearly to Least and Semi
palmated and to "White-rumped Sandpiper (T. bonapm0 tei)" as "col1lrlon", and to "Ameri
can Dunlin (T. alpina)" as "abundant". 

BAIRD'S SANDPIPER 
Tufts (1962, 1963) gives a first specimen record from the Grand Pre on 7 Sept

ember 1899. Gilpin (1882a) lists it as"Tringa bairdis - Baird's peep", but does 
not mention any occurrences. There are no other references to it. 

CURLEW SANDPIPER 
Tufts (1962, 1973) uses Piers (1915) as a reference to "two specimens allegedly 

taken in Halifax County" in 1864 and 1868, respectively, and considered them as 
"never verified", on the basis of later communications with Piers. Godfrey (1966) 
states: "perhaps Nova Scotia (Halifax, September 1868, but the specimen was not ex
amined by an authority)". Blakiston and Bland (1857) list it as "Tringa subarquata", 
the established Latin name then, and as "not common", on Downs' authority. Jones 
(1868) wrote: "Dr. Bernard Gilpin, of Halifax, kindly forwarded me a specimen that 
had been shot by his son at the mouth of Hali fax Harbour in September, 1868". The 
date given is impossible, since Jones' communication is dated 13 April 1868, and may 
be a typographical error for 1864 ( see below). Gilpin ( 1882a) adds two confusing 
sentences: "The Cape Curlew I have noted Halifax, October. Tringa Subarquata, 
Schinss Sandpiper, I note Halifax, October, 1864, but I am not certain". In his 
overall list of shorebirds he gives, properly, Tringa Subarquata - Curlew Sand
piper" and, at the end of his paper, states: "I have not mentioned Schinze's Sand 
Piper, although my notes give him at Halifax, August. I have no distinct recollec
tion of the bird, or of seeing Dunlin's[sic] , an enlarged copy of it, in Nova 
Scotia". Despite Gilpin's clumsy prose and characteristic proneness to typograph
ical slips, it seems clear that the first reference to "Tringa Subarquata" was meant 
to apply to Curlew Sandpiper, and it is probable that this was the bird referred to 
by Jones (1868). Gilpin's "Schinze's Sand Piper" is clearly the North American race 
of Dunlin. It is probable, therefore, that only one bird, killed in autumn 1864, 
was a Curlew Sandpiper. Downs (1888) states: "one purchased in the Halifax market 
(Downs)". This may be the much earlier specimen referred to by Blakiston and Bland 
(1857). In spite of all the confusion, it appears unlikely that there was misiden
tification of so distinctive a bird as Curlew Sandpiper. 

RUFF 
The troublesome bird collected on 27 May 1892 (Piers 1894, 1915) is well dis

cussed by Tufts (1962, 1963). 

BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER 
Gilpin ( 1882a) states: "the Buff-Breasted Sandpiper I note Pro vi nci al Museum, 

Halifax." Downs (1888) says: "Uncommon,migrant. Fall. Locally called J;.obin Snipe". 
As Red Knot is not mentioned by Downs (1888), nor by Gilpin (1882a), unless it is 
the bird listed as "Tryngites rufessens - Red breasted sand piper" without comment, 
there would seem to be possibility of confusion. 

SKUAS 
He have no certain way of deciding whether Great or South Polar Skua or both 

were observed in the 19th Century. Probably the first documented sightings of skuas 
were by Allen (1879) on Sable Island Bank. Collins (1884b) shot at several in Nova 
Scotian waters, but did not secure them. Newcombe (1887) sighted one on the "La Have 
Ridges". It is possible that early Nova Scotian specimens are to be found in the 
large U.S. museums. 

RING-BILLED GULL 
Tufts (1962, 1973) gives only one 19th century record, of a bird collected by 

H. F. Tufts in spring 1896 (sightings, but no specimens, mentioned in H. F. Tufts 
1898). This may be the species called "Little White River Gull", listed along with 



"Great white" (=Herring?) and"Great Grey Gull" (= young?), by Haliburton (1825). 
Blakiston and Bland (1857) mention "Common American Gull, (L. zonorhynchus)", on 
Downs' authority, but do not give an abundance category. Jones ( 1870b) lists Ring
billed Gull without comment, and later Jones (1885) says it is "not common". Downs 
(1888), oddly, does not mention it. Piers (1894) wonders why it should have been 
overlooked, as it was "common on all sides of the Province", although not breeding. 

LAUGHING GULL 
Tufts (1962, 1973) does not mention its 19th century status. Blakiston and 

Bland (1857) list it as "Black-headed Gull, (L. atricilla) - Rather rare", on their 
own authority. Bryant (1857) found two pairs on Green Island, near Yarmouth, in 
summer 1856. A co 11 ected female had finished laying, and Bryant comments: "Not 
known to breed between Cape Cod and the Bay of Fundy". Gilpin (1880) records what 
he thought was the first Nova Scotian specimen, from Tusket in September 1879. The 
species is not mentioned by Jones (1870b, 1885) or Downs (1888). Piers (1894) notes 
three specimens from the mouth of Halifax Harbour, two on 10 September 1888 and an
other on 15 June 1892. He also mentions a specimen in the McCulloch Collection at 
Da 1 hous i e Co 11 ege , not now extant. 

SAB !NE' S GULL 
Tufts (1962, 1973) gives no early records. The only 19th century report is in 

Downs (1888), who lists it without co!l11lent. 

IVORY GULL 
Tufts (1962, 1973) quotes two specimen records from Piers (1894), one from 

Chezzetcook on 15 October 1889 and one from Cape Breton on 29 October 1892. The 
earliest mention is by Jones (1870b), who includes it on his list without annotation, 
but clearly (Jones 1885) referring to a sighting by L. W. vledderburn. Jones (1885) 
refers to this sighting as having taken place in Halifax Harbour in 1849. Jones 
(1886a) reported that an immature specimen "shot recently on the coast of Halifax 
county and is now in the possession of Mr. Thos. Egan". Downs (1888) calls it "rare" 
without data. Hickman (1896) gives a sighting for Pictou on 23 March 1895. 

GULL-BILLED TERN 
A report to Piers by R. Bouteiller (erroneously interprted by Tufts 1973: see 

McLaren 1981) suggests that this bird occurred and may have bred on Sable Island in 
the late 19th century. 

ROSEATE TERN 
Jones ( 1885) ca 11 ed it: "Very rare. Only one specimen obtained about 1868". 

Downs (1888) merely calls it "rare". Piers (1897) gives a specimen record for 2 
June 1894. Numbers of specimens were taken on Sable Island in 1894 (see McLaren 
1981). 

LEAST TERN 
Tufts (1962, 1973) mentions the specimen that Downs (1888) said he "obtained 

at Polly Bog", without data. Jones (1885) states that Downs obtained a specimen, 
presumably the Polly Bog (Alton, Colchester Co.) bird on 1 September 1879. The bird 
evidently occurred more frequently on Sable Island in those days (McLaren 1981). 

GASP IAN TERN 
The only 19th century records in Tufts (1962, 1973) are based on Piers' notes 

of "two allegedly in 1886 and the other in 1893" from Cole Harbour. These appear in 
Piers (1894) as one "in May, about eight years ago", one "shortly after" (said to be 
in Downs' collection) and one "shot last year (1893)". Jones (1885) gives informa
tion on on what are evidently the first two birds: "One was shot at Cole Harbour in 
the spring of 1883, and another in November, 1884, at the same place, which is now in 
Mr. Downs' collection". 

BLACK TERN 
Piers' (1894) report of two immature birds collected in Halifax Harbour on 10 

September 1888, noted by Tufts (1962), are indeed the first and only for the times. 

ALCIDS 
Bryant (1857) gives an interesting report of Atlantic Puffins, Common Murres, 

and Razorbills breeding on Gannet Rock and Green Island, near Yarmouth. 



Some members will have read in 
the newspapers about this 
penquin that came to Halifax as 
a pet on a Japanese fishing 
vessel. It is identifiable as 
a King Penguin, which breeds on 
several subantarctic islands. 
(Photo by George Fullerton) 

Although not entirely distinguish
able from the Solitary Vireo on this 
photo, the yellow "spectacles" of 
the bird on Richard Stern's slide 
reveal it to be a much more excit
ing immature White-eyed Vireo, 
Brier Island, 1984. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE; The following article is reprinted with permission, 
from Conservation, Vol. 8, No. 3, Fall 1984. Fred 
Payne is the waterfowl biologist for the Department 
of Lands and Forests. 

BLACK DUCK STATUS 

by 
Fred P~yne 

The Humane Society of the United States, the Maine Audubon 
Society and John W. Grandy, who belongs to both organizations, 
charged that regulations of the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service regarding black duck harvest were not in accordance with law 
under the International Migratory Bird Treaty Act between the United 
States and Canada. They believed hunting must be prohibited in order 
to save the species. Interpreting data collected by the USFWS and 
state wildlife agencies, wildlife biologist John Grandy presented a 
46 page affidavit attributing a black duck population decline, with 
the possible exception of the Maritime (Atlantic)· Provinces, to 
excessive hunting. 

I have been asked to express my opinion on the status of black 
ducks in this province and to explain the situation as best I can in 
view of the controversy, reduction in bag limits in the United States 
and those proposed for Canada. Until this spring, coordinated region
al breeding or wintering population surveys were not being carried out 
in the Atlantic Region and therefore bits and pieces of information 
must be used to form judgements. 

OVERHARVEST ( *l.) 

In Nova Scotia more black ducks were harvested in the 1983-84 
hunting season (see N.S. Conservation, Summer 1984) than had ever 
been harvested before. Harvests were above the 5 year average level 
in the Valley, in Cumberland-Colchester and in Halifax-Guysborough. 
Harvests were below the average in southwestern Nova Scotia. Antigon
ish County showed no change in harvest level from the previous 5 
year mean. 

In the spring of 1984, the Department of Lands and Forests 
conducted helicopter surveys to determine black duck production. 
They showed an increase in black duck production in southwestern 
Nova Scotia and a decrease in the Annapolis Valley and Halifax-Guys
borough. A dramatic decrease was also indicated for the border area 
in Cumberland County. So, for the first time and at the highest 
harvest levels ever recorded, a correlation can be drawn between 
harvest and production in Nova Scotia. 

Another indication of the importance of harvest and protection 
from harvest, is suggested around the Martinique Beach Sanctuary. The 
coastal marshes (less than 40 miles east of Halifax-Dartmouth), have 
maintained a relatively constant black duck production level for 
twenty years. This area is probably subjected to the heaviest hunt
ing pressure in Nova Scotia except for the Sanctuary itself. It 
appears to me that the Sanctuary is effective in protecting local 
coastal breeding populations. 

(*1.) Author's footnote: Although overharvest of individual marshes 
or groups of marshes undoubtedly occurs, the relationship 
between harvest and breeding population is not as well con
firmed as is indicated in this article. 
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WATER LEVEL FLUCTUATIONS 

In an analysis of black duck habitat we determined that the 
most important factor contributing to whether or not a freshwater wet
land staged more than one brood of black ducks, was the stability of 
the water level. The only explanation I can give for some rather 
drastic regional decreases in black ducks in the province is extreme 
flooding during early May, when the majority of black duck females 
are on the nest. Although flooding is not an abnormal situation in 
the black duck range, where water levels regularly fluctuate more 
than a metre, it seldom effects large regions of the range during 
any year. Therefore, the impact of flooding on waterfowl in the 
east may be as disastrous as drought in the prairies, except that it 
occurs most years but on a limited rather than extensive basis. 

HYBRIDIZATION 

The suggestion that black duck populations are declining in the 
southern and western portion of their breeding range due to hybrid
ization with and displacement by the mallard, appears valid. There 
has been no discernible decline in the total number of large ducks 
(mallards and blacks combined) in southern Ontario, but black duck 
breeding populations have declined quite drastically. Mallards are 
simply out-competing and replacing blacks in the area. 

Here in the east, at the time when mallard introductions were in 
vogue, the lack of mallard breeding success was attributed to a 
susceptibility of the mallard to a blood parasite carried by black 
flies. The black duck evolved and resists this natural population 
control agent. 

In more recent years, the mallard, largely without intentional 
and organized release programs, has seriously encroached into black 
duck and black fly range. This eastern movement could be a natural 
evolution and as uncontrollable as was the eastern movement of the 
ring-necked duck in the 1940's. Or the influx of mallards might 
plausibly be correlated with fertility, both natural and man-induced. 
The mallard seems better equipped to live close to man and his agri
cultural and domestic activities. 

WINTER HABITAT LOSS 

The continental decline in black duck wintering population has 
been correlated with a decline in black duck wintering habitat in the 
United States. There is no question that in some years black duck 
wintering flocks are limited in the United States by lack of winter 
food. When thousands of birds starve during some severe winters, 
because ice covers their feeding areas, it would not appear advisable 
to reduce harvest levels so as to encourage a geometric increase in 
starvation. As with communicable disease, higher proportions of the 
population are affected when populations are dense. In fact, reduc
ing harvest in these situations might reduce the population. 

In Nova Scotia we have not had a significant decline in black 
duck wintering habitat in the last twenty years and we have not wit
nessed a significant decline in the numbers of black ducks wintering 
in the province. In other words, we have no data to substantiate or 
refute the contention that wintering habitat is limiting black duck 
populations on a flyway basis. 
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ACID RAIN (*2.) 

Acid rain may be reducing the production of food for waterfowl 
which in turn may reduce black duck productivity. We sometimes become 
so involved with the complexities of habitat interspersion, juxta
position and type, that we forget the fundamentals. As suggested 
earlier, nutrient input into relatively sterile eastern wetlands may 
make them more acceptable to mallards, as well as to other species 
which we more closely associate with western (nutrient-rich) wetlands. 
The biack duck is the oniy ground-nesting dabbling duck which evolved 
and survives the infertility and fluctuating water levels found in the 
interior of Nova Scotia. Compared to more fertile areas in the 
province, or those artificially enriched by man, Nova Scotia's low 
breeding population densities suggest our habitats are marginal to 
black ducks as well as being submarginal to mallards, green-winged 
teal, pintails, widgeon, and others. 

One might speculate that black duck habitat is being threatened 
by acidication at one extreme and increased fertility (favouring the 
mallard) at the other. 

BREEDING HABITAT 

The decrease in breeding habitat resulting from agricultural 
drainage of freshwater marshes, is cited as having a negative impact 
on black duck breeding populations. There is no question that when 
a marsh is drained less habitat is available. 

On the other hand, in Nova Scotia, 16,000 acres of excellent marsh 
ha:itat have been developed by Ducks Unlimited and water levels have 
also been stabilized on more than 400 farm ponds. Our data strongly 
suggests that the wetlands which produce the most broods per acre are 
t'hose which are influenced by human activity (stabilized water levels, 
flooded upland and/or fertilized in one way or another). We have art
ificially introduced nutrients and increased waterfowl production. It 
appears to me, that the impact of freshwater marsh drainage in Nova 
Scotia has at least been compensated by intentional management and 
indirect effects of man's use of the land. 

SUMMARY 

The conclusion that I have reached after twenty years of associat
ion with the blacks is that there are different limiting factors affect
ing black duck population segments. in different marshes and in dif
ferent parts of the black duck range. Some populations will sustain 
higher harvest ieveis than others. But to attain optimum use of the 
biack duck resource, more precise measures of popuiations and a better 
understanding of the different limiting factors are necessary. 

John Grandy has done hunters and people interested in wildlife 
resources a service by forcibly calling to evervone's attention that 
past data collection schemes have not been precise enough to properly 
evaluate the reasons for changes in black population levels. 

(* 2.) Author's footnote:Interior of Nova Scotia refers to unbuffered 
or unfertilized wetiands on the Halifax-Gibraitar soii type. 
Obviously Nova Scotia produces a wide varietr of wetland re
lated birds particularly on the more fertile managed marshes 
in the Amherst and other agricultural areas. 
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In the spring of 1983, the Canadian Wildlife Service first con
ducted randomized black duck brood surveys in Nova Scotia. When 
data from these are combined with current and past brood surveys 
conducted by the Department of Lands and Forests, we will have a good 
data base by which to evaluate harvest regulation changes, the import
ance of mallard encroachment and many other biological concerns not 
directly related to the black duck. 

~hotographs by Tony Duke 
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This loon, hanging about the Dartmouth Ferry terminal on February 10, 

had observers baffled. At a distance its dark cap, level head 

carriage and straightish bill, together with the white flank patches 

(which British birders are now promoting as a field mark), seemed to 

signal the rare Arctic Loon to SJF,IAM and ELM. Although it did not 

look quite "right", they put it on the rare bird alert. Roger Foxall, 

scrutinized it late in the day and concluded that it was a Red

throated Loon, from its diagnostic white spotting and V-shaped 

marks on the back--not the pale feather margins of a first-year 

Arctic Loon. Yet, the bird remains puzzling, and the possibility of 

hybtid is being tested through consultation with experts.( Photo by 

Ian McLaren.) 
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JACKDAW UPDATE 

Ian McLaren 

Some of you will have read in out-of-province newspapers or heard 
on the C.B.C., that Jackdaws have become big news. About 50 (or, 
variously, down to 30) of these birds were discovered in a reasonably 
coherent flock at Port Cartier, on Quebec's North Shore, in December. 
There have been statements that these birds arrived (one report said 
"nesting"!) en masse in the hold of a ship, but this appears to be 
mere inference. Others think that they could be the ma.in contingent 
of birds that appeared (on their own?) last spring in St. Pierre, 
Nova Scotia, and Rhode Island. Assisted or not, Jackdaws seem to be 
making some kind of "push" on North America. This has posed a dilemma 
for Quebec wildlife authorities. Noting that Jackdaws are aggressive, 
competitive, and somewhat predatory on small birds and eggs, and con
sidering the history of the Rock Dove, European Starling and House 
Sparrow in North America, the authorities have decided to eliminate 
the birds. They had trapped some by mid-February, and shooting and 
poisoning was being contemplated. Naturally this has generated some 
controversy. We hope that we can keep our lone Halifax Jackdaw around 
as a curiousity; surely it poses no threat! 

COLLECTIVE NOUNS 

We have heard of a 'murmurati on of starlings' and a 'charm of 
goldfinches'--very ancient and accurate. How about making up a few? 

We'd ltke to have some more, so write them up and send them in c/o 
the Editor. Here are some to start with: 

--A FIRESIDE OF CHATS 

--A LABYRINTH OF TERNS 

--A HATCH OF BOOBIES 

--A LONGHOUSE OF OLDSQUAW 

--A ROLL OF WHITE SWANS 

--A RHUMBA OF WAGTAILS 
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BIRDS SEEN IN NOVA SCOTIA, 
SHOWN ON POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE AMERICAS AND 
ISLANDS AND COUNTRIES OF THE ATLANTIC OCEAN 

By James Taylor 

While looking over the check lists and issues of Nova Scotia 
Birds a thought crossed my mind. Where exactly do all these birds 
come from each spring or migrate to each winter? How many of these 
birds could be seen in other countries, by other birdwatchers? One 
clue would be those birds Bhown on postage stamps. I went to the 
library and got out a stack of Scott's Catalogues and went through all 
the countries of the Americas and the various islands and nations that 
border the Atlantic, looking for stamps showing birds. The list is 
impressive. 

I could have recorded all the years of issue and the catalogue 
numbers but I felt ·it would be sufficient to make a list to show my 
findings. Perhaps a good place to start is with our good neighbours 
to the south--the United States of America. 

The national bird of the United Sta~es is the Bald Eagle, easily 
seen here--infact, several have been shipped there in past years due 
to a decline in their numbers. Naturally this bird is found on 
several U.S.A. postage stamps. Others are the Great Egret, Wood Duck, 
Yellow-shafted Flicker, Herring Gull, Cardinal, Mallard, Canada Goose, 
Blue Jay, Barred Owl, Great Horned OWl, Saw Whet OWl and Great Grey 
OWl. Also appearing is a familiar summer resident that at times 
stays over the winter--the Great Blue Heron. Others are the Ruffed 
Grouse, Mockingbird, Robin, Brown Thrasher, American Goldfinch, 
Western Meadowlark (no Eastern), Brown Pelican, Black-capped Chickadee, 
Northern Orio1e, Common Loon, Eastern B1uebird, Purp1e Finch, Scissor
tailed Flycatcher, Ring-necked Pheasant and Hermit Thrush. Many of 
these are shown on a sheet of 50 stamps of birds and flowers that have 
been made official by the various states. 

As the birds move down into Mexico and Central America, the 
stamps tend to show many of their own birds rather than visitors, but 
Panama gives us the Belted Kingfisher., and Uruguay, the Great Horned 
owl and Snowy Egret. 

The Islands of the West Indies are the best places to see some of 
our birds in winter and some of the birds which occasionally stray to 
our area our nearest is1and is Bermuda with the White-tai1ed Tropic
bird Ea~tern Bluebird, the Cardinal and White-eyed Vireo. The Bahamas 
also' show the White-tailed Tropicbird. Cuba shows the Wood Duck, 
Herring Gull, common Merganser, Great White Heron and Great Blue Heron. 



63 

Barbados has the Magnificant Frigate Bird, Belted Kingfisher, 
the Cattle Egret, Black-bellied Plover (they call it Black Breast) 
and the American Redstart--their Christmas Bird. 

Cayman Islands, another excellent vacation spot that the birds 
have better sense to visit than most of us, has the Yellow-shafted 
Flicker, the Yellow Warbler, Magnificant Frigate Bird, the Tricoloured 
Heron, Black-crowned Night Heron, the Snowy Egret and Belted 
Kingfisher. 

The British Virgin Islands have postage stmaps depicting the 
Brown Pelican, Magnificant Frigate Bird and the White-tailed Tropic
bird. 

Grenada has the Prairie Warbler, Wilson's Petrel, Killdeer, 
Broad Winged Hawk and Black-headed Gulls. 

Dominica shows Mourning Doves, Green Herons and Broad-winged 
Hawk. 

Anguilla has Yellow-crowned Night Herons and the American Kestrel. 

St. Lucia--now there's a nice place to spend the winter--shows 
Little Blue Heron, Belted Kingfisher, Kestrel, Common Gallinule, 
Red-billed Tropicbird and the famous fisherman--the Osprey. 

St. Vincent has the House Wren, Green Heron, Barn Owl, Royal Tern, 
Brown Pelican and Magnificant Frigatebird. The Grenadine have the 
Osprey, House Wren, Cattle Egret, Royal Tern, Purple Gallinule, Broad
winged Hawk and the Laughing Gull. 

Montserrat has a nice variety of birds that are commonly seen here 
and some of the rare finds. The Kestrel, Magnificant Frigatebird, 
Great Egret, Brown Pelican, Little Blue Heron, Cattle Egret, Common 
Gallinule, Laughing Gull, Glossy Ibis, Green Heron, Belted Kingfisher 
and Black-crowned Night Heron. The nation of Haiti shows the Mallard. 

Slipping around the Atlantic Ocean to some islands nearer our 
shores, one finds the postage stamps of St. Pierre and Miquelon, with 
Eiders, Blue-wing Teal, Oldsquaw, Puffins, Snowy owl, and Common 
Murres. 

Iceland boasts Eiders, Gyrfalcon, Common Loon 1 Harlequin Duck, 
Golden Plover and the Raven. 

The Faroe Islands show Common Snipe, Whimbrel, Puffins, Gannets 
and Guillemots. 

Great Britain has the Black-headed Gull. 



64 

Alderney has the Herring Gull, Ruddy Turnstone, Dctnlin and 
Eurasian Curlew. 

The Isle of Man shows a wide variety. There are Manx Shearwater, 
Fulmar, Peregine Falcon, Puffins, Gannets, Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
Cormorants, Kittiwakes, Great Blue Herons, Herring Gull, Razorbills, 
Great Black-backed Gulls, Arctic Terns, and Guillemots. 

On Jersey there are Common Tern, Storm Petrel and Brant. 

Going farther down to the South Atlantic, the Island of Ascension 
has the Black and Sooty Terns, and Tristan Da Cunhas, the Greater 
Shearwater. 

Perhaps to finish this article, it would be proper to list the 
stamps that Canada has issued showing the images of birds that can be 
seen in Nova Scotia. One finds the Common Loon, White-throated 
Sparrow, Grey Jay, Ipswich Sparrow, Hermit Thrush, Raven, Canada Goose, 
Gannet and Peregine Falcon. 

P.S. The other day my daughter gave me a 
stamp from China, issued in the fall of 1984. 
It shows 4 Tundra Swans-Cygnus Columbianus. 
Wouldn't it be nice to just suppose these are 

the same 4 that wandered to Bissett Lake, just outside Dartmouth, in 
the fall of 1983? 
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CHRISTMAS COUNTS 1984-85 

1. Advocate 
2. Amherst 
3. Antigonish 
4. Bridgetown 
5. Brier Island 
6. Broad Cove 
7. Cape Breton Highlands 
8. Cheticamp 
9. Economy 

10. Glace Bay 
11. Halifax East 
12. Halifax West 
13. Hazel Hill--Canso 
14. Kejimkujik 
15. Kingston 
16. Margaree 
17. Middle Musquodoboit 
18. Northport 
19. Port Hebert 
20. Pubnico 
21. Shubenacadie 
22. Smith's Cove 
23. Springville 
24. The Sydneys 
25. Yarmouth 
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ii/OVA SCUTL, CH1US'l'l,1AS BIRD COUN'.1.'S 

It is unfortunate that at the time this article has to be written 
to meet publishing deadlines, all counts are not in. I wish all count 
compilers would respect the deadline date at the bottom of their count 
forms, 

~·his year 25 counts reported a total of 135 species plus 1 
additional race seen within the province, certainly not much of a gain 
over last year, and below our record high total of 142 species. 
Only 12 species of birds were reported on more than 20 counts, and only 
2 species, Crow and Blue Jay, were recorded on all 25 counts, If one 
looks at the high number of warblers and the unusuai species recorded 
this year, one might be able to draw the conclusion that 1984 was 
indeed a very unusual year, 

ADVOC,cTE, Dec, 15; 7:00AM to 6PM, Wind light, 'l'emp, -12C, Jo'resh 
water partly frozen, 4 observers in J parties. Total pc:_rty hours 2J 
(14 on foot, 9 by car}, Total party miles 55 (10 on foot, 45 by car). 

Com, Loon 2; Red-necked Grebe 2; Great Cormorant l; Great Blue 
Heron~; Canada Goose 85; Green-winged Teal 5; Am, Black Duck 266; 
Mallard 5; Bufflehead 10; Com, Merganser l; Red~ breasted !Vierganser 8; 
Red-tailed Hawk J; Purple Sandpiper 41; Herring Gull llJ; Iceland Gull 
J; Gt, Bl.-backed Gull J; Barred Owl l; Downy Woodpecked 4; Hairy 
Woodpecker J; T'ileated Woodpecker l; Gray Jay 5; Blue Jay 15; Am, Crow 
81; Com. Raven 25; Bl,-capped Chickadee 53; Boreal Chickadee 9; Red
bre3.sted Nuthatch 10; Brown Creeper 2; Golden-crowned Kinglet JO; Am, 
Robin l; European Starling 55; Yellow-rumped Warbler l; Am, Tree Spar
row 19; Song Sparrow 2; Swamp Sparrow l: Dark-eyed Junco 56; Snow 
Bunting 40; Red-winged Blackbird 2; Com. Gr;.;ckle 11; l'ine Grosbeak 2; 
Red Crossbill J; White-winged Crossbill ill; PineSiskin 60; Am, Gold
finch 19; Evening Grosbeak l; House Sparrow 50, 

Total 46 species, about 1285 individuals, Mark Elderkin, l.ance 
Laviolette (compiler), Edgar Spalding, Francis Spalding, 

AMHERST, Dec, 20; 7:45AM to 5:20PM, Overcast, Wind NW 5-lOKph, Temp, 
-1 to OC. Only lakes and ponds frozen, 15 observers in 7-11 parties, 
Total party hours 68¼ (44 on foot, 24¼ by car), Total party miles 316.5 
(46,5 on foot, 270 by car). 

Red-necked Grebe 2; Canada Goose l; Am, Black Duck 129; Mallard l; 
Com, Goldeneye 5; Com. tlerganser 67; Red-br, lvierganser 10; Bald Eagle 
2a, 2 imm,; Northern Harrier 6; Sharp-shinned Hawk l; Red-tailed Hawk 
l; Hough-legged Hawk 18; Ring-necked Pheasant 11; Ruffed Grouse J; 
Herring Gull 649; Icelad Gull l; Gt. Black-backed Gull 267; Rock Dove 
409; t.1ourning Dove 2; Gt. Horned Owl 1; Downy Woodpecker lJ; Hairy 
Woodpecker 6; Pileated Woodpecker l; woodpecker sp. l; Horned Lark 154; 
Gray Jay 5; Blue Jay 59; Com, Crow 162; Com. Raven 87; Bl,-capped 
Chickadee 188; Boreal Chickadee J9; Red-br, Nuthatch J; White-br. Nut
hatch 5; Brown Creeper l; !Viockingbird l; Arn, ifobin 2; Golden-crowned 
Kinglet JO; No1·thern Shrike 2; European Starling 15L,9; 'l'ree Sparrow 
100; Savannah Sparrow 7; Song Sparrow 6; Swamp Sparrow 7; Lapland 
Longspur 67; Snow Bunting 738; Red-winged Blackbird 1; :fosty Blackbird 
l; Com. Grackle 1; Brown-headed Cowbird 6J; Pine Grosbeak 8; White
winged Crossbill 104; Corn, Redpoll 44; i1.m, Goldfinch 16; Evening Gros
beak 369; House Sparrow 969, 

Total 54 species, about 6398 individuals, ?aul Bogaard, Evelyn 
Coates, Brian Dalzell, Alan Hanson, Hinrich Harries, Ron Hounsell, 
Etta Hudgins, Colin & Nancy Mac Kinnon, Dora l\',yers, Al. !,fui th, Edgar 
Spalding, Franci.s Spalding, Stuart Tingley (com1Jiler), Rob Walker, 

ANTIGONISH, Dec, 29; 8,lM to 4:45PM, Overcast with light fog AM, 
overcast PM. No wind. Temc>, 4c,.; Fresh water frozen. 10 observers 
in 2 narties, 6 at feeding stations, Total party hours 8½ (2½ on foot, 
6 by car), 
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Com. Loon 7; Horned Grebe 3; Gt. Cormorant 33; Great Blue Heron 
l; Canada Goose 727; Am. Black Duck 489; Greater Scaup 15; Oldsquaw 2; 
Com. Goldeneye 471; Bufflehead 2; Com. Merganser 122; Red-breasted 
Merganser 11); Bald Eagle 5a, 5 imm.; Red-tailed Hawk l; Com. Bl.
headed Gull 8; Ring-billed Gull J; Herring Gull 1048; Gt, Bl.-backed 
Gull 140; Rock Dove 29; Belted Kingfisher 2; Downy Woodpecker l; 
Pileated Woodpecker 2; Horned Lark l; Blue Jay 27; Am. Crow 164; Com. 
Raven 52; Bl.-capped Chickadee 22; Golden-crowned Kinglet 5; Northern 
Mocking,bird l; Northern Shrike l; European Starling 359; Am. Tree 
Sparrow 29; Chipping Sparrow 3; Song Sparrow 3; Dark-eyed Junco 3; 
Snow Bunting l; Com. Grackle l; Br.-headed Cowbird 10; Evening Gros
beak 26, House Sparrow, 91. 

Total 40 species, about 4028 individuals. Beck family, Roland 
Chiasson (compiler), Dunphy family, Chris Enriques, Stephen Flemming, 
Patricia Flory, Gorman family, C.R. Jewkes, John Meehan, Mrs. Sers. 

BRIDGETOWN, Dec. 22; 10:30AM to 4PM. Overcast with intermittent heavy 
rain, snow/rain, and freezing rain AM. Overcast with intermittent fog 
PM. Wind gale-force AM, and brisk PM. Temp. 0-3C, Fresh water part
ly frozen. 23 observers in 5 parties, 9 at feeding stations. Total 
party hours 22.5 (5 on foot, 17.5 by car). Total party miles 164 (20 
on foot, 144 by car). 

Com. Loon 6; Horned Grebe 10; Canada Goose 10; Am. Black Duck l; 
Com. Eider 51 Oldsquaw 6; Black Scoter 20; White-winged Sooter 15; Com. 
Merganser 8; Red-breasted Merganser 2; Northern Harrier l; Northern 
Goshawk l; Red-tailed Hawk 2; Rough-legged Hawk 2; Am. Kestrel 2; Ring
necked Pheasant 9; Spruce Grouse 2; Ruffed Grouse 8; Herring Gull 159; 
Gt. Black-backed Gull 21; Rock Dove 79; Downy Woodpecker 4; Hairy 
Woodpecker 8; Blue Jay 76; Am. Crow 142; Com. Raven 7; Bl,-capped 
Chickadee 257; Boreal Chickadee 3; Red-breasted Nuthatch 4; White
breasted Nuthatch 2; Brown Creeper l; Golden-crowned Kinglet 3; Ruby
crowned Kinglet 3; Am, Robin 3; European Starling 425; Am, Tree 
Sparrow 6; Chipping Sparrow l; Vesper Sparrow 11 Song Sparrow l; Dark
eyed Junco 8; Com, Grackle 2; Br.-headed Cowbird 66; Am. Goldfinch 8; 
Evening Grosbeak 129; House Sparrow 188. 

Total 45 species, about 1717 individuals. (CP: Northern Shrike, 
Pileated Woodpecker, White-throated Sparrow, Barred Owl), Don Bowlby, 
Helen Clark, Jim Doig, Eileen Frost, Calder Fraser, Mike Hamilton, 
Terry Hyson, Don Keddie, Joan Keddie, Audrey Kennedy, Heather Maher, 
Wilfred Marshall, Edith Morris, Eric Morris Bill Morse, Jean Morse 
(compiler), Eric Porter, Mary Porter, Alan Slauenwhite, Eileen Slauen
white, Liz Stern, Richard Stern, Stewart Whitman. 

BRIER ISLAND, Dec, 18; 7:15AM to 4:45PM, Overcast. Wind S, 0-15kph. 
Temp. 5 to 5.5c. Fresh water open. 7 observers in 4 parties, 1 at 
feeding stations. Total party hours 19¼ (16 on foot, 31 by car). 
Total party miles 49 (16 on foot, 33 by car). 

Red-throated Loon 6; Com. Loon 39; Horned Grebe 5; Red-necked 
Grebe 30; N. Gannet 9; Great Cormorant 140; Great Blue Heron l; Canada 
Goose 2; Am. Black Duck 18; Com. Eider 271; Oldsquaw 168; Black Scoter 
6; Surf Scoter 3; Com, Goldeneye 7; Red-breasted Merganser 112; Purple 
Sandpiper 22; Com. Bl,-headed Gull l; Herring Gull 451; Glaucous Gull 
2; Gt. Bl.- ,bac.ked Gull 254; BL-legged Kittiwake 171; alcid sp. 97; 
Dovekie l; Black Guillemot 92; Thick-billed Murre l; Hairy Woodpecker 
2• Northern Flicker l; Horned Lark 4; Blue Jay 15; Am. Crow 80; Com. 
R~ven 22; BL-capped Chickadee 51 Boreal Chickadee l; Golden-crowned 
Kinglet 16; Am. Robin 2; European Starling 63; Am, Tree Sparrow 2; Song 
Sparrow 7; White-throated Sparrow l; Dark-eyed Junco 20; Snow Bunting 
l; Red-winged Blackbird 9; Com. Grackle 12; Purple Finch 22; White
winged Crossbill 358; Pine Siskin l; Am, Goldfinch 98; Evening Grosbeak 
51; House Sparrow 12, 

Total 49 species, about 2714 individuals. Sherman Boates, Cyril 
Coldwell, Anne Mills, Eric Mills (compiler), Peter !VlacDona_ld, Peter 
Smith, Jim Wolford, · 
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BROAD COVE, Dec. 29; 7:30 AM to 5PM, Overcast with fog, Wind SEO to 
3kph. Temp. 2 to 9c, Fresh water mostly frozen, 20 observers in 11 
to 15 parties. Total party hours 80 (62 on foot, 18 by car). Total 
party miles 267 (88 on foot, 179 by car). 

Red-throated Loon l; Com. Loon 52; Horned Grebe 64; Red-necked 
Grebe 6; Great Cormorant 29; Great Blue Heron 3; Canada Goose 24; Am. 
Black Duck 159; Mallard 35; Northern Pintail 13; Am, Wigeon l; Com. 
Eider 250; Oldsquaw 72; Black Seater 102; Surf S~oter 55; White
winged Seater 80; Com. Goldeneye 176; Barrow's Goldeneye l; Hooded 
Merganser l; Com. Merganser 66; Red-breasted Merganser 93; Northern 
Harrier 2; Sharp-shinned Hawk l; Red-tailed Hawk l; Merlin l; Ruffed 
Grouse 17; Black-bellied Plover 10; Red Knot l; Purple Sandpiper l; 
Dunlin 12; Ring-billed Gull 9; Herring Gull 1060; Glaucous Gull l; Gt. 
Bl,-backed Gull 201; Forster's Tern l; Black Guillemot l; Rock Dove 26; 
Mourning Dove 59; Belted Kingfisher 2; Downy Woodpecker 2; Northern 
Flicker 4; Pileated Woodpecker 2; Horned Lark 17; Gray Jay 10; Blue Jay 
16J; Am. Crow JJ6; Com. Raven 26; Bl,-capped Chickadee 235; Boreal 
Chickadee 88; Red-breasted Nuthatch 139; White-breasted Nuthatch l; 
Brown Creeper l; Marsh Wren l; Golden-crowned Kinglet 169; Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet l; Am, Robin 3; Cedar Waxwing 2; Northern Shrike 3; European 
Starling 1311; vireo sp. l; Yellow-rumped Warbler 56; Palm Warbler 3; 
Com, Yellowthroat l; Am. Tree Sparrow 23; Savannah Sparrow 6; Savannah 
(Ipswich) Sparrow 4; Song Sparrow 63; Swamp Sparrow 2; White-throated 
Sparrow 42; Dark-eyed Junco 343; Iapland Longspur 16; Snow Bunting 70; 
Red-winged Blackbird 2; E, Meadowlark l; Com, Grackle 2; Brown-headed 
Cowbird 459; Pine Grosbeak 62; Purple Finch 79; Red Crossbill 55; White
winged Crossbill 387; Pine Siskin 49; Am. Goldfine~ 564; Evening Gros
beak 320; House Sparrow 390, 

Total 83 species plus 1 additional race, about 8203 indivlilals. 
(CP: Greater Scaup, Bufflehead, Water Pipit). Bill Caudle, John, Lise 
& Shirley Cohrs, Eric Cooke, Ben Doane, Tom Elwood, Sylvia Fullerton 
(compiler), Anne & Erick Greene, Barbara Hinds, Fulton Lavender, Ian & 
James McLaren, Chris Naugler, Don & Joyce Purchase, Ruth Ramie, Nellie 
Snyder, Elizabeth Thorpe. 

CAPE BRETON HIGHLANDS, Dec, Jl; 8AM to 5PM, Partly cloudy with light 
snow AM, Partly cloudy PM. Wind NE 5kmh. Temp, -6 to -lOC. Fresh 
water frozen, 22 observers in 12 parties, 7 at feeding stations. 
Total party hours J4 (14 on foot, 11 by car, 9 at feeder), Total party 
miles 128Km (30 on foot, 98 by car). 

Northern Gannet 20; Great Cormorant 2; Arn. Black Duck 36; Greater 
Sea up 1; Oldsquaw 62; Com, Goldeneye 13]; Bufflehe:A 12; Con,. l\ergc,nser 
Lf6; Red-breasted nergrmser 14; Bald Eagle 1; Ruffed Grouse 9; Purple 
Sandpiper 16; Herring Gull 204; Iceland Gull 200; Glaucous Gull l; Gt. 
BL-backed Gull 119; Dovekie 3; Black Guillemot l; Downy Woodpecker l; 
Hairy Woodpecker 2; BL-backed \Yoodpecker l; Northern Flicker l; Gray 
Jay 7; Blue Jay 45; Am. Crow 86; Com, Raven 12; BL-capped Chickadee 
21; Boreal Chickadee 5; Red-breasted Nuthatch 3; Golden-crowned Kinglet 
J; Am, Robin J; European Starling 57; Dickcissel l; Song Sparrow l; 
Snow Bunting J; Com. Grackle 10; Pine Grosbeak l; Evening Grosbeak 5; 
House Sparrow 58, 

Total 39 species, about 1164 individuals. Dave Algar, Rosemary 
Algar, Albert Bird, Kenneth Buffett, Leslie Buffett, Dorothea Cox, Jeri 
Doucette, Pamela Doyle (compiler), Bill Fisher, Al,Gibbs, Wendy Gibbs, 
Chris Gorey, Chrystal Hussey, George N. Hussey, Jeanette Jackson, Bob 
Janes, Allen Reynolds, Paula Reynolds, Sonia 1~eynolds, Tim Reynolds, 
Phillip Warren, Ross Ingraham. 

CHETICAMP, Dec, 16; 8AM to 4:30PM. Overcast, Wind NW 70kmh. Temp. 
-8 to lOC. Fresh water uartly frozen, 9 observers in 6 parties. Total 
oarty hours 22.5 (8 on foot, 14,5 by car), Total party miles 1J9,5Km, 
(19,5 on foot, 120 by car). 

Great Cormorant 3; Canada Goose J; Am, Black Duck 42; Com. Golden
eye 50; Bald Eagle 2; Spruce Grouse l; Herring Gull 412; Iceland Gull 
34; Glaucous Gull l; Gt. BL-backed Gull 279; Gray Jay 2; Blue Jay 8; 
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Am. Crow 188; Com, Raven JJ; Bl.-capped Chickadee 5; Boreal Chickadee 
4; European Starling 50; Snow Bunting JO; Evening Grosbeak 12, 

Total 19 species, about 1159 individuals. Rejean Aucoin, ,1.ene 
Aucoin, Gervais Cormier, Jean-1'aul Le Blanc, Mary-Agnes Le Blanc, Daisy 
Savoy, Mac Savoy (compiler), Pearlene Muise, Murray Petersen. 

ECONOMY, Dec. 22; 8AM to 5PM. Overcast with intermittent snow/rain AM, 
Overcast PM, Wind ESE 5-25kmh. Temp. -4 to lC. Fresh water open, 
6 observers in 5 parties, 8 at feeding stations. Total party hours 
42 J/4 (J6¾ on foot, 6½ by car), Total party miles 99½ (J6½ on foot, 
6J by car). 

Am, Black Duck 518; Mallard J; Com, Eider l; Oldsquaw 35; Black 
Scoter 2; Surf Scoter 8; White-winged Scoter 27; Com, Goldeneye 7; 
Bufflehead 22; Com. Merganser JJ; Red-breasted fl'ierganser 2; Bald Eagle 
Za,; Sharp-shinned Hawk l; Red-tailed Hawk l; Gray Partridge 5; Ruffed 
Grouse 51 Purple Sandpiper 40; Ring-billed Gull 3: Herring Gull 386: 
Iceland Gull l; Gt. Bl.-backed Gull 14; Rock Dove 1J6; Downy Woodpecker 
5; Hairy Woodpecker 5; Gray Jay J; Blue Jay 55; Am. Crow 162; Com. 
Raven 100; Bl.-capped Chickadee 189; Boreal Chickadee 42; Red-breasted 
Nuthatch 9; White-breasted Nuthatch l; Brown Creeper 2; Golden-crowned 
Kinglet 84; Am. Robin l; Northern Shrike l; European Starling 766; 
Orange-crowned Warbler l; Palm Warbler l; Am •. Tree Sparrow 17; Chipping 
Snarrow £; Song Sparrow 4; White-throated Sparrow 7; Dark-eyed Junco 
62; Snow Bunting 5J; Br.-headed Cowbird 126; Pine Grosbeak 2; White
winged Crossbill 51; Am, Goldfinch l; Evening Grosbeak 4J; House Spar
row JOJ. 

Total 51 species, about JJ50 individuals, (CP: Northern Goshawk), 
Brian Dalzell, Annette Keoning, Les Rutherford, Edgar Spalding, Francis 
Spalding (compiler), Stuart Tingley, 

GLACE BAY, Dec, 26; 8AM to JPM. Overcast AM, Overcast with moderate 
snow PM. Wind calm to 20kmh, Temp, -llC. Fresh water frozen. 4 ob
servers in 2 parties, J at feeding stations, 

Great Cormorant l; Am, Black Duck J4; Oldsquaw 4; Com, Goldeneye 
10; Bufflehead J; Com, Bl,-headed Gull 2; Herring Gull 76; Iceland Gull 
68; Gt. Bl.-backed Gull Jl; Rock Dove 8; Hairy Woodpecker l; Blue Jay 4; 
Am, Crow 45; Bl,-capped Chickadee 12; European Starling 180; Am, Tree 
Sparrow l; Am. Goldfinch 4; Evening Grosbeak J5; House Sparrow 86, 

Total 19 species, about 605 individuals. (CP: I,lockingbird, 1,m, 
Robin, Northern (Baltimore) Oriole, Field Snarrow, Purµle Finch). 
George Crowell, Joy Gates, Sara MacLean (compiler), Jeanne McNicol. 

HALIFAX K,ST, Dec, 2J; 7:JO/.\J,1 to 5l'M, Temp, 39 to J6F. Wind W 12 to 
20mph, Fresh water open, Wild food crop excellent, J6 observers in 
18 parties, Total party hours 127 (74 on foot, 4J by car), Total 
party miles 460 (12J on foot, JJ7 by car). 

Red-throated Loon 5; Com, Loon 109; Horned Grebe 5; !\ed-necked 
Grebe 14; Great Cormorant 4; Double-crested Cormorant l; Great Blue 
Heron 2; Canada Goose 6063; Am, Black Duck J84; l\iallard J; Greater Scaup 
11; Com, Eider 64; Harlequin Duck l; Oldsquaw 16J; Black Scoter 29; 
Surf Scoter l; White-winged Scoter J9; Com, Goldeneye 44; Bufflehead 55; 
Com, Merganser JO; Red-breasted Merganser 144; Bald Eagle 4; Northern 
Harrier 2; Sharp-shinned Hawk 2; Red-tailed Hawk 5; Kough-legged Hawk J; 
Am, Kestrel l; Tllerlin J; Ring-necked Pheasant l; Ruffed Grouse 9; Black
bellied Plover 2; Purple Sandpiper 2; Dunlin J; Com, Snipe 2; Com, Bl.
headed Gull 54; Bonaparte's Gull J; Ring-billed Gull 154; Herring Gull 
2456; Iceland Gull 26; Glaucous Gull l; Gt. BL-backed Gull 169; Thick
billed Murre 2; Black Guillemot 6; Rock Dove 56; Mourning Dove J2; 
Belted Kingfisher 4; Downy Woodpecker 6; Hairy Woodpecker 8; Northern 
Flicker 1; Horned Lark JO; Gray Jay 1; Blue Jay 95; Am, Crow 549; Com, 
Raven 58; Bl,-capped Chickadee 555; Boreal Chickadee 126; Red-breasted 
Nuthatch 147; White-breasted Nuthatch 2; Brown Creeper 5; Golden-crown
ed Kinglet 216; Am, rtobin 4; N. Mockingbird 2; European Starling 7961; 
Solitary Vireo l; Yellow;.,rumped (Myrtle) Warbler Jl; Pine Warbler l; 
Palm Warbler 4; Am, Tree Sparrow 27; Savannah Sparrow J7; Savannah 
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(Ipswich) Sparrow 6; Sharp-tailed Sparrow 2; Song Sparrow 89; Swamp 
Sparrow 12; White-throated Sparrow 23; Dark-eyed Junco 259; Lapland 
Longspur 65; Snow Bunting 5; Red-winged Blackbird l; E, Meadowlark 2; 
Com, Grackle 16; Brown-headed Cowbird 22; Pine Grosbeak 8; Purple Finch 
6; White-winged Crossbill 120; Pine Siskin 6; Am, Goldfinch 125; Even
ing Grosbeak 291; House Sparrow 284. 

Total 87 species, plus 1 additional race, about 21,387 individuals. 
(CP: Black-legged Kittiwake, Com. Yellowthroat, Yellow-breasted Chat, 
Dickcissel). Ron Arsenault, Lynn Bieber, Bill Caudle, John & Shirley 
Cohrs, David Currie, Bob Dickie, Ben Doane, Jim Elliot, Tom Elwood, 
Roger Foxall, Sylvia Fullerton, Ivy & Vernon Higgins, F,J. Himsl, 
Barbara Hinds, John Kovacs, Fulton Lavender, Don MacNeil, Bob McDonald, 
Ian McLaren (compiler), James McLaren, Eric Mills, Bernice Moores, 
Sandra Myers, Linda & Peter Payzant, Roger Pocklington, Don & Joyce 
Purchase, Barbara & Eric Ruff, Derek & Karl Tay, Jim Taylor, Rick Wilt, 

HALIFAX WEST, Dec, 15; 7:30AM to 4:30PM. Overcast AM, Overcast with 
intermittent light snow PM. Wind NE 4 to 12mph. Temp, -8 to -6C. 
Fresh water open. 36 observers in 21 parties, 1 at feeding stations. 
Total party hours 149,2 (99.9 on foot, 48,3 by car, 1 by boat)~ Total 
party miles 408 (125 on foot, 278 by car, 5 by boat). 

Red-throated Loon l; Com. Loon 39; Red-necked Grebe 12; Great Cor
morant 433; Great Blue Heron 3; Canada Goose 31; Green-winged Teal 3; 
Am. Black Duck 894; Mallard 47; Northern Pintail l; Ring-necked Duck 2; 
Com. Eider 710; Oldsquaw 67; Black Scoter 59; White-winged Scoter 47; 
Com, Merganser 6; Red-breasted Merganser 23; Northern Harrier l; Sharp
shinned Hawk 4; Red-tailed Hawk 6; Rough-legged Hawk l; ll!erlin l; Pere~ 
grine Falcon l; Spruce Grouse 2; Ruffed Grouse 3; Am, Coot l; Purp~ 
Sandpiper 125; Com. Snipe 2; Com, Bl,-headed Gull 4; Ring-billed Gull 
29; Herring Gull 5391; Iceland Gull 73; Lesser Bl,-backed Gull l; Glau
cous Gull 2; Gt. BL-backed Gull 777; Thick-billed Murre l; Black 
Guillemot 19; alcid sp. l; Rock Dove 1821; Mourning Dove 6; Barred Owl 
l; owl sp, l; Downy Woodpecker 23; Hairy Woodpecker 9; BL-backed Wood
Kecker l; Western Kingbird l; Gray Jay 9; Blue Jay 210; Jackdaw l; Am. 
Grow 898; Com, Raven 38; Bl,-capped Chickadee 462; Boreal Chickadee 112; 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 38; White-breasted Nuthatch 8; Brown Creeper 10; 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 158; Blue-gray Gnatcatcher l; Am, Robin 17; N. 
Mockingbird 2; Wilson's Warbler l; Cedar Waxwing 12; Northern Shrike l; 
European Starling~; Solitary Vireo l; Orange-crowned Warbler J.; 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 9; Black-throated Gray Warbler l; Pine Warbler 4; 
Palm Warbler 5; Com, Yellowthroat l; Yellow-br, Chat 2; Dickcissel 2; 
Am, Tree Sparrow 28; Savannah Sparrow 4; Savannah (Ipswich) Sparrow l; 
Fox Sparrow l; Song Sparrow 116; Swamp Sparrow 8; White-throated Sparr
ow 50; Dark-eyed Junco 326; Snow Bunting 10; Com. Grackle l; Br.-headed 
Cowbird 146; Northern Oriole 4; Pine Grosbeak 25; Purple Finch 22; 
White-winged Crossbill 270; Pine Siskin 42; Am, Goldfinch 438; Evening 
Grosbeak 261; House Sparrow 1113, 

Total 89 species, plus l additional race, about 25,150 individuals. 
Ron Arsenault, Phyllis Bryson, Bill Caudle, !{iargaret Clark, Mollie 
Claydon, John, Lise & Shirley Cohrs, David Currie (co~piler), Robert 
Dickie, Anthony, Evelyn & Fred Dobson, Jim Elliot, Tom Elwood, Chris 
Field, Roger Foxall, Sylvia Fullerton, Frank Himsl, Paul Julian, John 
Kovacs, Fulton Lavender, Jill MacLean, Carol & Don MacNeill, Hugh 
McCormack, Bob McDonald, Bernice, Ian & James Mclaren, Eric Mills, 
Bernice Moores, Don & Joyce Purchase, Jim Taylor, Liz Townsend. 

HAZEL HIL - CANSO, Jan, l; 9AM to 4PM. Overcast with intermittent snow. 
Wind NW to N 8mph, Temp, -5C, Fresh water frozen. 4 observers in l 
party, two at feeding stations. Total party hours 7 (1 on foot, 6 by 
car), Total party miles lO (1 on foot, 9 by car), 

Oldsquaw 4· Am, Woodcock l; Herring Gull 24; Iceland Gull 31; 
Glaucous Gull 7; Gt, Bl,-backed Gull 11; Dovekie l; Black Guillemot 1: 
Mourning Dove 3; Downy Woodpecker l; Blue Jay 15; Am. Crow 6; Com. Raven 
8• Golden-crowned Kinglet l; European Starling 85; Yellow-rumped Warbler 2; Am. Tree Sparrow 2; Com. Grackle 4; Evening Grosbeak 87; House Sparr-
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ow 60. 
Total 21 species, about 354 individuals. (CP1 Com. Eider, Red

breasted Nuthatch, Northern Oriole, Rusty Blackbird, White-crowned 
Sparrow, Boreal Chickadee, Bl.-capped Chickadee, White-winged Cross
bill, Fox Sparrow, Hairy Woodpecker). June Jarvis, Sam Jarvis, Nancy 
Peters (compiler), Warren Peters. 

KEJIMKUJIK NATIONAL PARK, Dec. 161 71JOAM to 5:15PM. Mostly cloudy. 
Wind SW Oto 8kmh. Temp, -1 to 8C. Fresh water partly frozen. 16 
observers in 8-9 parties, 3-7 at feeding stations. Total party hours 
46¼ (34 3/4 on foot, 11½ by car). Total party miles 157 (47½ on foot, 
109½ by car), 

Am. Black Duck 28; Com, Goldeneye l; Northern Goshawk 11 Red-tail
ed Hawk J; Ruffed Grouse 11; Barred Owl 2; Downy Woodpecker 20; Hairy 
Woodpecker 8; Pileated Woodpecker 31 Gray Jay 11; Blue Jay 371 Am. Crow 
16 1 Com. Raven 35; Bl.-capped Chickadee 2341 Boreal Chickadee 11; Red
breasted Nuthatch 83; White-breasted Nuthatch 4; Golden-crowned Kinglet 
106; Am. Robin l; European Starling lJ; Dark-eyed Junco 104; Br,~headed 
Cowbird 105; Pine Grosbeak 26; Purple Finch 17; Red Crossbill 891 White 
-winged Crossbill 63; Pine Siskin 115; Am, Goldfinch 45; Evening Gros
beak 234; House Sparrow 71, 

Total 30 species, about 1497 individuals. (CP1 Canada Goose, 
Com. Merganser, Northern Shrike). John, Kerri & Sheila Bacon, Ti1elma 
Bowers, John Brownlie, Bruce & Nancy Guruham, Gary Hartlen, Peter Hope 
(compiler), Len & Pat MacDonald, Hugh McCormack, Eric Mullen, Tom 
Sheppard, Marcus Waddington, Dave Winaut. 

KINGSTON, Dec, 28; 7145AM to 4130PM. Overcast, No wind. Temp. -13 to 
-6C. Fresh water partly frozen. 5 observers in 4 parties, 10 at 
feeding stations. Total party hours 27((3 on foot, 24 by car), Total 
party miles 217 (2 on foot, 215 by car). 

Red-throated Loon l; Com. Loon,21 Horned Grebe 21 Red-necked Grebe 
J; Canada Goose 400; Green-winged Teal 4; Am. Black Duck 19; Com. Eider 
131 Oldsquaw 201 Surf Scoter l; White-winged Scoter 73; Red-breasted 
Merganser 6; Sharp-shinned Hawk 31 Red-tailed Hawk 7; Rough-legged Hawk 
l; Ring-necked Pheasant 8; Ruffed Grouse 3; Purple Sandpiper 75; Herr
ing Gull 235; Gt. Bl,-backed Gull 121 Razorbill 2; Rock Dove 571 Mourn
ing Dove 44; Downy Woodpecker 12; Hairy Woodpecker 5; Horned lark 25; 
Blue Jay 2801 Am. Crow 416; Com. Raven 23; Bl.-capped Chickadee 155; 
Boreal Chickadee l; Red-breasted Nuthatch 6; White-breasted Nuthatch 61 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 7; European Starling 10611 Chipping Sparrow l; 
Fox Sparrow 21 Song Sparrow l; Red-winged Blackbird 9; Com. Grackle 154; 
Br.-headed Cowbird 3; White-winged Crossbill 10; Am. Goldfinch 116; 
Evening Grosbeak 543; House Sparrow 671, 

Total 45 species, about 4498 individuals. Betty Donovan, Norman 
Donovan (compiler), Pat MacMillan, Iarry Neily, Jane White. 

MARGAREE, Dec. 28; 8AM to 4PM. Overcast. Wind W to NW. Temp. -8 to 
-4C. Fresh water partly open. 7 observers in 2 parties, 2 at feeding 
stations. Total party hours 16 (10 on foot, 6 by car). Total party 
miles 70 (13 on foot, 57 by car), 

Am. Black Duck 54; Com, Goldeneye 1651 Com. Merganser 441 Bald 
Eagle 12; Red-tailed Hawk l; Ruffed Grouse J; Herring Gull 261 Iceland 
Gull 11; Gt. Bl.-backed Gull 26; Belted Kingfisher 11 Downy Woodpecker 
4; Hairy Woodpecker 4; Pileated Woodpecker 2; Gray Jay 4; Blue Jay J2; 
Am. Crow 128; Com. Raven 85; Bl.-capped Chickadee 28; Boreal Chickadee 
5 1 Brown Creeper 6; Golden-crowned Kinglet 11; EUDopean Starling 1071 
Dark-eyed Junco 8; Snow Bunting 7; Pine Grosbeak 2; Pine Siskin 151 
Evening Grosbeak 5; House Sparrow 117. 

Total 28 species, about 913 individuals. Eunice Hart, Frances 
Hart,(compiler), Marjorie Hart, Baxter Ingraham, David Ingraham, Leslie 
Ingraham, Alex Miller, 

MIDDLE MUSQUODOBOIT, Dec, 25; 8AM to 5PM, Rain AM. Overcast PM. No 
wind. Temp. 38 to 45F. 1 observer in 1 party, 4 at feeding stations. 
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Total narty hours 9 (9 on foot). Total party miles 1. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk l; lilffed Grouse 4; Rock Dove 12; Mourning Dove 

l; Downy Woodpecker l; Hairy Woodpecker l; Blue Jay 12; Am. Crow 6; 
Com, Raven 2; BL-caoped Chickadee 6; European Starling 20; Snow Bunt
ing 2; Br.-headed Cowbird 40; Evening Grosbeak 11; House Sparrow 20, 

Total 15 species, about 1J9 individuals, M,B. Smythe (compiler), 

NORTHPORT, Dec, 2J; 8AM to 4:JOPM, Clear, Wind WNW, Temp, 2 to 4C, 
Fresh water frozen, 2 observers in 1 party, 1 at feeding stations, 
Total party hours 8.5 (4 on foot, J,5 by car, 1 other), Total narty 
miles J7 (4 on foot, 3J by car), 

Canada Goose 104; Am. Black Duck 173; duck sp. 55; Rough-legged 
Hawk l; Ring-necked Pheasant 6; Ruffed Grouse 2; Herring Gull 126; Gt, 
BL-backed Gull 19; Rock Dove 5; Hairy Woodpecker l; Pileated Woodpeck
'er l; Blue Jay 7; Am. Crow 41; Com, Raven 7; BL-capped Chickadee 6; 
European Starling 136; House Sparrow J4, 

Total 16 species, about 724 individuals, Duncan MacNeil, Robert 
G, MacNeil (compiler), 

PORT HEBERT, Dec. 16; 7:JOAM to 4;JOPM, Mostly cloudy AM. Overcast 
with intermittent rain PM, Wind NE to SE 15-20mph. Temp.-2 to JC. 
Fresh water partly frozen, 9 observers in 7 parties, 1 at feeding 
stations, Total party hours 54 ( 50 on foot, 4 by car), Total party 
miles 125 (57 on foot, 68 by car). 

Red-throated Loon J; Com. Loon J2; Horned Grebe 64; Red-necked 
Grebe 8; Great Cormorant 109; Great Blue Heron 6; Canada Goose J489; 
Am, Black Duck 915; Mallard 2; Greater Scaup 105; Com, Eider 214; 
Harlequin Duck 8; Oldsquaw 48; Black Seater 72; Surf Seater 150; White 
-winged Seater J96; Com. Goldeneye 56; Bufflehead 17; Com. Merganser 15; 
Red-breasted Merganser 48; Bald Eagle la,; Northern Harrier l; "ed-tail
ed Hawk l; Am, Kestrel l; Ring-necked Pheasant 2; Ruffed Grouse 8; 
Black-bellied Plover 6; Killdeer 2; Sanderling 25; Dunlin 27; Herring 
Gull 215; Gt. Bl,-backed Gull J4; Black Guillemot l; Rock Dove 21; 
Mourning Dovel; owl sp. 2; Belted Kingfisher l; Downy Woodpecker 2; 
Hairy Woodpecker l; Northern Flicker J; Horned Lark 10; Gray Jay J; 
Blue Jay J9; Am. Crow 112; Com. Raven 15; Bl,-capped Chickadee 56; 
Boreal Chickadee 57; Red-breasted Nuthatch 4; Brown Creeper l; Winter 
Wren l; Golden-crowned Kinglet SJ; rtuby-crowned Kinglet J; European 
Starling 144; Yellow-rumped Warbler 75; Am, Tree Sparrow 11; Savannah 
Sparrow 2; Fox Sparrow J; Song Sparrow 48; White-throated Sparrow 61; 
Dark-eyed Junco 140; Snow Bunting 6; Hed-winged Blackbird 15; Br,-head
ed Cowbird 40; Pine Grosbeak 4J; Purple Finch 29; White-winged Cross
bill 95; Pine Siskin 24; Am, Goldfinch 52; Evening Grosbeak 4J; House 
Sparrow 23, 

· Total 70 species, about 7J50 individuals, Bill Crosby, Chris 
Crosby, Donna Crosby, Russel Crosby (compiler), Emerson Fiske, Burns 
Lloyd, Lester Swansburg, Robert Turner, Carmen Williams, 

PUBNICO, Dec, l6; 8AJVI to 5PM. Clear, Wind light, Temp. -2C. Fresh 
water partly frozen, 4J observers in 6 parties, 2 at feeding stations. 
Total party hours 48 (32 on foot, 15 by car, l by boat). Total party 
miles 254 (26 on foot, 224 by car, 4 by boat), 

Com, Loon 13; Red-necked Grebe 2; Great Cormorant 3; Great Blue 
Heron J; Canada Goose 50; Am, Black Duck 86; .Greater Scaup 5J; Com, 
Eider 11; Oldsquaw 1J8; Surf Seater 2; Com, Lroldeneye 104; Bufflehead 
11; Com. Merganser 2; Red-breasted Merganser 41; Northern Harrier l; 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 4; Red-tailed Hawk J; Merlin Li Ring-necked Pheasant 
6; Ruffed Grouse 4; Com, Snipe l; Ring-billed Gull 15; Herring Gull 
2702; Glaucous Gull l; Gt, BL-backed Gull 614; Rock Dove 84; Mourning 
Dove 52; Belted Kingfisher 4; Downy Woodpecker 2; Hairy Woodpecker 2; 
Northern Flicker 5; Gray Jay 2; Blue Jay 92; Am, Crow 400; Com, Raven 
15; Bl,-capped Chickadee 95: Boreal Chickadee 9: Red-breasted Nuthatch 
J; Golden-crowned Kinglet 41; Am, Robin 106; Northern liockingbird l; 
Water Pipit 11; Cedar Waxwing 15; European Starling 196; Yellow-rumped 
Warbler 2J; Cape May Warbler l; warbler sp, l; Am, Tree Sparrow 11; 
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Savannah Sparrow 6; Song Sparrow 55; White-throated Sparrow 75; Dark
eyed Junco 60; Snow Bunting 60; Red-winged Blackbird J; Com. Grackle 
16; Br.-headed Cowbird 39; Pine Grosbeak 12; Purple Finch 12; White
winged Crossbill 107; Am, Goldfinch J66; Evening Grosbeak 142; House 
Sparrow 29, 

Total 61 species, about 6023 individuals. (CP: Mallard, Bald 
Eagle, Rough-legged Hawk, Blac,-bellied Plover, Semi-palmated Plover, 
Bonaparte's Gull, Great Horned Owl, Horned lark, Brown Thrasher, Fox 
Sparrow, Pine Siskin). C .R .K. Allen, Daryl Amirault, Peter Brett, 
Margaret Churchill, Michael Clark, Albert d'Entremont, Brad d'Entremont, 
Chris d'Entremont, Delisle d'Entremont, Jacqueline d'Entremont, Onil 
d'Entremont, Raymond d'Entremont, Rita d'Entremont, Jerome D'Eon, Lester 
D'Eon, Milton D'Eon, Ted C, D'Eon (compiler), Wendell D'Eon, Phyllis 
Dobson, Minola Goodwin, June Graves, Estelle Greene, Edgar Hamilton, 
Vernita Hamilton, Charles Martell, Doris Peters, Kenneth Peters, Arthur 
Porter, Todd Pothier, Barbara Ruff, Eric Ruff, Michael Rymer, Preston 
Smith, a group of lO Cubs from the West Pubnico Wolf Cubs. 

SHUBENACADIE, Dec. 2J; 7:JOAM to J:40PM. Mostly clear, Wind 25 to 40 
mph, Temp, -2 to 2C. Fresh water mostly frozen. 6 observers in J 
parties, J at feeding stations. Total party hours 14 (9 on foot, 5 by 
oar). Total party miles 58 (8 on foot, 50 by car). 

Great Blue Heron l; Canada Goose 51; Am, Black Duck 118; Northern 
Pintail 9; Com. Merganser 225; Bald Eagle 7a, 4imm.; Northern Goshawk l; 
Red-tailed Hawk l; Rough-legged Hawk 2; Ruffed Grouse J; Herring Gull 
105; Gt, BL-backed Gull lJ; Rock Dove 45; Downy Woodpecker 2; Hairy 
Woodpecker J; Pileated Woodpecker 5; Gray Jay 2; Blue Jay JJ; Am. Crow 
296; Com, Raven 107; Bl,-capped Chickadee 96; Boreal Chickadee 26; Red
breasted Nuthatch lJ; White-breasted Nuthatch 6; Brown Creeper l; Gold
en-crowned Kinglet 21; European Starling 468; Am. Tree Sparrow l; White
throated Sparrow J; Fox Sparrow l; Dark-eyed Junco J; Com, Grackle l; 
Br.-headed Cowbird 7; White-winged Crossbill J; Pine Siskin 18; Am, 
Goldfinch J; Evening Grosbeak 49; House Sparrow 58. 

Total JS species, about 1811 individuals. Cathy Etter, Roslyn 
MacPhee (compiler), Eldon Pace, Jacques Perron, Matthew Saunders, Lorne 
Weaver. 

SMITH'S COVE, Dec, 28; 8:JOAM to 4145PM, 
snow PM. Wind light. Temp, -13 to -5C, 
feeding stations. Total party hours 8,5, 
foot), 

Overcast AM, Overcast with 
2 observers in l party, lat 
Total party miles¼(¼ on 

Horned Grebel; Bufflehead 2J8; Ring-necked Pheasant 7; Herring 
Gull 4; Gt, BL-backed Gull 7; Downy Woodpecker 2; Blue Jay 15; Am, Crow 
50; Bl,-capped Chickadee 8; Am, Tree Sparrow 5; White-throated Sparrow 
J; Com, Grackle l; Purple Finch 2; Am, Goldfinch 5; Evening Grosbeak JO. 

Total 15 species, about J78 individuals. Kelsey Raymond (compiler), 
Mary Lou Raymond, 

SPRINGVILLE, Dec, 16; 8AM to JPM, Ppartly cloudy AM, Mostly cloudy PM. 
No wind. Temp, -6C, Fresh water frozen, 4 observers in 2 parties, 1 
at feeding stations. Total party hours 5 (2 on foot, J by car), Total 
party miles 35 (4 on foot, Jl by car). 

Am, Black Duck J; Bald Eagle 2; Northern Goshawk 3; Red-tailed 
Hawk 2; Ring-necked Pheasant 5; Herring Gull 23; Gt, Bl,-backed Gull 3; 
Rock Dove 75; Hairy Woodpecker l; Pileated Woodpecker 3; Blue Jay JO; 
Am, Crow 299; Com, Raven 26; Bl,-capped Chickadee 16; Boreal Chickadee 
6; Brown Creeper l; Golden-crowned Kinglet 2; European Starling 593; Am, 
Tree Sparrow 2; Com. Grackle l; Br.-headed Cowbird l; Pine Grosbeak 8; 
Am, Goldfinch 24; Evening Grosbeak 28; House Sparrow 55. 

Total 25 species, about 1212 individuals, (CP: Am, Robin, Red
breasted Merganser, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Glaucous Gull, Ruffed Grouse), 
Harry Brennan, Jean Brennan, Fred Kenney (compiler), Margaret Kenney, 

THE SYDNEY'S, Dec, 26; 8AM to 4PM, Mostly clear AM, Partly cloudy PM, 
Wind NW, Temp. 12F. Fresh water frozen, J observers in 2 parties, 3 
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at feeding stations. Total party hours 10 (4 on foot, 6 by car). 
Total party miles 34 (4 on foot, JO by car). 

Great Cormorant l; Com. Goldeneye 12; Red-breasted Merganser 81 
Bald Eagle la,; Herring Gull 4501 Glaucous Gull 2; Gt. Bl.-backed Gull 
601 Downy Woodpecker 21 Blue Jay 10; Com. Crow 3501 Com. Raven JO; Bl. 
-capped Chickadee 7; European Starling JOO; Song Sparrow l; Dark-eyed 
Junco 101 House Sparrow 60. 

Total 16 species, about 1298 individuals. Otis Cossitt, Hedley 
E. Hopkins (compiler), Eldon Meikle. 

YARMOUTH, Dec. JO; 8AM to 5PM. Partly cloudy AM, Mostly clear PM. 
Wind NW io to 25kph. Temp. -5 to SC, Fresh water partly frozen. JO 
observers in 8 parties, 5 at feeding stations. Total party hours 61½ 
(27½. on foot, 34 by car). Total party miles 446 (46 on foot, 400 by 
car). 

Com, Loon 101 Red-necked Grebe 71 Great Cormorant l; Great Blue 
Heron l; Canada Goose 866; Am. Black Duck 981; Mallard 2; Com. Eider 
25; Oldsquaw 53; Surf Scoter l; White-winged Scoter 8; Com. Goldeneye 
107; Bufflehead 44; Com. Merganser 7; Red-breasted Merganser 41; Bald 
Eagle l; Northern Harrier l; Sharp-shinned Hawk 31 Red-tailed Hawk 3 1 
Rough-legged Hawk 4; Am. Kestrel l; Ring-necked Pheasant l; Ruffed 
Grouse 4; Am. Woodcock 12; Com. Bl,-headed Gull l; Ring-billed Gull 70 1 
Herring Gull 3431; Iceland Gull 3; Gt, Bl.-backed Gull 9481 Rock Dove 
231 Mourning Dove 16; Great Horned Owl 2; Belted Kingfisher 2; Downy 
Woodpecker 4; Hairy Woodpecker 5; Northern Flicker 2; Horned I.ark 71 
Blue Jay 751 Am. Crow 384; Com. Raven 55; Bl.-capped Chickadee 114; 
Boreal Chickadee 8; Red-breasted Nuthatch 11; Brown Creeper 2; Golden
crowned Kinglet 70; Am. Robin 43; Northern Mockingbird l; Water Pip:it 
8; Cedar Waxwing 50; European Starling 2588; Yellow-rumped Warbler 12; 
Am. Tree Sparrow 13; Chipping Sparrow 4; Song Sparrow 9; White-throated 
Sparrow 47; Dark-eyed Junco 82; Red-winged Blackbird 331 Com. Grackle 
6; Br.-headed Cowbird 56; Northern Oriole 3; Pine Grosbeak 18; Purple 
Finch 15; Red Crossbil l; White-winged Crossbill 92; Am. Goldfinch 2331 
Evening Grosbeak 138; House Sparrow 123. 

Total 67 species, about 10,992 individuals, (CP: Glaucous Gull, 
Bl.-legged Kittiwake, Palm Warbler, Northern Cardinal). Juditha Adam, 
Charles Allen, Stephen Bourque, Ted D'Eon, Milton D'Eon, Evelyn Dobson, 
Fred Dobson, Phyllis Dobson, Tony Dobson, June Graves, Estelle Greene, 
Helen Hall, Hubert Hall, Phyllis Hayes, Sylvia Hilton, Carol Jacquard, 
Rosamond Moses, Greg Murphy, Lawrence Murphy, Muriel Murphy, Margaret 
Nickerson, Arthur Porter, Ingrid Prosser, Lloyd Prosser, Hilda Robbins, 
Henry Ross, Barbara & Eric Ruff (compilers), Robin Rymer, Vera Sollows. 

SUMMARY OF HIGHEST COUNTS OF INDIVIDUALS - 1984 CHRISTMAS COUNT 

The following is the list of species seen on this year's Christ
mas Count, and where the highest number of individuals were recorded 
in the province. 

The Nova Scotia all-time list with the addition of 7 new species, 
which are underlined in this report, now stands at 213 species plus J 
additional races. There were 17 new high counts recorded this year 
(numbers underlined), down from last year's 21 high counts. 

Of the 135 species plus l additional race high counts recorded 
for this year, Halifax West established 35 of them, followed by Hali
fax East with 23, Broad Cove 19, Port Hebert 13, and Amherst 10. 

Red-throated Loon 6 (Brier Island); Com. Loon 109 (Halifax 
East); Horned Grebe 64 (Broad Cove & Port Hebert); Red-necked Grebe 
30 (Brier Island); Northern Gannet~ (Cape Breton Highlands Nat'l 
Park); Great Cormorant lli (Halifax West); Double-crested Cormorant 
1 (Halifax East); Great Blue Heron 6 (Port Hebert); Canada Goose 
6063 (Halifax East); Green-winged Teal 5 (Advocate); Am. Black Duck 
981 (Yarmouth); Mallard 47 (Halifax West); Northern Pintail 13. 
(Broad Cove); Am. Widgeon 1 (Broad Cove); Ring-necked Duck 2 (Halifax 
West), Greater Scaup 105 (Port Hebert); Com. Eider 710 (Halifax West); 
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Harlequin Duck 8 (Port Hebert); Oldsquaw 168 (Brier Island); Black 
Scoter 102 (Broad Cove); Surf Scoter 150 (Port Hebert); White-winged 
Scoter 396 (port Hebert); Com. Goldeneye tzl (Antigonish); Barrow's 
Goldeneye 1 (Broad Cove); Bufflehead g2§. Smith's Cove); Hooded 
Merganser 1 (Broad Cove)1 Com. Merganser 225 (Shubenacadia); Red
breasted Merganser 144 (Halifax East). 

Bald Eagle 12 (Margaree)1 Northern Harrier 6 (Amherst)1 Sharp
shinned Hawk 4 (Halifax West & Pubnico)1 Northern Goshawk 3 (Spring
ville), Red-tailed Hawk 7 (Kingston), Rough-legged Hawk 18 (Amherst}; 
Am, Kestrel 2 (Bridgetown); MerlDn 3 (Halifax East); Peregrine Falcon 
1 (Halifax West); Gray Partridge 5 (Economey); Hing-necked Pheasant 
11 (Amherst); Spruce Grouse 2 (Bridgetown & Halifax West); Ruffed 
Grouse 17 (broad Cove); Am. Coot 1 (Halifax West); Black-bellied 
Plover 10 (Broad Cove); Killdeer-2 (Port Hebert); Red Knot 1 (Broad 
Cove); Sanderling 25 (Port Hebert); Purple Sandpiper 125 (Halifax 
West); Dunlin g_z (Port Hebert); Com. Snipe 2 (Halifax East & Halifax 
\'lest); Am, Woodcock 12 (Yarmouth), 

Com, Black-headed Gull 54 (halifax lsast); Bonaparte's Gull J 
(Halifax East); ,Ung-billed Gull 154 (halifax East); Herring Gull 
5391 (Halifax West); Iceland Gull 200 (Cape Breton Highlands Nat'l 
Park); Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 (Halifax West); Glaucous Gull' 7 
(Hazel Hill); Great Black-backed-Gull 948 (Yarmouth); Black-legged 
Kittiwake 171 (Brier Island); Forster's Tern 1 (Broad Cove); Dovekie 
3 (Cape Breton Highlands Nat'l Park); Thick-billed !Vlurre 2 (Halifax 
East); Razzorbill 2 (Kingston); Black Guillemot 92 (Brier Island); 
Rock Dove 1821 (Halifax West); Mourning Dove 52 (Kingston); Great 
Horned Owl 2 (Yarmouth); Barred Owl 2 (Kejimkujik Nat'l Park). 

Belted Kingfisher 4 (Halifax East & Pubnico); Downey Woodpecker 
23 (Halifax West); Hairy Woodpecker 9 (Halifax West); Black-backed 
Woodpecker 1 (Cape Breton Highlands Nat'l Park & Halifax West); 
Northern (Yel,-sh.) Flicker 5 (Pubnico); Pileated Woodpecker i 
(Shebenacadie); Western Kingbird! (Halifax West); Horned I.ark 154 
(Amherst); Gray Jay 11 (Kejimkujik Nat'l Park); Blue Jay 280 (Kingston); 
Jackdaw 1 (Halifax West}; Am. Crow 898 (Halifax West); Com. Raven 107 
(Shubenacadie); Black-capped Chickadee 555 (Halifax East); Boreal 
Chickadee 126 (Halifax East}; Red-breasted Nuthatch 147 (Halifax East); 
White-breasted Nuthatch 8 (Halifax West); Brown Creeper 10 (Halifax 
West); Winter Wren 1 (Port Hebert); Marsh Wren 1 (Broad Cove); 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 216 (Halifax East); Ruby-crowned Kinglet 3 
(Bridgetown & Port Hebert); Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 1 (Halifax West); 
Am. Robin 106 (Pubnico); Northern Mockingbird 2 (Halifax East & 
Halifax West); Water Pipet 11 (Pubnico); Cedar Waxwing 50 (Yarmouth); 
Northern Shrike 3 (Broad Cove). 

European Starling ~ (Halifax West); Solitary Vireo 1 (Halifax 
East & Halifax West); Orange-crowned Warbler l (Halifax West); Cape 
May Warbler 1 (Pubnico); Yellow-rumped (Myr,) Warbler 75 (Port 
Hebert); Black-throated Gray Warbler 1 (Halifax West); Pine Warbler 
4 (Halifax East); Palm Warbler 5 (Halifax West); Com. Yellowthroat 1 
TBroad Cove & Halifax West); Wilson's Warbler 1 (Halifax West); 
Yellow-breasted Chat 2 (Halifax West); Dickcissel 2 (Halifax West); 
Am. Tree Sparrow 100 TAmherst); Chipping Sparrow 4 (Yarmouth); 
Vesper Sparrow 1 (Bridgetown); Savannah Sparrow 37 (Halifax East); 
Savannah Sparrow (Ip.) 6 (Halifax East); Sharp-tailed Sparrow 2 
(Halifax East); Fox Sparrow 3 (Port Hebert); Song Sparrow 116 (Halifax 
West); Swamp Sparrow 12 (Halifax East); White-throated Sparrow 75 
(Pubnico); Dark-eyed (Slate-col.) Junco J4J (Broad Cove); Lapland 
Longspur 67 (Amherst); Snow Bunting 738 (Amherst). 

Red-winged Blackbird 33 (Yarmouth) 1 iastern Meadowlark 2 (Halifax 
East); H.usty Blackbird 1 (Amherst); Com. Grackle 154 (Kingston); 
Brown-headed Cowbird 459 (Broad Cove); Northern (Bal,) Oriole 4 
(Halifax West); Pine Grosbeak 62 (Broad Cove); Purple Finch 79 
(Broad Cove); Red Crossbill 89 (Kejimkujik Nat'l Park); White -
winged Crossbill 1§.2. (Broad Cove)1 Com. Redpoll 44 (Amherst); Pine 
Siskin 115 (Kejimkujik Nat'l Park); Am. Goldfinch 564 (Broad Cove); 
Evening Grosbeak 543 (Kingston); House Sparrow 1113 (Halifax West). 
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